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1 
Introduction
 

It was the summer of 1987, and Howard Mize, a local businessman with a longtime interest in archae­

ology, was driving along the blacktop that skirts the east boundary of the Batesville Mounds. He knew 

there were mounds there; he had visited the crew at the McCarter Mound just to the north during the 

excavation of that site in 1968. When he glanced over to the west, he saw a bulldozer on Mound A. He 

turned around, and drove out across the pasture to find out what was going on. The city had acquired the 

mounds as part of an industrial park and was preparing the land for development. Having lived in 

Batesville for the past forty years, Mize knew the dozer operator and felt comfortable telling him that he 

could not level an Indian mound and suggesting that he check with the city's lawyers before he contin­

ued. He did, and the bulldozer was removed. 

In the meantime, Mize contacted John Connaway at the Clarksdale office of the Mississippi De­

partment of Archives and History, who arranged to have the site designated a Mississippi Landmark 

under provisions in the Mississippi Antiquities Law. This designation ensured the preservation of the 

site. The industrial authority formed a committee to decide what to do with the site now that it could 

not be covered in factories. This committee decided that a park would be the best use of the land and 

contracted with Jay Johnson at the Center for Archaeological Research at the University of Mississippi 

to conduct baseline data collection. It was this work that revealed the site to be a \'Voodland period 

platform mound complex (Holland 1992, 1994). 

Although this preliminary work and several seasons of field school run byJanet Ford (1996a) at the 

University of Mississippi had recovered exclusively \Voodland period material, precise dates and struc­

tural data from Mound B, the best preserved of the platform mounds, were lacking. So, when Connaway 

found out about a federal highway program that funded transportation enhancement projects through 

state highway departments, he contacted Mize, who contacted the planning committee and Ole Miss. A 

proposal emphasizing the development of the site as a park and its importance "in an extensive prehis­

toric trade network involving the transportation of material from as far away as St. Louis" was submit­

ted and funded. The following is a report of the fieldwork that resulted. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

Depending on how you define it, the Batesville Mounds site consists of five or six mounds and 

two or three middens. The first map of the site shows Mounds A through E (Brown 1926:fig. 23) 

(Figure 1.1). Ford (1993, 1996a) and Holland-Lilly (Holland 1994; Holland-Lilly 1996a) have made 

the argument that the McCarter Mound, a small burial mound completely excavated in the late 

1960s and located only a few hundred feet to the north (G. Johnson 1969), should be considered part 

of the Batesville Mounds site. Certainly the ceramics suggest that the sites were contemporaneous 
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(Ford 1990) . The fact that the McCarte r 

Mound is sep ara ted fro m the rest o f th e 

m ou nds by a sec tion line and co incid ing 

pro pe r ty line has likely co n tribu ted to the 

artific ial separation of the two sites. 

Haag 's 1950 site card for the Batesville 

Mou nds in cludes a sketch ma p that sh ows 

the same five mou nds that Brown ma ppe d. 

H aag also no ted the location of two midde n 

depos its, which he lab eled the No rth an d 

So u th Village areas . There is also a midden 

deposit dating to approxim ate ly the same 

period as the Batesville Mou nds located im­

mediat ely to the north of th e section line 

that marks the north bou nd ary of what was 

the Harmon pro perty (Ford 1996b). This 

midden is situated between the North Vil­

lage and the McCarter Mound. 

Al though H aag fa il e d to menti o n 

them, Brown (1926:11 5) describes three 

borrow areas to th e west an d sou thwest of 

Mo u nd B. The pi ts a re st ill evi d e n t in 

D the cu r re n t con tour map of th e si te (Fig­

u re 1.2) . In additio n , th e map shows a 

subs tan tia l notch in the te r race edge im­

mediately to the west o f Mound C. Since Figu re 1.1 . Fi rst map of the Batesv i ll e M ou nds, aft er Brow n 
the re is no drainage in th e area that could(1 926 j ig. 23) . 

e xplain this in terms of ero sion , it is likely 

th a t the large amou n t of dirt needed to co nstr uct Mound C was borrowed fro m this area. 

Al l of th e mounds have suffered fro m vandalism. cu ltivatio n. a nd e ros io n ; th e best prese rved of 

th e lot is Mo u nd C (Figure 1.3) . It is 130 feet in di am ete r and its cu r re n t e levatio n o f 21 feet above 

th e sur ro u ndi ng landscap e exactly matches th e 20- to 21-foot estima te pro vid ed by Brown (1926:114) . 

The mound is cle a rly co n ical in sh ape . Likewise, Mound B, measuring 150 by 160 fee t at the base , is 

relatively well p reserved. The sid es have been tattered by po t h ol es and tree fall s and the base of the 

mound appears to h ave been spread by p lowin g. Brown (192 6:1] 4) describes it as slig h tly higher than 

Mound A (7 feet) . H owever , our ex cavati ons revealed 9 fee t of co ns tru ction . Mou nd A h as n o t done so 

well. as on ly 4 fee t of artificia l fill remai n . If Brown (19 26:113) had n o t described it as a platfor m 

mound , th ere wo uld be no way o f de termining its orig inal shape from wha t remains. Mo un d D is 

likewise red uced ; Brown (1926:] 15) records a ge nera l e levatio n of 6.5 feet above the su r ro und ing field 

wit h a maximum he ight of 8 fee t und e r a small clum p of bu sh es at the crest of the mou nd . The field 

school trench uncovered about 5 feet of fill. Mound E and McCart er are in th e wo rst shape of a ll. All 

that remains of Mou nd E is a slight rise tha t can only be seen when the grass is n ewly mowed . It was 

the landown e r 's in te ntion to use the McCarter Mou nd to make a pond levee tha t pro m p ted it s 

excavatio n in th e first p lace. Th ere is no dis cernabJe trace o f th e moun d today. 
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Figure 1.2. Contour map of the Batesv ille M ou nds si te, aft er Holland ( 1994.jig. 1) . 
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Figu re 1.3. Pers p ect ive vi ew of Ba tesv i lle M ou n ds, fro m th e south west. 

SITE SETTING 

The Batesville Mo u nds site is located a t the edge of a well-developed terrace o n the so u th side of 

th e Tallahatc h ie Rive r at the poin t wh ere two oxbows lay u p against the te rrace edge (Figu re 1.4 ) . 

Oxbow and swam p extend to the west from the sit e up to the curre n t chan ne l of th e Tall ahatchie 

Rive r abo u t 1500 fee t fr om th e terrace edge at the South Village location . The cur re n t chann el of the 

r iver flows u p aga in st the terrace edge just to th e north of th e site . In fact , there is a Mississippia n 

per iod site at this locatio n that is be ing u nd ercut by the river (Jo hnson 1980 ) . T his se rve s to unde r­

sco re the act ive mean d e r program of the river. It woul d be difficu lt to determine whe the r th e ch ann e l 

remn an ts to the west of the site were ab an doned at th e time of occupat io n an d mound co nstruc tio n . 

The re is a rathe r steep 15- to 20-foo t di ffe re nce in el evation be twee n th e terrace and th e floodplain in 

the reg io n of th e si te. 

T he te rrace is re la tive ly fla t with on ly a slig h t r ise to th e so u th and eas t where it joins th e b luffs o f 

the Ta llahatc h ie River ap pro xim ate ly 2000 fee t from th e So u th Villa ge p ortio n of the si te. T hese 

blu ffs rise nearly 100 feet above the terrace sur face . The site is situated at th e point where th e Tallah atchie 

River bott om begins to broade n just before th e river flo ws into the Mississippi alluvial valley. 

Terrace so ils co nsi st p rimarily of Grenada and Ca lloway silt loam s. The so ils are subd ivided by 

rela tive slo pe (Ga lbery 1963). In fac t, Mou nd A is d istin guish ed from the su rro un d ing Ca lloway soi ls 

as having a 2 to 5 pe rce n t slope (Fig ure 1.5) . None o f the o ther mounds were given sepa ra te soi l 

cla ssifications, presu mably because they we re co ve red in trees at th e time the soil s survey was con­

ducted . Bo th soils are derived from the loess deposits in the surroundi ng uplands and bo th are old 

enough to have devel o ped fragipans . 

Loess de posits are cha racte ristic of the eastern edge of the Mississippi all uvia l valley in Mississippi 

and are the defining c harac te ristic of the Loess H ills physiogra phic l one . T h is zo ne var ies in wid th 

from 5 to 30 miles and ru ns two-thi rd s of the length of th e sta te . It is abo u t 14 mil es wide a t the poi n t 

where the Tallahatchie River cuts thro ugh it (Vestal 1956) . The Batesville Mounds are loca ted about 3 

mil es from the easte rn edge of the zo ne. T he Loess H ills were forested in oaks and hi cko ries (Kuchle r 

1964) and were a favorite locati on for prehis to r ic habitati on , particular ly during th e Woodland pe­

riod (John so n 1997) . 
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Figure 1.4 . Por tion of Ba tesv ille quad sheet showing location of mapped area . 
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Figu re 1.5. Porti on oj Pan ola Cou n t)' Soi l Map show ing Batesville M oun ds (Calbe rr)' 1963:sheet 69) . 

The lo ess consi sts of wind-born e silts and loams deposit ed over much o lde r marine sediments 

durin g th e Pleistocene (S nowd e n and Priddy 19 68 ) . The C itro ne ll e formation is sandwi ched 

between th e bottom of the loess and the top of th e Eocen e san ds and clays. This formation ha s not 

re ceived m uc h attention fr om geologists becau se th e only materi al of economic im portan ce that it 

con tains is th e ch ert g rave ls. The Batesville quad map shows a gravel pit on th e bluff line just to th e 

n orth of th e Batesville Mounds sit e. These gravels were tremendously impor tant as ra w material for 

tool production to th e prehistoric inhabitants of Mississippi , a sta te with relati vely few che rt d eposits 

(Johnson 1989 ). The geologic map of Panol a Coun ty (Vesta l 1956:plate 1) shows th e Citro ne lle for­

mati on to o u tcro p all along the bas e of the b luffs of the Tallahatchie bottoms. All of th e streams that 

drain across the terra ce upon whi ch the site is lo cated carry gravels a nd th ere a re su bs ta n tia l g ravel 

bars in the Tallah atchie River. The Batesville Mounds site is located in one of the prime lith ic so ur ce 

ar eas in th e sta te . 



7 Introduction 

Th e site is a lso loca ted o n o ne of the maj or rivers drain in g th e upl ands o f north Mississippi . 

Moreover, it is situate d in the Lo ess Hills less th an 5 miles from the edge of the Mississippi alluvial 

valley, whi ch makes up the Delta physiographic zone . Both zones were ri ch in biotic resources impo r­

tan t to th e prehistoric inhabitants an d both were heavily occu pied . It is a co nven ien t loca tion fo r a 

ce re monial ce n ter. 

REGIONAL RESEARCH OVERVIEW 

Wh a t foll ows is a review of th e archaeological investigati on th at has been d on e in no rth Missis­

sip pi with spec ific reference to research th at is re leva n t to in terpre ting th e Batesville Moun ds d ata . It 

is possible tha t the Batesville Mounds were fir st mention ed in th e initial vo lum e of the Smi thsonian 

In stitution 's Co n tr ibu tion to Knowledge series. Ephraim Squie r and Edwin Davis's A ncien t Monu ments 

of the M ississippi Valley (1848) brought together most of what was kn own abou t preh isto ric earthworks 

at the time . Althoug h they visited and mapp ed many sites themselves, th ey also re lied on infor m a­

tio n suppl ied by local auth o r ities. Rev. R. Mo rri s provided desc rip tio ns of seve ral m ound sites in 

north Mississippi. Am ong th ese is a set of earthwo rk s "situated three mil es eas t of Pa n ola, Mississippi, 

and closely rese m bl ling] No.3, Pla te XXXVIII. It is accompan ie d by several remarkable mounds" 

(Sq u ie r a nd Davis 1848 :11 3) . Ca lvin Br own (1926:116) n otes th at Pa n ol a was th e na m e fo r the 

o rigin al se ttlemen t in th e vic in ity of Bat esville and co ncludes that these we re the Batesville Mounds. 

However, the most important characteristic of th e site map tha t Squier and Davis descr ibe as sim ilar 

to the mounds near Panol a is a large , e m p ty, rectangula r e m ba n kmen t. T here h as never been the 

suggestio n th at an e m ba nkmen t existed a t th e Bat esville Mounds site . 

The n ex t maj o r work o n mounds in th e easter n U nited States was also pu bli shed by th e Smith sonian 

Institution . Us in g survey data, excavations, and local reports, Cyr u s Thomas (1894) clearly estab­

lished th a t the mounds of th e South east we re buil t by the Native Am ericans. Although th e Batesville 

Mounds are no t me ntioned , he does describe excavatio n in the Ingoma r Mounds th a t was co nd ucted 

by Gerard Fowke (T homas 1894: 267-78) . These mounds are loca ted in Union Co un ty, abou t 50 m iles 

to the ea st of th e Batesville Mounds an d subsequent research , based on a reanalysis of Fowke 's m ate­

r ial and add itio nal excavations, has shown In go mar to be a si te tha t is likely rel ated to th e Batesville 

Mo u nds in te rms of a rc h itec tu re an d ch ro nology (Ra fferty 1983. 198 7 , 1990) . Lik ewise , Charles 

Peabody's (1904) two season s of excava tio ns in the vicini ty of Clar ksdale, Mississippi , p rovide com­

pa ra tive data in terms of material recovered from the Dorr site . 

