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Series 1730: Mississippi World War I Veterans Index Books, 1917-1919

Six bound volumes provide a county by county listing of Army, Navy, and Marine veterans with name,
rank, race, serial number, enlistment date, discharge date, overseas service (yes or no), number of card
(corresponds with form number), and percentage disabled. A seventh provides a straight alphabetical
listing of Navy and Marine veterans with name, serial number, race, card number, and county.

7/0291.000/S: Master Alphabetical Index of World War I Army Veterans (Mississippi)

The three bound volumes provide a straight alphabetical listing of Mississippi Army veterans with name,
race, serial number, address (city or town), and county. The Army cards are in alphabetical order, the
Navy/Marine cards are in alphabetical order by county. Some cards are accompanied by the veteran’s
World War I Victory Medal application card. A card’s reverse was scanned only if it contained informa-
tion.

Series 1731: Mississippi World War I Statement of Service Cards, 1917-1919

At the urging of various state Adjutants General, Congress passed a law in 1919 that authorized the
Secretary of War (for the Army) and the Secretary of the Navy (for the Navy, Marines, and Coast Guard)
to provide service cards on all service members from that state mustered into service during World War
I. These cards were prepared by the two departments over the next seven years, being finally complet-
ed in 1926. The cards were originally provided to the states to enable them to determine eligibility for
state-provided veterans’ benefits. The information provided on the cards was also to be used for histori-
cal purposes, primarily by veterans’ groups and historical societies.

Subjects that can be addressed within this Digital Archive:

e  World War I e Types of warfare in World War |

e Segregation e Differences between branches of service
e Military awards and honors e Overseas service

e Military abbreviations
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Directions: Use items from the MDAH Digital Archive entitled Mississippi World War I Statement of
Service Cards and Indices found at http://da.mdah.ms.gov/wwicards/ and https://mississippiencyclope-
dia.org/entries/world-war-i/ to analyze and interpret the following items.

Note: Navigate to items by going to http://da.mdah.ms.gov/wwicards/ and following the instructions in
the specific question.

Questions:

1. Select Series 1731. Click on Army, Alphabetical by Name. Click on Tucker S.—Walker D. At
the bottom of the page enter 18 and then 19 in the image box. What can you tell about Henry J.
Tudury from his service card?

2. Select Series 1731. Click on Correspondence associated with statement of service cards. At
the bottom of the page enter 3 and then 4 in the image box. The letter states that Horace Puck-
ett wants to “secure proof” of his age. When the State Veterans Affairs Commission responds, what
information do they give him?

3. Select Series 1730. Click on Holmes-Lawrence. At the bottom of the page enter 9 in the image
box. Click on Pearl River-Tallahatchie. At the bottom of the page enter 9 in the image box.
These are both pages of military indices, one from Holmes County and one from Pearl River County.

a. Use https://www.defense.gov/Resources/Insignias/ to research the ranks listed on these two
pages. Considering the prevalence of Jim Crow rule in Mississippi, why would there be Afri-
can Americans with leadership ranks in the military?

Key for Ranks

Pvt. = Private

Pvt. 1cl = Private First Class
Sgt. = Sergeant

Corp. = Corporal

Mec. = Mechanic

Capt. = Captain

2 Lt. = Second Lieutenant
viii. Cook = Cook

viiiv. Wag. = Wagoner
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b. Why would there be a difference in the number of white and Black troops between the two
counties?

For census demographics by county, see page 26 of this PDF (listed as page 589 on the
page): https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1910/abstract/supplement-ms.

pdf

4. Open https://mississippiencyclopedia.org/entries/world-war-i/. Focusing on the last two para-
graphs of the article, what were African American soldiers anticipating post WWI? How were they

actually treated after the war?
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