Calvin Brown 's Archeology of M ississipp i (1926) , the first and o n ly com p re hens ive summar y of 

Mississip pi p re h isto r y, is a largely descriptive account o f mounds and artifacts from a ll over th e sta te. 

H owever, since Brown was o n th e fac u lty at th e U n ive rsi ty of Mississipp i, hi s coverage of north 

Mississipp i is more detail ed than that of the rest of the state. In fac t, he visit ed th e Batesville Mounds 

a t le ast twice , o n ce in 1906 a n d again in 191 8 (Brown 1926:11 3-1 4) . H e a p pears to have used a 

co m pass and ta pe in m apping th e si te (Brown 1926:fig . 23) for the relati ve posit ions of Mounds A , B, 

an d C as well as the th ree borrow pi ts are quite accurate . Mound D, however, is 150 feet farthe r to th e 

nor th th a n shown on Brown's map . When our map and hi s are displayed a t the sa m e sca le and 

matc hed, h is north arrow is very close to the 3 degrees east of tr ue north declinatio n for th is area . 

T his accu ra cy lends con fidence to h is o bse rva tions a bou t mound o rie n tatio n , shape , a n d height. 

Mound A was "a n irregul a r re ctangle " 7 fee t h igh that was e n tire ly in cultivati on on hi s first visit an d 

pa rt ially cu ltiva ted on h is last visit (Brown 1926:1 13). Mound B is described as "slightly la rger and 

hi gher [than Mound A] an d has suffered less fro m the rav ages of tim e a n d cul tivation" (Brown 
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1926:114). "Mo un d C is a fine co n ical mound ... 20 to 21 feet high ," he reports (Brown 1926:114) 

and Mound D was also a co n ica l mound and all but the crown was under cultivation at the time of 

Brown 's visi t. It was 8 feet high a t the time of hi s visit (Brown 1926 :115 ). Brown also describes and 

maps three possible borrow areas and a fifth mound , E. Th e borrow a reas are still evident and can be 

seen on the curre n t sit e map. Mound E is suggeste d only by a slight rise loc ated approximately 90 

feet north-northeast of th e location where he maps it. 

Brown's work at the Batesvill e Mounds is important fo r a number o f re asons. It is the fi rs t 

unequivocal reference to the sit e . It provides elevati orial dat a that all ow us to ga uge th e am o un t of 

dest ru cti on th at th e mounds hav e suffe re d in the intervening eigh ty yea rs. In fact, Mounds A an d D 

are so thoroughly degraded that we must re ly on Brown's description to assign mound typ e. H e also 

noted an d co rrectly interpreted three of five possible borrow areas. However, in keeping with the 

em p hasis of the time , he failed to note th e locations o f th e midden area, observing simply, 

About th ese mounds fragments of flint abo u nd and a perfect ar row-he ad may be fo un d oc casion­

a lly. Fragm ents of po tte ry are still seen, th o th ey a re not so numero us as the flin t fr ag me n ts. 

(Brown 192 6:115 ) 

T he following era in Ameri can archaeol ogy is character ized by an e m p hasis o n establi shing chro­

n ology a n d was fund ed in large part by th e fed e ral rel ief programs o f th e Depre ssion . Baselin e 

chronologies were establi shed in northeastern Mississippi as the result o f work done in p re paratio n 

for th e con struction o f th e Natch ez Trace Parkway. Jesse J ennings (1941, 1944) defined the Mill er 

sequence in o rder to measu re ch ro n o logical cha nge in th e ce ram ics o f the Woodland pe riod for th e 

uppe r Tombigb ee River drainage. Miller I, the Early Woodl and ph ase , was charac te ri ze d by sa nd­

te m p ered plain an d fa br ic-im pressed pottery and associa te d decorated wares . Miller II , the equ iva­

lent of Middle Woodland , was d efined o n the basis o f a sh ift from fa br ic-marke d to cord -mar ke d 

potte r y. Cord m ar king co n tin u es into Mill er Ill, but the temperin g ch an ges from sa nd to g rog. 

Altho ugh th ere h ave bee n several refinements of th e scheme (Co tte r and Co rb ett 195] ; Bohannon 

]972; J enkins 1981 ), it has endured because it ac cura te ly d escribes th e m ajor ch ro nolo g ica l tre nds 

during the Woodland period and a llows phase assignment for even sm all collections of pottery. 

Major ch ronologi cal trends in th e region imm ediately to th e west o f the Batesville Mounds wer e 

fir st del ineated as a result of th e Lower Mississippi Survey, co nd ucted by Philip Phillips, J ames Ford , 

and J ames Gri ffin (195] ) . The fieldwork focused on the Mississippi River alluvial valle y be twee n th e 

junctio n of th e Mississipp i and Ohio rivers in the n o rth and th e town of Vicksburg, Mississippi, in th e 

south a n d was co nd ucted from 1940 to 194 7. T wo major di visions o f the Woodland period we re 

defined . The earlie r is the Tchula period , which is roughly coeval with Miller 1 to th e east. This is 

foll owed by th e Baytown period , which Phillips, Ford, and Gri ffin (1951: 436- 45) subdivide into early, 

middle , and late . Early Baytown is co m parab le to the Middle Woodl and , Marksville period o f th e 

Low er Mississippi Valley and con tains ce ramics th at a re simila r to th ose found in the Mill e r II asse m­

blages o f eastern Missi ssippi. This se q uence was la te r refin ed by furth er work in the Yazo o Basin o f 

northwestern Mississippi (Fo rd, Phillips, and Haag 1955; Phillips 1970 ; Willi ams and Brain ] 983) . 

Ar chaeologists working in th e portion o f north Mississippi that fall s between the Yazo o Basin an d 

the Tombigbee drain age have h ad to d ecide wh ether the m aterial they re cover better fits in the 

Mill er se q ue nc e or th e Yazoo Basin sequen ce (Koe h le r 1966; Ford 1977, 1980 , 1981) . The gene ra l 

conclusion (Fo rd 198];Johnson 1988) is th at the Miller ph ases are n ot ap p licable in th is region . The 

problem is th at the dis tin ctions between Miller I, 11 , and III a re based o n two things h appening in a 
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specific sequence. First, the predominant surface finish changes from fabric marked to cord marked 

(Miller I to Miller II). Then temper ch a n ges from sand to grog (Miller II to Miller III ) . Alth ough 

both sand- and grog-tempered ceramics are fou nd in the Yazoo Basin, grog temper ap pears to h ave 

been introduced much earlier th ere th an in th e upper Tombigbee drainage. The fact that there is a 

grog-tempered variety of Withers Fabri c Marked in the Yazoo Basin , but not in the Mille r a rea, is 

a su cc in ct statement of the primary d ifference between the two sequences . Strat igraphi c d ata 

from a small number of sites (Ford 1981) and an analysis of several small surface collections (johnson 

1988) indicate that the western boundary of the Miller traditions roughly coincides with th e western 

edge of the Tombigbee drainage . That is, although the shift from fabric-marked to co rd-mar ke d 

surface fini sh does occur at about the same time in this region as it does in the Yazoo Basin a nd upper 

Tombigbee, both grog- and sand-tempered she rds appear to occur throughout the se que nc e in th e 

intervening area. 

William Haag, one of the pioneers in southeastern archaeology during the time wh en chronology 

was the primary concern (e.g., Haag 1939 ) , taught at the University of Mississippi during the ea rly 

1950s. He was a sometime collaborator with the Lower Mississippi Survey (Ford, Phillips, an d Haag 

1955). In fact, he used their Jeep during th e off-season . Haag visited the Batesville Mounds twice in 

the winter of 1949-1950 and filled out a site card. Th e card provides a sketch map of what he saw as 

"Pyram id al mounds (4) and village areas. " Th e site description reads as follows: 

Four large earth mounds of varyin g d imensions. Only the second from South end of the site 

seems to now be intact. It is flat-topped and appea rs to be pyramidal although Brown calle d i t 

conical at time (1906 and 1918) o f his visits. Midden m at erial may be found scatte red near eac h 

mound as the soil used in the co ns tr uc tio n co n ta ine d so me midden and subsequent wear from 

plough in g , etc. , has brought this to light a ro u nd th e m argins. Two areas show a co nc e n tra tio n o f 

midden: one of these is to so u th e nd and o the r is a t north end o f the gro u p of mounds. The 

large st mound , still intact , has very stee p sides . The appro ximate dimensions of these mounds 

a re indicated on th e other side. 

Haag's observations are notable in his identification of the South and North Village areas, whi ch 

were presumably in cultivation at th e tim e of his visit. He failed to note the borrow areas, but did 

record mound elevations, which, judging from his est imate of 20 feet for Mound C and 10 feet for 

Mound B, appear to be accurate. If so, Mound D (5 feet) and Mound A (8 feet) were considerably 

higher than they are today. It is also interestin g th at the artifacts found near the mounds were 

interpreted to have been derived from mound fill as the result of plowing. That is, there were no 

midden areas in the vicinity of the mounds. H ow H aag was able to interpret Mound C as pyramidal 

is a mystery. Even without the contour map to co nfir m Brown's assessment, the mound is clearly not 

rectangular in plan view. Haag also ch anged the name of the site to Harmon, after th e cu rre n t 

landowner. ''''e have chosen to use the earlier name for th e site. 

The Early and Middle Woodland sites in north Mississippi that were excavated during th e second 

half of this century have mostly been burial mounds. The sparse data recovered in these excava tions 

have been summarized by Janet Ford (19 88 , 1990 ) in her definition of a n eastward expa ns ion of th e 

Tchula period ceramics into the uplands of north Mississippi . These sites were later labeled the 

Tidwell phase by Richard Weinstein (1991) . This phase includes the McCarter Mound, a low, coni cal 

mound about 4.5 feet high and 35 feet in diame ter wh en it was excavated by a grou p of local ama te u rs 

in 1968 (G. johnson 1969) . The site is lo cated less than 800 feet north of the North Village of the 

Batesville Mounds and , as Ford (1993, 199 6a) and Holland-Lilly (H ollan d 1994; Holland-Lilly 1996a) 
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have suggested, this mo und should p ro bably be considered part of the Bat esville Mo unds site . This 

assign me n t is re in fo rced by the sim ilarities between th e ce ra mics recove red fro m bo th b ur ials a nd 

moun d fill a t McCarter an d those found in Mou nd B during the su m mer o f 1996. McCarter is also 

n otable fo r havin g contained a set of co pp er-covered panpipes. 

In co n tras t, the three Tch u la pe r iod p hases that hav e been defi ned for th e adjacen t portion o f the 

Del ta in n orthwestern Mississip pi (Co nnaway and McGahey 1971; Phill ips 1970; Weins tei n 199 1) are 

based primar ily o n sur face col lec tio ns an d a few tes t pits fro m h abitatio n sites. T he Bo yd si te in 

Tunica Co un ty, Missis sip pi, is a sign ificant exceptio n . Su bstantial ex cavatio ns a t that location exposed 

a Tchul a period occupation ove rl ain by a stra tum of sterile sand and a subseque n t Marksville period 

midd en . Th is led J oh n Con naway an d Sam McGahey (197 1) to d efin e the Boyd p h ase, a n Early 

Wood land ce ram ic complex ma de u p o f fabri c-marke d war es wit h ea rly pu nct a ted . co rd-impressed , 

and incised types . As will be seen , there are so me close parall els between the Mound B ceramics a t the 

Batesvil le Mound s and Zone I a t Bo yd. Zo n e Il at th e Boyd site contain ed predominantly co rd­

marked she rds with associa ted b ro ad-lined in cise d types of the Marksville period. T hese ce ram ics are 

similar to those we recovered fro m th e South Villa ge a t th e Batesville Mounds site. 

There ar e, h owever, so me d ifferen ces in th e in terpretation of th e Boyd stra tig ra phy. Arguing 

primarily on the presence of th ree erude cro ss-ha tched ri m sherds , so me Twin Lakes Pun cta ted sherds, 

an d some stam ped and in cised minority typ es, Ala n Toth (1988) assigns Zo n e I to th e Marksville 

period , Dorr ph ase . Twin Lak es Puncta ted is tho ug h t to date to the Marksville per iod beca use of its 

occur ren ce a t the Twin Lakes site and other co mp o n e n ts of th e Twin Lakes phase . Howeve r, as Sa m 

Bro o kes (1988 ; Broo kes and Taylo r 1986) and Janel Ford (19 88) have argu ed, the Twin Lakes phase is 

no t a particu la rly stro ng co ns tr uct. Upon closer examination, most of the supposed Marksville d iag­

nos tics of this phase appear to date to the Tch ul a period . Th is in cludes Twin La kes Punc tat ed a nd 

crude cross-hatched rims. Of the more than 100 Twin Lakes Pun ctat ed sherds recovered during o ur 

1996 excavations of th e Ba tesville Moun ds, all bu t three cam e fro m Mounds A an d B. All of th e cross­

hatch ed rims ca m e fro m Mound B, whi ch co n tained no Marksville Incised o r Sta m ped sherds. T h e 

Mou nd B asse m blage confirms th e likelihood th at cr ude cr oss-hatc he d rims and Twi n La kes Punct ated 

are Tc hu la rathe r th an Ma rksville types. 

Sti ll, Toths (1988) di sserta tio n provides a compre hen sive ove rview of th e work tha t has been 

done on Marksville period sites in the Lower Mississippi Valley. Hi s synthesis begins wit h th e work of 

the Lower Mississippi Survey (Phillips, Ford , an d Griffi n 1951; Phillips 197 0) , using m any o f the 

same collec tio ns u p on wh ich the ear lier con structs were based . Oth er th an Boyd, only two Mar ksville 

pe riod sites in the po rti o n of th e Mississip pi a lluvia l valley adj ac e n t to th e Ba tesville Moun ds have 

bee n ex cava te d . T he fir st of these was the DOlT si te , whic h was lo ca ted withi n the city lim its of 

Clark sd ale and excavated by Cha rles Peab ody (1904) at th e turn of th e century. A small number of 

Marksville pe riod cerami cs we re recovered fr om th is mound . The seco nd site was the group of moun ds 

at H el en a, just across the river from Mississip pi in Arkan sas. Two of these mo un ds were ex cavat ed by 

J am es Ford (1963) in 1960. T he m ounds con tained log tombs, co pper-covered pa n pipes , ea r sp oo ls, 

and exotic cherts, as we ll as both Tchula a nd Marksvi lle ce ra mics. 

T hree Woodla nd m ound sites located in the uppe r Tombigbee d rainage have been excavated. 

The first o f these is th e Mill er site , excavated by J ennings (194 1) as pa rt of h is Natchez Trace resear ch . 

The vill age a p pea rs to h ave been oc cu p ied during th e Mid dl e and Late Woodland pe riod . Two 

moun ds were ex cavated , whic h co n tained m any bu rials but relative ly littl e in th e way of grave go ods. 

A she ll cup , a limesto n e pipe, a co rd-marked pot, an d a few fragments of copper were found. O n ly the 
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sand-te mpe red vessel provides mu ch in the way of ch ro no logica l informati on, implyin g a Middle 

Woodland time of construct ion. 

Th e Bynum site, located alongside th e Natchez Trace several miles to th e south of th e Miller site, 

was excavated by John Co tte r and John Co rbe tt (1951 ) as part of a continuation of the Park Se rvice 

re search o n th e Trace . In add itio n to a good d eal of str uc tu ra l data, th e m ounds co n ta ined co ppe r ea r 

spools, g reens to n e ce lts , fragmen ts of seashe ll, well-mad e b iface s, and ga le na. The village d ep osit 

contain ed both Miller I and Miller II m at erial as well as a large piece of a Marksville Incised vessel 

and a few other Marksvill e sherds. Cotter an d Corbett (195 1:20) tentatively equate th e Ma rksville 

ceramics to the Mille r II occupatio n of th e site . 

Th e Ph arr Mounds were also excava ted by the Park Se rv ice, under th e direction of C harles 

Bohannon (1972). The site is loc ated near th e Natchez Trac e to the north o f both th e Bynum and 

Mill e r sites . Ce ram ics from ge n e ral mou nd fill and th e small am o un t o f midden deposit tha t was 

found are ge n erally comp arable to those fo un d at Bynu m. That is, they are primarily sand tempered 

and mostly fabric impressed with a little cord marking. The mounds produced a good deal of ex o tic 

material including a g ree ns to ne platform pipe , silver-covered ear spools and panpipes, and Marksville 

In cised ce ra m ics. 

A recent report by Richard Walling , Robert Mainfort, an d James Atk in son (1991 ) su m marizes 

these mou nds and details a se r ies of ten ra d iocarbo n dates. These dates are internally consisten t and 

conform to what the ceram ic data suggest. That is, Byn um ap p ears to be old er than Ph arr with a 

calibra ted ra nge of dates falling around 200 B.C . Pharr appears to date to A. D. 100 . Mill e r is th e latest 

of th e th ree , dating to aro u nd A.D . 300. 

The one ex ca vated Middle Woodland site outside o f Mississippi th at has th e greatest re leva nce to 

the Bat esville Mounds is th e Pinson Mounds site in southwestern Tennessee . Although archaeol ogical 

investiga tions at this substantial mound site date back to th e beginning of this century, it was not 

until th e 1970s that it began to become clear that the primary period of mound constructio n da tes to 

the Woodl and period (Mai n fo rt 1980) . This is significan t bec ause there are a number of platform 

mounds a t th e site , so me o f whi ch are quite large . Robert Mainfort (19 88 ) su m ma rized th e ra d ioc ar­

bon data fro m Pinson in a 198 4 paper a t th e Midsouth Archaeological Co nfe re nce . Alth ough th ere 

was an Early Woodland occupa tio n at th e site comparable to Miller I in th e upper Tornbigb ee drain­

age, m ound construction ap pears to have begun at about the time when the shift from fabri c marking 

to cord marking took place . What littl e dir ect evidence of Marksville contact th ere is seems to have 

oc curred prior to mound construction. Mounds, both burial a nd platform, were built from abo u t A. D. 

1 to abo u t A.D . 200. In add itio n to the su bs ta n tial a moun t of mound building th at took pl ace a t the 

site, ce ram ics and a limited number of a rt ifac ts made fro m exo tic materi al indicate contact with 

contemporaneous cultures throughout th e Southeast (Mainfort 1986). 

It was the secure Woodland date for th e platform mounds a t Pinson th at made the data fro m the 

Ingo mar Mounds in n orth-central Mississippi much easie r to interpret. J anet Rafferty's (1983, 1987 , 

1990 ) stu dy of coll ecti ons rec ove red from th e site in th e ninet eenth century and a limited amoun t of 

tes t excava tion h ave d emonstrated this to be an o the r example of a Woodl and period platform mou n d . 

RECENT RESEARCH AT THE BATESVILLE MOUNDS 

Ar chaeologists fr om th e Mississippi Department of Ar chives and Hi story visited th e Ba tesville 

Mounds site during th e su m me r of 1988 in order to co llec t data for a Nati onal Regi ster of Historic 



12 Archaeological Report No . 32, 2001 

Places nomin ation. T he for m was com pleted an d sub m itted in Oc tober of th e same year. Kenne th 

P ' Pool o f th e MDAH no tified the ci ty of Bat esville tha t the nom in at ion had been accepted in J anuar y 

1989. T h e nom in a tion for m re lies h eavily on da ta collected during th e previous visits by Calvi n 

Brown an d William H aag . No co llections we re ma de at the tim e of the site visit because th e en tire site 

was gro wn over and groun d visibi lity was limi ted . On the basis o f "m o und cha ra cte risti cs (size an d 

sh ape ) " th e site was deter m ined to d ate to the Woodland p er iod. This is a bi t puzzling since both 

Brown a nd H aag clearl y indicate that Mounds A a nd B are pla tfo rm m ounds. And, although Mound 

A today is so tho ro ug hly worn down by cultivatio n th at its original shape is indistinguis hab le , Mo und 

B is obviously fla t topped, even though heavily wooded . There is no men tion of the possibility tha t 

th e site is a Woo d land platfo r m mo u nd group com para ble to Pi nson or Ingomar. Still, the n om in a­

tio n to th e Register was cr itical in preserving th e site. And no one can fa ult the arg ument tha t th e site 

should be n o minated o n th e ba sis of th e pote ntial co ntr ibutio n to our knowledge of th e preh is­

tory of th e sta te . 

J ay Joh nson at th e Cente r fo r Ar ch aeological Resear ch at the University of Mississip pi was co n­

tacted in th e fa ll o f 1990 and asked to de sign a p rogram of fieldwor k that would provid e plan n in g 

d a ta to th e Pano la Co u n ty In d ustrial Au thority, th e curren t site owners. The p rim ary goa l was to 

deli neate th e horizontal extent of th e subsu rface deposits of cultu ral material. Because the enti re site 

was cove red in woods or pasture , a coring progra m was p roposed . T he proj ect was fu nded wi th 

support for a gra d uate stu de nt, undergrad uate assis tants, gaso line fo r the tr uck a nd th e power auge r, 

and field su p plies. It was scheduled to r un fo r a year, begin n ing in November 1990. 

Mimi H oll and was loo king fo r a thesis project an d was willing to com m it to th e consid e ra ble 

am ount of work involved in se tti ng a site grid over a large and mostly woo d ed area an d the n dragging 

a gas-po wered posth ole di gger along grid lin es in a sea rch for sm all and mostly e rod ed sh erds an d 

flakes. Fo rt u na te ly, the Batesville Mounds are an easy co m mute from Oxford so tha t Holla nd cou ld 

use a number of willing Unive rsity of Mississippi studen ts to he lp he r in th e fie ldwork . 

The g r id was es tablish ed during th e winter of 1990- 199 1 in order to tak e advantage of the 

visibility th a t woul d be lost as soo n as the leaves e merged in th e spring. We decided to use fee t rather 

than me ters in the gr id so th at the resulting da ta would be more acc essible to th e Industri al Au th or­

ity. Bes ides, one of us (Jo h nson ) g rew up d igging 10-foot by lO-foo t sq ua res and is gene ra lly mo re 

com fortable on a site g rid de d that way. T he grid began with a nor th-to-south base line originating a t 

th e northwes t cor ner of th e Industrial Au thori ty's property, whi ch coi n cides with the northwest co r­

ne r of the no rtheast qu arter of sectio n 34. This poin t was g iven th e arbitrary designati on of 3000R3000. 

Pr ope rty boundaries were clearly marked with fen ce lines an d , af ter mo ving seve ra l feel to th e east to 

avoid the big tre es in th e fen ce lin e, we followed th e fence south usi ng a ven erable optical transit and 

me tal tape . Wooden sta kes were drive n a t fixed inter vals and lines were r un off the basel in e to the eas t 

in orde r to tie in th e North Village , Mounds A an d B, and Mound D. The So u th Villag e was co n­

nected to th e g rid by a lin e to the west. 

T he researc h d esign ca lle d fo r auge r te sting o n 50-foo t ce n ters in 500-foo t-sq uare b locks sur­

roun ding eac h mound . Similar inte nsive testing was sch edu led for the two known village ar eas. We 

were ready with a postho le digge r late in May 1991 . J oh nson spen t just en ough tim e in th e field to 

recall hi s experienc e with a simi lar mac h ine on a survey in western Ten nessee and to remem ber th a t 

h e ha d impo rtant du ties back in his o ffice . H oll and and her crew con tinued cutti ng lin es and d igg in g 

6-inch posthol es. She was h elped by fie ld school "vo lun tee rs" gracio usly provid ed by J an et Fo rd wh en 

sh e began tes ting the Nor th Villag e usi ng th e Ol e Miss field schoo l in June . H oll and and h er crew 

dug a total of 398 aug e r hol es to a maximum dep th of 18 inches o r until fra gipan made dee per 
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excavation impossible. All the resultant dirt was 

dry screened through 1f4-inch hardware clo th . 
Fewer than half (157) of the postholes yield ed ar­

tifacts. A total of 1046 prehistoric artifacts were 
recovered, 134 of which are flakes, 374 are th er­

mal shatter, and most of the re st are sherds. 

The department acquired a laser tran sit in 

1991 , and we once again took adva n tage of the 

win ter visib ility to recover elevati o ns to use in p ro­

du cin g a contour map . T he only d isadvan tage to 

winte r mapping in north Mississip pi is tha t th e 

bor row areas were filled with very cold water, mak­

ing rea d ings in the d eep spots very unco m for t­

able for th e rod man. In a ll, 1166 elevations were 

reco rd ed a nd e n te re d by hand into the Surfer 

mapping software in o rder to genera te the con­

tour maps and persp ective views re prod uce d in 

th is and ea rlier reports. Even witho u t a data re­

corder, th e laser tran sit ma de ma p ping the site a 3400.00 300000 
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mu ch more man ageabl e task. 
A fina l re port was submitted to th e Pano la Figure l .6 . Conto u r map of a ll artifacts . 

Co u nty Industrial Authority in May 1992 (H oI­
land 1992). H olland fin ish ed her master's th esis and graduared rwo years lat er (H olland 1994). T he 
results o f th is work are also included in a recen t article (Ho lland-Lilly 1996a) . In add ition to th e 

arti facts from the auger tests, th e thesis included an analysis of the artifacts recove red during the 1991 

field school excavations in th e North Village. This ad ded 484 flakes, 734 pieces of th erm al sha tte r, 

and 1400 sherds . In both analyses, she rds sma ller th an y~ inch were labeled sherdlets an d were not 

ass igne d to type categories. 

The first and most remarkable result of th is first p hase of research is tha t of all th e sherds recov­

ered in both the auger tests and field sch ool excavations, none were shell tem pered. The Batesville 

Mounds were documented to be an other example of a Woodl and period site with platform mounds. 

Ceramics from both recovery procedures include cord-marked as well as fab ric-marked sherds a long 

with a small number of Churupa Punctated an d Mark sville In cised typ es. Although there appeared to 

be both a Tchula and Marksville occupation at th e site, the majori ty o f the materi al tha t could be 

assigned appears to date to the later period of occu pation . The ceram ics a nd the fact that the two 

nearest known Woodland platform mound sites, Pinson and In gomar, da te to the Middl e Woodland 

period prompted a tentative Marksville assignment for th e p latform mounds at Batesvi lle (Holland 

1994; Holland-Lilly 1996a, 1996b). 

The primary objective of the resea rch was to map th e distributio n of archaeological deposits on 

the site , and the auger hole data were quite effect ive in deli neati ng concentrations. As expected , the 

major deposits were the South and North Village areas (Figure 1.6). The concentration of artifacts 

around Mound B came as a bit of a surp rise par ticul arl y in th at the Mound B density exceeds th e 
North Village density. H owever, when th is pat tern is examined in detai l, some interesting d ifferences 
between the mound ar eas and village areas emerge. T he area s around Mounds A and B show a heavy 

co nce nt ra tion of thermal sha tte r, an art ifac t category th at is a lmost en tire ly m issin g in the two villag e 
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Figu re 1.7. Cont ou r ma p of fire- cra cked rock. Figure 1.8. Con tour map of she rds. 

areas (Fig u re 1.7) . She rds , o n th e o the r hand , are much mo re co m m o n awa y fro m the m ounds (Figu re 

1.8 ) . The area a ro und Mound C is co nsp icuo us in the absence of a rt ifac ts of any kind. These d istribu­

tion al patterns su ggest three d iffe rent activi ty areas on th e site : habitation a rea s, pl atfo r m mound 

ar eas. and conical mou nd areas. 

T he 1991 field schoo l als o excava te d a 5 by 10-foot tr en ch a t the apparent location of Mound E. 

The spo t was m arked by a low rise in th e general a re a indicat ed by th e Br own (1926:fig. 23) map. 

Alth ough a fair number of artifacts were found , the profile showed noth in g th at could be in te r pre ted 

as m ound constructi on. If this is the Mound E location, it h as been completely obliterated by yea rs of 

cul tiva tion. Lik ewise , the field school excavations in the North Village fou nd the deposit to be thin 

a n d th o roughly di sturbed. 

Co nseq ue n tly, wh en Ford returned to th e site with th e field schoo l in June 1993, she moved th e 

focu s of the ex cava tions to th e Sou th Village . While the North Village a rea is cu rren tly in pasture an d 

appear s to have been cultivated in the recent past, large trees cover m ost of the Sou th Village. The 

field sch o ol spent three seaso ns testing th e Sou th Vill ag e (1993, 1994, 1995) , uncove ri ng a generally 

thin , but relativel y ri ch , d epo si t o f Early and Middle Wo odland m ate r ial. Dee p e r d e p osi ts wer e 

e xpose d under a nearly s te rile ove rb urd e n d u r in g th e 1995 se aso n . In add itio n to th e Marksville 

sh erds that were recove red fr om th e South Village , the field sc hool excava tions also p roduced a sm all 

nu mber of blades m ade from exo tic , apparently Midwestern chert. 

While continuing the South Village test excava tions. Fo rd put a crew o n Mound B during th e 

1993 field season . Three 5 by 10-foot squ a res we re located o n top of th e m ound an d excava ted to 

be tween 20 an d 32 in ches. Rel ativel y little mate rial was fo u nd and no charcoal samples , th e primary 

objectiv e of the excava tion s, we re recovered . No floors or o the r structural data were evide n t in th e 

profiles. We began our 1996 ex cavations by open ing up two of th e field sch o ol excavations (1805R3425 

an d 1820R3440) , a nd. as it turns ou t, th e earl ie r exc avati ons had stopped just sh ort of the top of 
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St age III. Stage IV, th e last cons tr uctio n stage a t th e m ound , contai ned relativel y few artifacts in 

a ll of o ur excavatio ns . 

A nearly co n tin u o us tr ench 5 feet wid e and 35 feet long was excava ted th ro ugh the cen ter of 

Mound D du ring the 1994 and 1995 seasons. Very little was recove red in terms of artifa cts o r struc­

tural data. A pre lim inary accou nt of th ese excava tio ns includ ing a review o f the McCa rt er Mou nd 

data has been pu bli sh ed (Ford 1996a ) . 

RESEARCH D ESIGN 

The 1996 exc avatio ns a t the Bat esville Mo unds had two primar y goals. The first was to co nfirm 

th e Woodland co nstr uc tio n da te for th e p latform mou nds. Toward th a t e nd , m ajo r excava tio ns were 

planned for Mo u nd B. Test excava tio ns were scheduled fo r Mound A. We had h oped to reo p en 

Mound D as well . The sec o nd o bjective of the research was to understa nd the tim ing an d n at ure of 

th e trade in exotic raw ma te ri al a t th e site. 

Vile be gan ou r excava tio ns in Mo u nd B, a nd it soon became evid e nt th a t th e first two stages of 

mound co n structio n contai n ed a relati vely unusual co llectio n of ar tifac ts; the sherds were almos t 

exclus ively Tchula period artifac ts, and th e maj o r lithic type was fire-cr acked rock. Wh at is more, all of 

th e lithic arti fac ts are made fro m local mate rial. None of the Illinois and Indiana c herts fo u nd in the 

South Village excava tio ns were turning up in th e scree n . 

Conseq ue n tly, we aba ndoned ou r pla ns to exc avate Mound D a nd d ecided to pu t a trench Il1 the 

north end of the So u th Village. T h is would a llow us to examine three aspects of th e site that came to 

be of interest as the fieldwork p rogressed. First , we hoped to increase our sa m ple of exotic blad es a nd 

deb itage in order to answer questi ons abou t th e nature of th e imported mate r ial. Also, th e buried 

deposits that Ford had unco ve red in th e So u th Village were kn own to co n ta in Marksville ceram ics. Vle 

needed th is material in orde r to understand the earlie r, Mound B ceramics. Finally, th e South Village 

exc ava tio ns wo uld allow us to ex am ine the spatia l patte rn tha t had be co me evid ent in the di stribu­

tio n of the mat e rial recovered in the au ger tes ts. That is, the co n tras t be twee n the So ut h Village and 

th e Mound B area in terms of the re la tive co nce n tra tio n of th ermal fracture co u ld be stu d ied . 





2 
Excavations
 

After the usu al paperwo rk and d elays, we began fie ldwork on May 21, 1996. T h e last day of 

fieldwork was Aug us t 9. We lost o n ly three an d a half days to ra in although we d id ge t wet a few tim es, 

and we did ge t th e truck stuck. We took July 4 an d 5 off. Other than th at , we worked five days a wee k, 

eight hou rs a day, star ting at 7:00 A.M. We moved th e start time ba ck to 6:00 A .M . later in th e summer 

in order to cut short th e tim e spen t in th e afternoon hea t. Tha t meant tha t we go t up and wen t to 

bed be fo re nearly everyone e lse in Oxford. Toward the e nd it seemed th at th e on ly people we saw were 

eac h other, and the o n ly thing we did was dig a nd fa ll asleep in fro nt of the tel evision at night. It is a 

good th ing that it was an interesting excavation . 

O u r first objective was to reestablish the g rid. It had bee n more than five years since Mimi 

H oll an d an d her crew had cut the baselines. Most of th e original stakes and flags were gone. The job 

was made more di fficult by the ice storm of 199 4. Wha t had been mature hardwood forest with 

rel atively little undergrowth was now a tangle of tree fa lls, broken lim bs, and vines. Fortunately, the 

field sch ool pits on the top of Mound B, although backfilJed, still had most of th eir corner stakes in 

place. We used these stakes to reshoot an east-west lin e of stakes across the to p of the mound. The test 

p it on Moun d A was locat ed by extending th e Mound B gri d th rough a gap in the trees into the open 

field between the two mo unds. The tr en ch in th e South Village was established by tying into the field 

school test pits . All of th is was don e usin g a tr ansit and tape. 

Of co urse , since th e original g rid was in feet, our excavat ion u nits were e ithe r 5 by 5 fee t or 5 by 

10 feet in size . T he decision of whe ther to use the smalle r or the larger unit d epended o n how deep 

the square need ed to go before steri le d e posits were reached . T hree feet is abou t th e pract ical d epth 

for a 5 by 5 unit if excava tio n is bein g done with a shovel. In som e cases, in orde r to ta ke adva ntage of 

extra fie ld crew, squares were begun as 5 by 5 u n its and expanded to 5 by 10 when needed. All squares 

were named after the grid coordin ate of th e ir so utheast corner. Six-inch level s were used un less a 

detectable zo n e change was encountered befo re the bo tto m of the level. Eac h d istinct proven ie nce 

u nit, wh ether it was a level, a feature, profile cleaning, or surface find, was assigned a seque n tial bag 

number in the fie ld th at ultimately served as a catalog n umber in the lab . All excavated material was 

water screened throug h lis-inch hardware cloth. 

The crew varied in size from five to eight graduate and un de rgraduate stu de n ts from O le Miss. 

During Jun e, a co u ple of students worked with the field school in th e morning and on our project in 

the afternoon. T he m aximum work force occurred one day in August when seven tee n sixth graders 

atte ndi ng a scie nce day ca mp sponsored by th e Univers ity Mu seu m were p u t to work troweling the 

plowz one in four units in th e South Villag e . Fo rtunate ly, they were able to find enough artifacts to 

keep them in terested , an d , when things go t slow, we cou ld always rotate them to the water screen . 

No introduct io n to th e 1996 excava tions wou ld be comple te without a disc ussi on of the water 

p ump . In a real way, this sometimes recalc itra nt p iece of equipment de te rm ined the fate of th e 
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project. When it would not start, the backlog of din at the water screens grew at what seemed an 

exponential rate. And maybe it was, for while we puzzled over the silent pump, the water screen crew 

would be cligging, adding even more to the pile of bags waiting to be screened. Wh en the pump was 

running well, dirt washed through the screens, artifacts filled the bags, and everyone, or at least the 

project d irecto r, was happy. 

We started out with a two-cycle pump that was essentially a big chain saw engine. It was left over 

from a previous project and was, in fact. older than some of the crew. "Ve should have known better. I t 

was replaced with a Honda four-cycle pump that we bought used from a re ntal ag ency in O xfo rd . 

After we figured out the arcane art of priming, leveling, and monitoring the oil in the crank case, this 

pump ran seven hours a day, five days a week, for two months. "Ve should have done a testimonial. 

\Ve had intended to water scree n the Mound B excava tions in the borrow pit just to the southwest of 

the mound. Having only seen it in the winter when it held 3 feet of water, Johnson assumed that it would 

be the same in the summer. It was empty. We shifted the water screen to the po nd at the edge of the Nort h 

Village, 300 yards away (Figure 2.1). This required that we transport the dirt in till: back of our field van. 

A system of packaging, moving, and stockpiling dirt evolved over the cou rse of the slim m er. We 

shovele d the dirt fro m the pit into washtubs lined with plastic lawn bags. A bag was considered full 

alt e r about IOta 15 gallons of dirt-much more than that and it would burst in transpo r t. A st rip of 

flagging tape with the square numbe r, level, and bag number was placed inside the bag. A similar tag 

was tied up in the knot that closed the bag. The washtub and bag were th e n loaded o n to wh eelbar rows 

and transported down the mound to the van where up to ten tubs could be placed in th e back and on 

th e ta ilga te . O n ce at the water screen, the bags were dumped from the washtubs into a di ffe re nt pile 

for each provenience unit. Meanwh ile , another se t of tubs was being filled bac k at th e mound. T he 

Figure 2. I Water screen setup in the North Village. 
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size and number of piles of black plastic bags at the edge of the pond gave a quick idea of how far 

behind we were in screening. When the pump was working, a three-person water screen cre w co uld 

keep up with three two-person excavation crews. We rotated the assignment. 

Ot he r th an the fact that we so metimes bought out all the best kinds of lawn bags a t bo th the 

Batesville and the Oxford Wa l-l\ lart stores, the only real drawback in the arrangement was back fill. 

' Ve h ad though t that we could capture the dirt from the water screens in a filter cloth enclosure, 

which we would shovel out pe riod ically, stockpiling the dirt until the end of th e d ig. T he e nclosure 

filled at a remarkable rate, and shoveling wet loess is not humanly possible . It sticks to the shovel . 

Luckily, Howa rd Mize came through again by arranging with the city of Batesville to provide a back 

hoc , crew, and dump truck of d irt to fill our excavations. This also allowed us to dig at least one ext ra 

week that wou ld have o therwise been spent in backfilling. In retrospect, it was a good thing that the 

borrow pit was dry. \Ve would have been obliged to remove the water screen dirt from a cultu ral featu re. 

M ou DB 

Mo u nd II was the prim ar y focus of the 1996 excavations. It is thc only platform mound at the site 

that is still intact enough to contain a significant amount of structural data. \Ve also h o ped to recover 

cultural material and carbon samples that would allow us to confi r m thc Woodlan d period d ate for 

construction. O ur results e xceed ed our expectations. Not only did we end up with r lear evidence fo r 

a \\''oodland assignment, but also intriguing architectural and functional data were recovered in addi­

tion to a nearly pure Early Woodland ceramic assemblage. But not before we had moved a lot of dirt. 

Work on Mound B began with clearing the entire top of the platform. Although th e mound is 

comple tely grown over in mature hardwoods, the ice storm had opened up gaps in th e can opy tha t 

resulted in a thick foliage that made the orientation and shape of the mound difficult to see. Eve n tu­

ally we also cleared a portion of the northern slope. In all this we were careful to leave the large trees 

in order to preserve the mound and for the shade they would provide. 

We began the excavation by shoveling out the backfill in two of the three 5 by 10 units that the 

field school had dug in 1993. Square 1805R3425 is situated near the center of the top of the mound 

and had been excavated to a maximum depth of 34 inches by the field school crew. The northwest 

corner of square 1820R3440 is located about five feet from the northern edge of the to p of the 

mound. At the end of the field school season, John Connaway and Jay Johnson had joined Janet Ford 

in placing an auger test started from the deepest point in the bottom of this square (about 32 inches 

below surface) in hopes of detecting construction stages (Ford 1996a). Although we recorded basket load­

ing, we missed the construction stages that became evident once the complete profiles were exposed. 

We cleared a portion of the north slope of the mound while excavation began in the two field 

school pits. The site grid runs catty-cornered across the mound, and we wanted a trench that sliced 

through the side of the mound at a right angle (Figure 2.2). The transit was set up over the 1835R3430 

stake and rotated 32.5 degrees to the east of grid north to establish a new grid. This same point was 

designated 500R500 in the Mound B grid and a 5 by 10 unit was opened near what we thought was 

the base of the slope. This square, 515R505, was the beginning of the 505 trench (Figure 2.3). 

Structural data were evident in the first level. Incidentally, levels were maintained by measuring 

down from all four corners and establishing a floor that was flat, but not horizontal. That is, the slope 

of the floor coincided with the slope of the surface. We hoped that the artificial levels would therefore 

correspond with the construction stages. As it turned out, the construction stage boundaries, even on 

the mound slope, were generally horizontal so the levels crosscut stages. This problem was immedi­
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Figure 2.2. Map locatin g Mound A and B excavation units. 

ate ly evid en t in Levell of 515 R505. The northern th ird (d own slope en d) of the level cons iste d o f 

d ark grayish brow n fill with an abu nd a nce of thermal shatter and a good many sherds. The southe r n 

two-th ir ds were made up of lighter b row n so il with ve ry few artifacts. T h is deposit was simila r to the 

ma te r ial being excavated from th e p it a t th e top of th e m ound . T herefo re, Level 2 was tak en o u t in 

two units, Zo ne 1 fo r th e u ppe r portio n an d Zone 2 for the lo we r. 
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Just two days later, we hit th e top of Zone 2 in th e 1820R3440 and 1805R3425 pits in th e top of 

th e m ound. When we sho t eleva tions on th e Zone 1/2 boundary in all three pits, they were nearl y 

id entical. In cl eaning th e p rofil es for mapping in th e 1820R3440 pit, we discovered that it was 

possible to di stinguish two co ns tr uctio n stages within what we had already labeled Zone 1. The top 30 

to 33 inches co ns ists o f a d ark yellowish brown silt loam. A lighter, irregular band of soi l 3 to 4 in ch es 

thi ck separa tes th is zo ne fro m a brown sil ty clay loam. This lower zone is equivalent to what we had 

labeled Zon e 1 in the slo pe tr ench an d is easily di stinguished on th e basis of th e hi gher cla y co ntent. 

T here fo re , we ended up with a Zone l a designation fo r th e last co nstruc tio n stage on th e mound and 

Zone 1b fo r th e sec o nd-to-last stage . T hese zo nes were evid e n t in th e profile o f th e trench o nce it had 

been ex te nded south into th e moun d as well as in the o th er mound-top unit. 

We co n tin ue d the excavation of th e m ound-top un its down into the Zone 2 deposits , findin g th e 

same arti fac t density as was co m ing out of Zone 2 in th e trench. It soon became necessar y to use 5­

gallon pl ast ic bucke ts to p ass th e di rt ou t of the pits. It also became necessar y to buy an alu mi nu m 

ladder. No rmally leaning a lad de r against a profile is asking for a profile collapse. However, th e loess­

derived so ils of Mound B are remark abl y sta ble . The profiles at the head of the trench were ultimate ly 

10 feet hi gh with no sign of a slum p. Other than the fact that it has to be water screened, loess is an 

ideal so il for archaeology. Even so , it becam e increasingly difficult to get the excavated dirt out of th e 

mound-top pits as we progressed in to Zone 2. Finally, both pits were abandoned, 180 5R34 25 at 88 

inches below surfac e and 1820R 3440 at 86 inches below surface. 

Meanwhile , we began a 5 by 10 unit that would ultimately form the southernmost limit of th e 

505 trench. This square, 490R505, was located entirely on the top of the mound at the edge of th e 

slope . We also ope ned a 5 by 5 unit a t gr id coord in a te 505R505, leaving a 5-foot balk between th e two 

new excavation u n its a nd ano ther 5-foo t balk between the 5 by 5 unit and the initial trench uni t, 

515R505 . These gaps in th e tren ch made it easier to keep the samples separate and allowed us to 

wat ch th e east-west profiles as we took th e trench down. Once the construction stages were clearl y 

defined, th ese ea st-west profil es mad e it easy to remove the deposits by zone, following the bound­

aries in fro m the profi les. Th e trench was eve n tua lly ex ten ded to a total length of 45 feet by skipping 

squares an d co m ing back to remove th em . Th e intervening squares were also used as steps to help in 

removing d irt fro m the deep en d of th e tre nc h (Figure 2.4). For example, the 500R505 5 by 5 unit was 

tak en down to th e bottom of Zon e l a at a depth of 39 in ches, where it served as a bench to stan d on 

wh ile passing th e bu ckets o u t of th e 490 unit as we approached the final levels of that square . 

A fourth co ns truc tio n stage, Zone 3, was recognized fairly early in the ex cavation a lthough it is 

sim ila r to Zone 2 in te rms of co ns truc tion an d co n ten t. Basket loadin g is p ro nounced , and sherds and 

fire -cra cked rock are co mmon . Howeve r, a clear br eak with an ap pare n t weathere d surface divid es th e 

two zones. This boundar y could o n ly be detected co nsiste n tly in p rofile. The practice of initiating 

excavation fro m the east-wes t profil es whenever possible made th e Zone 2/ 3 di stinction much more 

sec ure . The fact th at thi s zo ne boundar y, like all th e o thers, is horizontal a nd nearl y level also mad e 

zo ne designation possible durin g th e excavatio n . 

In many cases we we re able to use zone chang es to terminate a level an d begin th e next level with 

th e top of the underlying zo ne . This was relatively easy in the case of th e l a/lb bou ndary, whi ch was 

marked by a soi l textu re change, and the 1b/2 boundary, whi ch the excavato r co uld actually hear as 

th e shove l started hi tting fire-cracked ro ck , but it was also possible in th e case of the other boundar ies. 

Therefo re we feel comfortable in usin g th e zone distinctions in explorin g potential patterning in the 

distribu tion of artifac ts in th e mou n d . Wh enever a level was begun a t th e top o f a zo ne, it was 
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Figure 2.3. Beginn ing the trench on Mound B. Figu re 2.4. M ound B trench nearing completion. 

measured down from th e zo n e boundar y rather than the top of the pi t. So m e tim es pedestals were left 

in th e four co rn e rs to m aintain th e 6-inch depth . 

Zon e 3 turned o u t to be th e fir s t o f th e mound cons tr uc tio n stages . It lies o n top o f a well­

d eveloped A horizo n tha t co n ta ins a fa ir am ou n t of artifac ts. This Zone 4 is distinguish able from the 

underlyin g parent m a terial by organic sta in ing . It g rad es into the su bs oil, which we label ed Zo ne 5. 

T h e north profile o f the trench in what began as th e 530R505 square made it clear that we had 

not found the edg e of th e mound . Bo th Zone 2 and 3 we re evident, am o untin g to abou t 2 .5 feet of 

mound cons tr uc tio n. Co nseq ue n tly, we o pened sq ua re 555R505 , a 5 by 5 un it located 20 fee t fro m th e 

end of the tr ench. This was affec tio na te ly kn own as the su n square sin ce wh oever worked the re did not 

have to worry about th e shad e from the trees on th e moun d ever reaching them . Artifact s, including 

the usu al co nce n tration of fire-crack ed ro ck, were fou nd in upper level s. The subsoil , Zone 5, was 

encounte red at about 1.8 fe e t below surface . However, othe r than a poor ly defined plo wzo n e , zones 

above th e subso il were impo ssible to d istinguish. Eve n the buried A ho ri zon, whi ch is rel ati vely cle ar 

in th e m o und trench , was in visible . Althoug h the a r tifac ts, the elevatio n , an d the so il texture and 

color suggested that we were digging in Zone 3, it was impossible to se e an y evid ence of the basket 

loading that was so o bviou s in that zone in the tren ch . 

In an effo r t to redi scover the zone bou nd aries, we m oved 10 fee t to the south, back toward th e 

mound , an d opened th e 545R505 sq u a re . Again, a bou t 2 feet of cu ltura l deposit was uncovered . 

H owever, th e profiles of th is p it we re much more revealing th an th o se in th e previous sq ua re . T he 

south pro file showed a clear Zone 2/ 3 boundary with tr aces of basket lo ading, particula rl y in Zone 3. 
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The north profile looked a great deal like all the 

profiles in the adj ac en t 555R505 pit. That is, noth­

ing was clear excep t the top o f the subsoil, This 

square is located j us t at the edge of the cu ltivated 

field . It ap pears tha t yea rs of ag ri cu lture had ac­

celerated the weathering of the soil in th e lower 

squares so th at bas ke t loading an d zone bo un d­

aries were obliterated . 

Level s 19 a n d 20 in th e 490R50 5 pit at th e 

dee p e n d of the 505 trench were completed on 

July 23 while th e rest of the crew cleaned p rofiles 

fo r th e last time . The trench provided a section 

throug h the slo pe of the mound 45 feet long a nd 

10 fee t deep a t the sou th e nd tape ring to 3 fe et 

d ee p a t the other en d . In addi tio n to coverin g a 

considerable l:xp anse , the co nstruction stages were 

easy to see an d map , re vealing co ns iderable de­

tail or th e maki ng of th e mou nd . We were pl e-as ed 

to sh ow off ou r tr e n ch to J o e Saunders, Bob 

Ne u m a n , T h u r m a n All e n, a n d Reca Jon es, a 

gro u p of ar ch aeol ogists an d a so il scientist who 

h ave been studying so il ge nesis and mound co n­

struction in Lou isia na . T h ey a rrived o n J ul y 24 
Figure 2.5. Thurm an Allen and J oe Saunders recording 

and con tr ib u ted a grea t deal toward our und er­
Mou nd B prof ile. 

sta n d in g of th e mo u n d constru c tion sequen ce . 

"Ve were eve n able to convince Allen to d escribe 

th e profile a nd take soil sa m ples with Saunders' s assistan ce (Figure 2.5). After th e so il and OCR 

(o xid izable ca rbon ratio ) sam p les were tak e n, we hand-e xcavated 14 bulk samples, co nfin in g the 

samples to sin gle basket loads in Zones 2 and 3. Incidentally, a basket load amo un ts to betwee n 8 an d 

l:i ga llons of d irt. By th e e nd of the foll owi ng d ay, th e profile looked pre tty ragged, but we had 

recovered a good deal of da ta . 

M OU N D A 

Early in Ju ly, wh ile we were still finishing th e trench in Moun d B, we began excavating a single 5 

by 10 pit with its long axis run ni ng east to west near th e cres t of Mo un d A. T his u nit, 2150 R3325 in 

the original site gr id , was situated between th e small clump of tree s on th e crest o f the m ound and th e 

tr ee line that runs acro ss the northern thi rd of what is left o f the m ound (Figu re 2.2) . Beca use th e 

mound is so th o roughly fla tte ned by years of p lowing tha t its o rig ina l shape can no lo nge r be di stin­

gui shcd , our objectives we re limited. We hoped on ly to de te rm in e how much of th e mou n d re ma in ed 

an d recove r e no ugh artifacts so that we could assign a probable date of co nstruct ion. 

Because the m o u n d s are within shouting distance of o n e anothe r, we were ab le to divide up 

th e washtubs an d sha re th e tr uck to haul th e dirt to the sa m e wat e r scree n lo catio n . The d iffe r­

e n ce betw een th e two mounds became painfull y eviden t once we sta r ted wate r screening the Mound 

A ma teria l. Eac h o f the lev el s within th e mound co n ta in e d an a lm o st incredibl e a m o u n t of 
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buckshot-size concretions. The Mound A borrow pit must have been located o n a different soil 

type than th e borrow pits for Mound B. There were also considerably fewer artifacts in the 

Mound A te st. 

Even th ough only a remnant of the mound remains, a fair amount of construction detail was 

evide n t in th e profiles of the pit. Basket loading is clear in the top 4 feet, and this lies above an easily 

di stinguish ed buried A horizon . This is underlain by a su bso il simil ar to th at uncovered in the 

Mound B tr ench. There were no o bvio us construction stages although there is what ma y be th e edge 

o f a low mound in th e southwest co rner of th e unit. This was also built up by basket loading and 

began on th e original land surface. The portion that we revealed was abo u t 1.6 feet high , exte n d ing 

2.4 feet along the south profile and the complete 5 feet of the west wall , di sappearing into th e profile 

with a height of about 0 .5 feet. If it is the edge o f a fir st construction stage , th e mound would not 

have centered on the same location as the current elevation. There appears to h ave been an el apse of 

time between the two stages because water-lain deposits lie on top of th e lower slopes of the first stage 

a nd extend to the east to se pa ra te the original land surface from subse q uen t cons tr uctio n . H owever, 

th e first stage must not have been exposed fo r too long because there is no evid en ce for th e d evelop­

ment of a humus and the laminae are distinct. It looks like the kin d of erosion that could have 

h appened during a sin gl e intense thunderstorm . 

Our excavation revealed th e amount of rec ent destructi on that Mound A has suffered in two ways. 

T h e 4 feet o f construction eviden t in the p ro file of th e pit are co ns id e rab ly le ss than th e 7-foo t 

es timate of th e height of Mound A noted by Brown (1926:114). Also, baske t loading is clearly evid en t 

a ll the way to the top of the profile. There is n o eviden ce for the wea thering th at homoge ni zed the 

so il in th e top 1.8 feet o f deposit in th e northernmost o f the Mound B sq uares. This weath ering was 

apparen tly restricted to those portions of th e mound th at had been in tensively cu ltiva ted. The Mo und 

A excavation was locat ed in the sam e cultivat ed 

field as th e nor thern Mound B pits. The lack of 

wea th e r ing suggests th at the uppe r portion of 

Mound A was removed relatively rece n tly. In fact , 

H aag's site ca rd notes an estimated height for 

Mound A of 8 feet. H aag visited th e site in 194 9 

and again in 1950. 

SO T H VILLAGE 

There were advan tages and di sadvantages in 

moving th e focus of o ur fieldwork to the South 

Village . Ever y square was in th e shad e, but th at 

meant eve r y sq uare was co nve n ie n t to th e mos­

quitoes livin g in th e back swamp at the edge of 

the bluff, an d profiles were difficult to photograph 

o n cloudy days (Figu re 2.6) . Th e screen could be 

located nea r e n o ug h to th e excavatio ns that we 

could us e wheelbarrows rather th an the van to 

tra nspo r t th e dirt. That was just as well since we 

had to park the van in the pasture a couple of 

hundred yards to the eas t of th e South Village Figu re 2.6. Working the South Village trench. 
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and walk in . Th e scree n was located at the edge of th e bluff, and th e pum p was situated n ext to a 

cypre ss kn ee at the base (Figure 2.7) . Pumping wate r up the 20-foo t slope was a bit tricky in terms of 

keeping prim e . H aulin g th e pump up th at sa me slo pe a t th e end of th e d ay was an eve n b igge r 

challenge . H owever, we kn ew we were blessed upon rev isiting th e site afte r th e end of th e field season 

in late Augu st , when we found th e ox bow we had been usin g for water to be co m ple tely dry. All in all, 

the results were worth the effor t. We recovered a sizeable sample of Mid dl e Woodland ceramics th at 

are appreciably different from th ose in the Mound B sampl e. We also found bl ades made from exo tic 

chert as well as an in teres ting sam ple of other lith ic artifacts that contrasts with the Mound B sam ple 

in so me ways, b u t not in o thers. 

Excavati on a t the South Village began o n July 26 . J anet Ford h ad dug in th e Sou th Village fo r 

three su mmers usi ng th e fiel d sc hoo l, and , as a resu lt, we had a pre tty good idea where to dig . 

Most of th e deposit is shallow and had been plowed a t som e time in th e past. However, during her 

last seaso n , Fo rd began to exp ose an apparently undisturbed deposit at th e north end of th e So uth 

Village, r ight wh ere the bluff line makes a turn to the eas t, running almost eas t to west. This deposit 

is covered by nearly 2 fee t of m ostly ste rile ove rburde n. Moreover, th e fie ld sch ool excavati ons had 

recovered seve ra l Marksville sherds an d a few blad es of ex o tic chert at th is locati on : exac tly wha t we 

were look ing for. 

We had o n ly two weeks left in th e season and decided to co n ce n trate our effor ts on th is northe rn 

portion of the site . Two squares tha t had been begu n by th e field school , bu t backfilled after Levell 

when th e te rm ran out, were opened first. These squares, 1170R2460 an d 1165R2460, were exte nded 

to the sou th an ad d ition al 15 feet and to the north a no the r 5 feet, fo rmin g a trench 5 feet wide an d 

Figu rp 2.7. Pu mp for Sou th Villa ge screens. 
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30 fee t lo ng that ra n perpendicular to the 

blu ff lin e (Figure 2. 8 ). The northern 5 

fee t slice d th rough the beginning of the 

d own slo pe . 

In ad d itio n to producin g a good sample 

of mate ria l, th e tr e nch provid ed a clear pi c­

ture of th e de posi t. S ta rt ing in th e 

1150R2460 sq ua re a t the so u th end o f th e 

trench , the firs t foo t o r so of deposit is an 

an th ro pic A h orizon , rich in cu lt u ra l mate­

rial. T h is layer rests upon a n o bvio us sub­

so il. This a r ra nge me n t c ha rac te r izes th e 

pro fil e fo r the sou ther n 15 fe et o f the 

tre nc h . The midden d e posit was labeled 

Zo ne 2 a nd th e subso il Zone 3. 

At abou t th e 11 63R2460 s ta ke, th e 

g ra d ual rise to the north increases appre­

ciably so th at th ere is what appears to be a 

12501

245024002300 

1100 

1150 

1200 

low emban kmen t or ridge along the edge Figu re 2.8. Map locatin g Sou th Village exca va tion un its. 

of the te rrace at this point in the South 

Village . The midden, Zone 2, continues at about the sa me e levation and is cove red b)' a laye r of 

over burden th at becomes progressively thicker hom the south to th e no rt h (Figure 2.9) . Co lor an d 

Figure 2.9. West profile of South Village trench. 
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texture suggest that th e ove rbu rden was derived 

from the su bso il. T he crest o f th is deposit. differ­

entiated into Zone 1a an d Zon e I b o n the basis of 

a poorl y formed A hori zon , o cc u rs a t the 

1175R2460 stake where it re aches a maximum 

depth of 1.8 feet. The tr ench a t thi s point was 

about 3.8 feet deep, with the bottom two levels 

dug into Zone 3. 

Six features were recorded wh ere pits exte nded 

down from Zone 2 into th e su bsoil. Most were 

small , no more th an 6 o r 10 in ches in diame u -r 

and less than that deep . However, on the sec ond­

to-last day, while taking o u t Level 4 o f 1155 R2460. 

a large, irregular d ark sta in was exposed . T h is 

became known as Feature 11 , a nearly vertically 

walled pit extendin g 5 .4 fe e t below the surface 

with a relatively flat bottom (Figure 2.10). It was 

filled with bon e, sto n e , an d sh erds. Among the 

ceramic artifacts were several fra gments of an el­

bow pipe. A substantial radioc arbon sample was 
Figu re 2.1 0. Cleaning the profile in Feature II 

also recovered. 

The cord-marked and Marksville Incised pot­

te r y coming up in th e screens was clearly different from the fabri c-m arked an d punctated sh erds 

found in Mound B-and that was our hope, to get sufficiently different ce ra m ic assemblages from 

undisturbed co n te xts in order to provide the contrast nece ssary to defin e each . H owever, Ford had 

found a few fabric-marked sherds in he r field school excavations of th e South ViJlage . Most seem to 

have be en recovered during the first season when the ex cavations were located in th e middle and 

south portions o f the village . Consequently we opened five squa res in that area, in hopes of finding a 

deposit co m pa ra ble to th e Mound B material. This area came to be called South Village South in the 

lab a nd during th e ana lysis in order to distinguish it from the tr ench, South ViJlage North. These 

squares, 11l0R24 55 , 1l10R2460, 1115R2425, 1115R2430 , an d 111 5R2455. were quite sim ila r in 

profil e . The fir st 6 in ches or so contained a good deal of humi c m ate ri a l a n d a fa ir number of 

art ifac ts. This di sturbed anthropic A horizon lies on top o f a sterile su bso il, and it contains a fair 

amount of mate rial. However, we missed the earlier deposits. None o f th e material recovered from 

these sq uares was co m parab le to Mound B ceramics. 
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Stratigraphic and 
Chronometric Data 

The coverage in the various sec tio ns of th is cha pter is uneven . Mound B received th e maj ori ty of 

o ur at te n tio n , an d th e 505 trench in th at mound revealed a good deal o f arc h itec tura l data. More 

th an th at, one of the major goals of th e project was to date thi s m ound an d relate it to a cultura l 

pe riod . Fin ally, Thurman Alle n an d J oe Sau nders helped in re cord in g th e Mound B profile , provid­

in g an expert ise in soils th at sh ows clearl y in th e following dis cu ssion . Mound B is also in much better 

co n d ition th an Mound A. So, Mound B d at a include soils descriptions, gra in size data, oxidizable 

ca rbon ra tio (O CR) data, and several radiocarbon dates. 

Fortunately, the Mound A stratigraphy is mu ch simpler than that a t Mound B. This fact, and the 

rel ativel y fe w a rtifacts found in the Mound A test, prompted us to ru n o n ly o n e radiocarbon 

d at e . Simil arly, the South Village p rofil e is fairly straightforward, altho ugh it wo uld have been ni ce 

if th e tr e n ch had been open wh en Alle n a n d Sa u n d e rs visited us. T he re a re st ill so m e qu est ions 

a bou t th e nature a n d origin of th e overb urde n, Zones 1a a n d 1b. We d id run three radiocarbon 

d ates a nd a n O CR colum n from that d epo sit , a nd ha ve a pretty good idea of th e date of th e 

cu ltura l m ateri al. 

PHYSICAL STRATIGRAPHY 

Mound B 

Thurma n Allen and Joe Saunders's description of the Mound B p rofil e is based on observations 

made adj ace n t to a column sample fo r O CR and particle size analyses th at was located on the east 

wall of the 505 trench at the 493R505 stake . These data are summarized in Tabl e 3.1. Gra in size data 

are presented in Tabl e 3.2. The zone designations used in th e field to re cogniz e the seve ral cons tr uc­

tion stages a re noted in both tables and on th e p ro file drawing (Figure 3 .1) . Soil horizons follow 

conven tional nomenclature. Allen 's (1986) review of th e soils in the vicin ity of th e Pove rty Poi nt site 

in Louisian a is a useful reference for th e foll owing discussion. Not only does h e define so il designa­

tion s in te rms that an archaeologist ca n understand, but also Poverty Poin t is si tua te d on a loess 

deposit quite sim ilar to that which underlies th e Batesville Mounds site. Therefo re an understanding 

of the parent material for mound constructi on is possible . 

Zone 5 is th e bottommost of th e deposits, and was clearly recognized in th e field as a premound 

subsoil and subsu r face . This conclusion was based o n so il color, soil textu re, the lack of ar tifacts , and 

the d endri tic pattern that was evide n t on the floo r of the levels in th is zo ne. T ha t is, during the 
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Zone 1A D Zone 2 D Zone 4 

Zone 1B D Zone 3 Zone 5 D 
490 535 

Figure 3. 1. We5t profile dra wing, M ound B trench. 

weathering process polygonal blo cks formed in the su bso il. Allen an d Saunde rs divided the zone into 

two u nits. T he lowest, 4Btb, is an argillic horizo n resulting fr o m the d ownward mi gr a tion of fine­

grained material fro m overlying deposits. The upper un it is label ed 4Eb, indicating th e a lbic na tu re 

of this m aterial. Th at is, this horizon is so m ewhat ligh ter in col or beca use clays an d iro ns have been 

re m oved to the underlying argilli c horizon (Tab les 3.1, 3.2). T h ese processes. known as eluviation 

and illu via tion , require a good deal of tim e a nd a re , therefo re, genera lly no t evide n t in moun d fill. 

Recently, a few very o ld , Archaic period m o unds in Lo u isiana have been fo und to show this deg ree o f 

so il devel opment (Sau nders and Allen 1994; Saunders, Allen, an d Saucier 1994). Zo ne 5 was recog­

n izab le in a ll the Mou nd B an d A ex cava tions. 

Zone 4 is the o ld humus-enri ch ed surface horizon (4Ab) th at was buried by th e construc tion of 

Mound B. It is ve r y nea rly h o r izontal and evid e n t throug ho u t th e profil e in th e 50 5 tren ch . It 

a ppe ars th a t little effo rt was m ad e to prepa re the surface before moun d construction. T h e boundary 

between th is zon e , a nd th e overlying m o un d deposi ts is quite o bvio us (Fig u re 3.2) . Th is buried A 

ho rizo n con tai ned a fai r amoun t of cultural m ate r ia l incl ud ing she rds, flakes, and th e rmal sh atte r. 

So me son of cultural ac tivity predated th e mound constructio n in this portion of th e site. 

Zon e 3 (Stage I ) is the fir st o f th e cons tru c tio n stages an d is obvi ously artifi cial with cle arly 

defined basket loading throughou t th e zone . Individual ba sket load s vary in th e amo un t o f o rgan ic 

stain an d cu ltu r al m aterial, bu t most con ta in a good d e al o f both . Basket lo ads ave rag e d a bo ut 

1.5 feet in width an d 0.5 feet in height as cr oss se cti o ned by th e p rofile . The bottom o f each basket 

load con fo rm ed to th e surface o n which it was deposited . Th e top was generally ro un ded . We exc a­

vate d several ind ivid ua l bask et loads for bulk sa m p les, and th ey ran ged in vo lume from abo u t 8 to 15 

ga llo ns. T he bottom boundary o f Stage I is re la tive ly fla t and ho rizontal , d e fined by th e top of the 

premound su rface . Th e top boundary is irregular, fo llowin g th e to ps of ind ividual basket loads, but 

ge nera lly horizontal. It is d efined by a con tin uo us de pos it of darker, coarser mate r ia l, whi ch is 

ge n e ra lly less than 0 .25 inch thic k . Th e origin of th is deposit is unce rta in , but it d oe s suggest 

th a t some sm a ll amount of time e lapsed between th e co m ple tion of Stage I and th e begin n ing o f 
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Tab le 3, 1, Mound B Soils Description 

De sc rip rio n 

Zone l a 

Dark g ra yish brown (I OYR 4(2 ) silt lo am; weak fine gTan u lar st ructure; fri able; 

Depth (em ) Label 

AI O to 12 
clear sm oot h boundary 

Brown (lOYl{ 4/ 3) silt loam ; weak fin e g ra n u la r structu re : friab le ; clear smoo th 
A2 12 to 25 

boun d a ry
 

Da rk yel lowish-brown (IDYR 4/4 ) silt loam; weak m edium suba n g ular bl ock )
 
25 LO 4 2 st ructu re; fr iable ; clear smoo th bo u nd a ry 

Da r k yellowish-bro wn ( IOYR 4/4 ) a n d brown ( IOYR 5/3) silt loa m ; wea k m edium,12 to G4 Bw& E suba ngu la r blo cky st ru ctu re ; fri ab le ; clear wavy bound a ry 

Bro wn ( IOYR 5/3 ) sil t loam; weak m ed ium subangul ar blocky str u ct u re; fr iable ; 
64 to 73 E few soft b lack (m a nga n ese ) ma sses 

ZOIl(' Ib 

Bro wn (7 ,5YR 4/4) silty clay loa m ; m ode rate me d iu m su ba ng u la r blocky 
C I 73 to 102 structu re ; finn ; few soft black (Mn ) m asse s; few silt coat s o n ped su rfaces: clear 

sm oo th bou nda I)' 

Dark yellowish brown ( IDYR 4/6 ) silty clay loa m; modera te m ed iu m subang ular 
C2 I D2 to 127 blocky structure ; fin n ; commo n silt co a ts o n ped su rf a ce s; c lea r sm oo th bo u n d a ry 

Stro ng brown (7,5 YR 4/ G) silty clay loam; co m m on me-dium d istinct pale brown (;3 127 to 153 
( IOYR 6/ 3) mott les; common silt co a ts on ped surface s; a bru p t sm oo th bou nd ary 

l .ight ye llo wish brown (IOYR 6/4 ) silt lo am ; la me lla a nd bodies 0 1' mottles of d ark 
g rayish brown (lOYR '1(2 ) and d ark ye llowish brown ( IOYR 4/4 ); wea k medium

153 to 162 E oI' 2C su ba ng u la r blocky to m assive structu re ; few soft bla ck (1\1 n) m asse s; abrupt wavy 
bo undary 

Zone 2 

Dark g ray ish brown ( l OYR 4/2 ) a nd brown ( IOYR 5/3) si lt loam [ea sily 
recogn izable loa d ed sed im e n ts in 2C l. 2C 2, and 3e ); wea k mediu m suba ng u la r 

2C I 162 to 204 
b loc k)' to massive stru ctu re : fr iable ; few silt co ats o n p ed su rface s: few so n b lack 
(M n) m asses ; a bru p t wavy bou nda ry 

Vel)' dark gray ish brown ( lOYR 3/2) a n d brown ( IOYR 5/ 3) silt loam; weak 
2C:2 204 to 235 medium subangu la r blocky stru ctu re ; fri ab le; few silt coat s o n ped surlaces; few 

so ft black (Mn) m avsr-s: abrup t sm oot h bo u nd ary 

Zon e 3 

Bro wn ( IOYR 4/3), ve l)' dark g rayish bro wn (I OYR 3/2 ), a n d pa le brown ( IOYR 
6/3) si lt loa m ; wea k m ed ium su ba ngu la r b lock y to ma ssive st ruc tu re ; friab le in 

2:15 to 26 9 3e 
u p per and linn in lowe r pan of thi s hor izon (In;" o f mound); few so ft black (M il) 
ma sses; abrupt sm oot h boundary [3C is a cu ltu ra l hori zonl 

Zone 4 

Very dark grayish brown (I OYR 312) an d brow n ( IDYR 5/:\) si lt loam ; m o tt les; 4 Ab 269 to 282 
wea k medium suba ngu la r blocky struc tu re ; friable ; clear smoo th boundary 

Zone :; 

Pa le brown ( IOYR 6/3) silt loam ; common medium di st in ct ye llowish br own 
4Eb 28 2 to 29 1 (I OYR 5/6 ) mottles; wea k m edi u m suba ngu la r blocky stru ctu re; fr iable ; few sm a ll 

co ncret ion s; clear sm oo th bound ary 

Ye flowish b ro wn (lDYR 5/4 & 5/6 ) silt}' cla y loam; few m ed ium di stinct strong-l Btb 291 to 300 
brown (7 ,5YR 4/ G) m ott les; moderat e medium su ba ngu la r b lock y S I I I1' ture : finn 
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Stage IV
 

Stage III
 

Stage II
 

Figure 3.2. Sou thern profile of Mound B tren ch. 
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Table 3,2, Mound B Soil Particle Size Analysis 
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" 00 
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Depth % Sil t % Cl ay Label % Sa nd 
( em) 

Zon e l a 

8 ,5 80 ,3 11 .2 Al o to 12 

15 ,(j 7 ,7 76,7 A2 12 to 25 

74,6 18.1Bw 25 to 42 7.4 

2 ,0 8 1.3 16.7Bw&E 42 to 64 

4 ,1 14 ,8 64 to 73 8 1. 1E 

Zone 1b 

75 ,5 22.6C l 73 to 10 2 1.9 

10 2 to 127 75. 3C2 0 .6 2 'L 1 

127 to 15 3 73 .5 25.9C3 0 .6 

8 1.7 16.3 E o r 2C 15 3 to 16 2 2 .0 

Zone 2 

4 ,9 2Cl 162 to 204 8 1.8 13 .·! 

76,1 11.6 2C2 204 to 235 9 .3 

Zone 3 

11. 63C 235 to 269 7 .1 8 1.3 

Zone 4 

82.6 12 .8 4Ab 269 to 282 4 .6 

Zone :; 

82.,1 1·1.6 4Eb 282 to 29 1 3 .0 

8 1.7 2 .1 16 -3 4B th 29 1 to 300 

Figu re 3,3 , Contour map of f irst stage of Mound B 

construction , 

Stage II, T h er e was not e nough time , h oweve r, 

for an A horizon to form o r for b ioturba tio n to 

o blite ra te the basket loadi n g at the to p of this 

St age 1. 

Stage I var ies betw ee n 1.6 and 1.1 feet in th ick­

ness and is eviden t th rough ou t the leng th of the 

505 tre nch. It can also be seen in the south wall of 

the 545R505 sq ua re , a n d, a lt ho ugh weathering 

makes zo ne d iffe re ntia ti o n im po ssi bl e in the 

555R505 sq uare , th e artifact conten t and the bur­

ied A horizon suggest that Stage I continued this 

far nort h. Using th e arbi trary d atu m established 

to map the site, the origin al ground surface ex posed in th e walls of the 505 trench occurs at about 

211.5 fee t. If this surface is assumed to be re lativel y flat, a n d if th e top o f th e mou n d is assu med 

to be as fla t in the rest of th e mound as it is in the profile of th e trench, the Surfer mappin g software 

m akes it possib le to compu te the volume of fill in the mound between 211.5 an d 213 feet, the 

eleva tio ns of the bottom and top of Stage 1. A total of 52,430 cubic fee t of so il make up this stage , 

covering slig h tly more th an half an acre of land a t the base of the moun d. Of co urse, the original 

su rface may not have b ee n completely leve l, and the edges of th e mound have likely been spread by 

cu ltivation. St ill, it is instr uctive to exam ine the p la n view of the shape of th e m oun d a t th is stage 

(Figure 3.3 ) . It is m ore a circle than a rec ta ngle . 

Stage II (Zo n e 2) is sim ilar to Stage I in str uc tu re and conte nt. I t contai ned a good many 

artifac ts, primari ly fire-cracked rock, flakes, a n d she rds. Clearly defined basket load s a re evid e nt, 

particul arl y in the bo tto m h al f of the deposit. These baske t loads conform to the u ndu latio ns of the 

top of Stage I a t th e bo tto m of the zo n e . T he re is a large le ns of ligh t grey cla y at the begin nin g of 
Stage II that sh ows up in bo th walls of the tre nc h ce ntering on th e 511 sta ke and spreadi ng about 4 

feet on eithe r side. Other wise , the ba ske t loads were similar in size a nd co m positio n to th e Stage I 
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basket loads. However, individual basket loads become difficult to discern in the top half of the 

de posit. It seems likely, therefore, that a fair amount of time elapsed between the completion of Stage 

II and construction of Stage III, long enough so that bioturbation could have mixed the basket 

loading in the top foot of the zone. 

The boundary between Stage II and Stage III is horizontal and regular, again suggesting that 

the top of the mound was exposed long enough to flatten the surface. Stage II does not cover the 

flanks of the Stage I structure. That is, soil was added to the top, but not the sides, of the p re vio us 

structure. The mound was made higher, but no bigger in plan view. This makes it easy to visu a lize 

the shape of the structure at the end of Stage II. Although it was flat topped, it still was not 

rectangular. The mound contains a computed 33,097 cubic feet of fill between the 213- and 215­

foot elevations. 

Stage III is easily distinguished from Stages I and II on the basis of soil texture, color, and artifact 

content. This corresponds with Zone 1b in the stratigraphic sequence and has CI through C2 and E 

or 2C soil designations. Relatively few artifacts came from this zone, and the elevated clay content 

made it difficult to excavate, but easy to recognize both in profile and as we came down on it in the 

individual excavation units. According to Allen, the color, texture, and clay films found on some ped 

surfaces suggest that these sediments are from "old weathered subsoils." The thin silt coats on the soil 

peds also indicate that ground water was moving into and through this horizon. 

Stage III is fairly uniform throughout excepting a much lighter brown layer 3 to 4 inches thi ck 

that occurs at the very bottom of the zone. Allen thinks it likely that this is an E or albic ho rizon, one 

caused by the lateral movement of water as it hits the top of Stage II. This water would have removed 

iron, aluminum, and clays from the deposit, accounting for its lighter color and reduced clay content 

(Tables 3.1, 3.2). 

T he top of Stage III is relatively flat and, again, does not continue down the sides of the mound. 

There was a depression in the top of Stage III that shows up in the west profile of the trench centering 

on the 500R500 stake. This pit was about a foot deep and 4 feet wide on a north-to-south axis. It did 

not extend far enough to the east to be evident in the 505 profile. The mound grew by 3 feet in 

height during this construction phase with the addition of 23,764 cubic feet of dirt. Fo r the first time, 

the mound took on a rectangular outline. 

Mou n d construction concluded with Stage IV. This zone displays the most developed soil in the 

mound fill with an evident A horizon, cambic B horizon, and, at the boundary between Stages IV and 

III, an albic E horizon similar to that found at the bottom of Stage III. The soil particle size analysis 

supports these designations (Table 3.2). The indication is that the surface of Stage IV has been 

exposed to weathering for a relatively long time. 

In addition to the lighter-colored band of soil that has been interpreted as an albic horizon, 

the boundary between Stages III and IV can be distinguished by the siltier texture and darker 

color of the Stage IV fill. Allen suggests that these sediments are likely from surface and subsurface 

soil horizons. Incidentally, the volume of the borrow pit directly to the southwest of Mound B is 6173 

cubic fee t, a number not much different from the volume of Stage IV (6261 cubic fee t) . However, the 

combined total of th e remaining two borrow pits, 9507 cubic feet, does not co m e close to ac­

counting for the volume of Stage III, the next smallest construction event evident in the 505 

trench of Mound B. Stage IV was also distinguished by the number of grou nd squirrel burrows in the 

south wall of the 490R505 unit that were restricted to this zone. We know they were ground squirrel 

burrows because the squirrel would regularly stick its head out of the profile and fuss at us when we 

first opened the uni t. 
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Mound A 

The Mound A profile was relatively simple. This observation may be in part a result of the fact 

that we exposed a relatively small portion of the mound structure, that which is visible in the walls of 

a single 5 by 10 unit. It may also be the result of the destruction of the top layers of this mound 

during the twentieth century. Or it may be that this mound received less attention by the pre historic 

engineers at the Batesville Mounds site. 

At any rate, only one major construction phase is evident in the profile of the 2150R3325 pit 

(Figure 3.4). Four feet of basket-loaded fill sits on top of a well-developed and clearly defined A 

horizon. A single episode of what might be interpreted as a construction stage is evident in the 

southwest corner of the excavation unit where a 1.6-foot-high mound of dirt, placed on the old land 

surface, extended about 2 feet to the east and 4 feet to the north as evident in the profile. However, as 

noted in the discussion of the excavations, there is no indication for much in the way of elapsed time 

between the placement of the dirt making up the hump and the rest of the fill. Perhaps mound 

construction began with a series of small piles of dirt that were connected and filled in. Maybe a single 

small mound was built initially, and we only exposed the edge of it in our excavations. At any rate, 

there is little to distinguish the fill in this portion of the pit from the rest. 

Notwithstanding the clear evidence of basket loading, Mound A contrasts with Mound H in a 

number of ways. Very few artifacts were recovered. The near absence of fire-cracked rock is especially 

notewort hy. This does not mean that our screens from this excavation came up empty, however. La rge 

numbers of concretions were present in everyone of the mound fill levels from the top down to the 

old land surface. The fill for Mound A must have come from a different locality than that for Mound 

B. Th e Batesville Mounds are located on Grenada silt loam and Calloway silt loam soils according to 

the Panola County soil survey (Galberry 1963). Both soils are reported to contain concretions, par­

ticularly in the E horizon, just above a 

fragipan. It may be that the dirt borrowed 

to build Mound A came from deeper in 

the natural soil profile than that used in 

building Mound B. It may be that it came 

from an area of the site that was poorly 

drained, a condition that leads to the for­

mation of concretions. There are, however, 

no obvious borrow pits in the vicinity of 

Mound A. 

South Village 

The stratigraphy exposed in the South 

Village trench is also relatively simple. Cul­

tural material is generally restricted to the 

first foot of the deposit, an anthropic A ho­

rizon (Zone 2), which rests upon undis­

turbed subsoil (Zone 3). This pattern was 

eviden t in the profiles of all the squares ex­

cavated in the southern portion of the area 

investigated and the southern 15 feet of Figure 3.4. West profile of Mound A test pit. 
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the 2460 trench . At abo u t 1165 north th e surface of the site rises to form a low ridge just a t the edge 

of the terrace . Zone 2 co n tin ues to the north a t about the same e levatio n for the remaining 15 fee t of 

the trench (Figure 3.5) . 

The ridge is formed by what appears to be artificial fill (Zones l a and Ib), whi ch reac h es a 

maximum depth of 2 feet at 1175 north. H owever, relatively few ar tifac ts were recovered from this 

zone, and it is diffi cult to explain its purpose e ith e r in terms of p rehistoric or historic ac tivity. A 

stump was un covered a t the head of th e tren ch in the north profile that was only p artially decom­

posed. The top had been buried by the fiJI, a nd the tr ee grew o u t o f the Zone 2 surface. This 

suggested that th e overburden was deposited historically. The ae r ia l photograph on whi ch th e soil 

map is based sh ows the South Village portion o f the site to have been in cultivation in 1962 . Perhaps 

this fill was placed alo ng the edge of th e terrace to redirect runoff and avoid erosion down th e face of 

the terrace. 

RADIOCARBON DATES 

As the chap te r on ce ra m ic analysis will demonstrate, Stages I and II of Mound B co nta ined one of 

the clearest ex amples o f an Early Woodland, Tchula assemblage ye t to be found in north Mississippi . 

A number of authors (Co n naway and McG ahey 1971; Mainfort 1986 ; Phillips 1970; Weinste in 1991 ) 

agree on a general ch ro n ologica l assignment for Tchula and Tchula-like ceramics. This material was 

common between 500 and 100 B.C. One of the two radiocarbon d at es from Stage II (Beta 104356) 

gave a calibrated intercept of 200 B.C., wh ich falls into this period of time (Table 3.3) . This is a bulk 

sam p le run on the re sidual carbon derived from the flotation of on e of the basket loads excava ted 

from the profile in th e h ead of th e 505 tr en ch. H owever, Beta] 04355, the other Stage II sa m p le, is 

500 yea rs to o late (A.D. 390). The sam p le for thi s date was a piece of cha rcoa l from th e gene ra l fill of 

Level 11 in th e 505 R505 sq uare of th e m ound tren ch . Th e sam ple was sm all enough to require an 

AMS date . The th ird Mound B radiocarbon date came from Feature 1, a narrow, funn el-sh aped pit 

Zone 1A Zone 2 • Clay Cap D 

Zone 1B Zone 3 D Fea .11 • 

1180 1170 1160 

Figure 3.5. Drawing of east profile, Sou th Vi llage tren ch. 



Stratigraphic and Chronometric Data 37 

filled with sand and charcoal that Table 3.3. Radiocarbon Dates from. the Batesville Mounds Site 

began at the top of Stage III. The 
calibrated intercept for this 

sample is A.D. 530. 

The physical stratigraphy and 

artifact content suggest that the 

Mound B stages can be grouped 

into two major construction 

events. Stages I and II contain the 

bulk of the Tchula sherds as well 

as most of the fire-cracked rock 

and other artifacts. The clear bas­

ket loading and the high organic 

content of both stages indicate 

that similar processes were in­

volved in mound construction. 

The lack ofevidence for pedogen­

esis at the top of Stage I and the 

clear indication of weathering at 

the top of Stage II document a 

short break in construction activ­

ity between Stages I and II and a 
much longer break between Stages II and III. The earlier date for Stage II fits nicely with this recon­

struction of events, and the ceramic assemblage from this zone. If this were the only date run, we 

would feel comfortable in arguing that the first GIIO stages of Mound B were built during the Tchula 

period. However, the younger Stage II date is based on a piece of charcoal located more than 1.5 feet 

below the top of this construction stage. This raises the possibility that Stages I and II were built well 

after the close of the Tchula period using fill that contained debris from that earlier occupation. 

However, if this were the case, all of the Tchula midden in the Mound B vicinity must have been 
gathered up and used in mound construction. Holland's (1994, 1996a) extensive auger tests in the 

Mound B and Mound A vicinity failed to locate any midden. Excepting the mound fill, the area is 

conspicuously clear of artifacts of any kind. 

Beta 
Sample 
Nu mber 

Bag 
Number 

Calibrated 
Intercept 

Two-Sigma 
Range 

Provenieuce 

98190 II A.D. 530 A.D. 370 to 640 
Mound B, Feature I (Stage 
III) 

104355 96 A.D. 390 A.D. 245 to 450 
Mound B, charcoal in general 
fill of Stage JI 

104356 160 200 B.C. 395 to 20 B.C. 

Mound B, residual carbon in 
notation sample from Stage 
II 

97798 146 A.D. 660 A.D. 590 to 775 Mound A, charcoal in general 
fill of Stage I 

97800 224 A.D. 555 A.D. 405 to 655 
South Village, Feature II, 
Zone 3 

104358 192 01.0.425 A.D. 265 to 290 South Village, Feature7, 
Zone 3 

-I.D. 320 to 57.5 

J04359 200 A.D. 535 A.D. 380 to 645 South Village, Feature 9, 
Zone 3 

Stages III and IV contained considerably less cultural material than the lower two stages. The 

ceramics that were found are similar to those recovered from the rest of the mound. However, the 

Feature 1 date suggests that Stages III and IV were built during the Marksville period occupation of 

the site. 

A single sample of charcoal from Mound A was submitted for analysis (Beta 97798). It was drawn 

from the north wall at a depth of 2.4 feet below the surface, well within the basket loaded, single 

construction phase evident in our test pit in that mound. Relatively few artifacts were recovered from 

Mound A, but those that were suggest that it should be a Tchula period structure. On the other hand, 

the radiocarbon date (A.D. 660) suggests that it was roughly contemporaneous with the occupation of 
the South Village instead (Table 3.3). 

The South Village ceramics suggest a solid, Middle Woodland, Marksville period occupation. 

Three radiocarbon dates were run from the South Village, all from pit features extending down from 

the bottom of the occupation zone into the subsoil. All three (Beta 97800, 104358, and 104359) fall 
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into th e sa me ge ne ra l time range between A.D. 425 and 555. T h is is somewhat late , g iven the n u m ber 

of Marksville sherds found in the South Vill age midden. Howeve r, the complete absen ce of With e rs 

Fabric Mark ed sherds and p redominance o f Mulberry Creek Co rd Marked sh erds in this deposit 

suggest a rel ati vely late date with in the Middle Woodland period . 

OXIDIZABLE CARBON RATIO DATING 

Arch aeologists are learnin g more and m ore abou t soil form ation and are explor in g new appl ica­

tions of this understanding to in te rpre t th e past . O xidizable carbo n ratio (OCR) d ating is one of th e 

promising n ew techniques to res u lt from thi s in te rest in soil d evelopment (Fr in k 1992, 1994). Th e 

technique is based on th e premise that th e ca rbon present in hurnates and charcoa l is broken down 

during th e process of pedogenesis . As a conseque nce , the rati o of total carbon to oxid iza ble ca rbo n 

increases th rough time. What is more, once a llo wan ce is m ade fo r depth , temperatu re , moisture , 

'}leactivity, so il texture, and total amount of ca rbo n , this process occu rs at a constant ra te (Frink 1992) . 

The correl ation between OCR dates and rad io carbon dates h as been very good. The recent applica­

tion of O CR analysis to 200 sa m ples fro m Watson Brake. a Middle Archaic site in Louisiana (Fr in k 

1996) , h as produced re sults th at are co nsiste n t with other d ating techniques. This success a nd the 

relativel y mod est cost o f O CR analysis promp ted us to run a se r ies of e ighty-two dates from two 

column samples, one in Mound B and on e in the South ViIIage . 

The sa m p les were taken a t 5-centimeter in tervals in the d eepest part of the profile in the 50 5 and 

2460 tre n ches. In Mound B, the column was located at th e 492R505 stake a n d co n sisted of six ty 

sa m p les , whi ch were labeled by soil horizon and related to m ound co ns truc tio n stages. The twe n ty­

two sa m ples from the South Village were tak en a t the I I 75 R2 455 stake. All samples we re air dried in 

the lab , rebagged. and sh ip ped to the Archaeol ogy Consulting Team lab in Vermont where th e total 

carbon and o xid izable carbon a mo u n ts were measu red and th e O CR dates computed. 

The O CR dates for Mound B show defini te patterning. Maj o r breaks in th e seq ue nce occur at or 

near the stage boundari es (Tab le 3.4). In a n ea rl ier draft of thi s chap ter, the O CR dates for all the 

sam ples from each stage were ave raged, a nd th ese values plus th e standard d eviati on for each mean 

were used as a rough es tima te o f th e O CR age for each co ns tr uc tio n eve nt. Fortunately, Do ug las 

Frink, o ne of the developers of the OCR d ating technique, read through this draft and pointed ou t, 

in a gracious manner, that we had made a ll th e classic mis takes in our interpretation . Since a ll soi l 

samples are likely to contai n older, residual ca rbo ns, OCR d at a must be interpreted contextuall y. 

That is, the e n tire column m ust be examined in terms of soil texture, pH , and total carbon as well as 

strati graphic descriptions in order to id entify origin al sur faces in which the o rgan ic p ro cesse s in­

vo lved in the growth o f a n A horizon cou ld have reset the o xid izab le ca rbo n rati o . This would a llo w 

elapsed time can be measured . Still , th ere is the possib ility th at th e O CR d at es are o lde r th an the 

completion of anyone construction stage be cause some residua l carbon m ay remain. 

Doug e-rna ile d back h is interpretation o f the Mo und B OCR data (Ta ble 3.5). The d at es are 

based on se lected sampl es th at appear to represent old surfaces that were stable for more or less time. 

For exampl e , the be st eviden ce for a sta ble su r face in th e O CR sequence occurs a t the top of Stage II. 

This co inc ides with one o f th e clearest e xa m ples of pedogenesis in th e profile . The top of S tage II 

showed a goo d deal of bioturbation , to th e point that th e basket lo ad ing was almost com p le te ly 

obliterated in the top fo ot o r so of this stage . This date, 59 7 B.C., is also fairl y close to the early end of 

the range of dates that h ave been associated with the Tchula ce ra m ics found throughout th e fill of the 

mound , bu t in greatest ab u n d an ce in St ag es I and II. Th e OCR date lends so m e support to the 
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Table 3, 4. OCR dates from M ou nd B 

In Depth (, Ill ) Stratum 
OCR Darr-

1";11S B,P, 

2295 0-05 AI 258 Staue IVb 

2294 05-10 Al 1094 

2293 10-1 5 .'\2 1406 

2292 [5-20 A2 1462 

2291 20-25 BW 1400 

2290 25-30 BW 1544 

2289 30-35 BW 1495 

2288 35-40 BW 161 8 

2287 4 0~ 15 8/E1 1589 

2286 45-50 8/E l 1611 

2285 50-55 BIEl 1645 

2284 55-60 B/ E Bott om 151 3 

2283 60-65 E1 top 1516 

2282 65-70 E1 2044 

2281 70-75 CI 2180 Stage III 

2280 75-80 C[ 2475 

2279 80-85 Cl 2829 

2278 85-90 C[ [931 

2277 90-95 C] 2582 

2276 95-100 CI 2569 

2275 lOO-105 C2 2574 

2274 105-110 C2 2419 

2273 110-115 C2 2445 

2272 115-120 C3 2262 

227] ]20-1 25 C2 2949 

2270 125-130 C3 2934 

2269 130-1 35 C3 2[51 

2268 135-140 C3 2463 

2267 140-14 5 C3 2506 

2266 145-150 C3 2760 

ID 
Jkpl h 
(e m ) 

Stratum 
OCR Dat' 
Yt'ar" ILl '. 

2265 [50-155 2Cl/E l 2547 Stage II 

2264 [55-160 2Cl 2998 

2263 160-165 2Cl 3022 

2262 165-170 2Cl 3168 

2261 170-175 2Cl 2982 

2260 175-180 2Cl 2901 

2259 [80-185 2CI 2996 

2258 185-190 2Cl 2959 

2257 190-195 2Cl 2874 

2256 [95-200 2C112C2 2920 

2255 200-205 2C2 2975 

2254 205-210 2C2 3013 

2253 210-215 2C2 2961 

2252 215-220 2C2 2894 

225 1 220-225 2C2 3009 

2250 225-230 2C2 2735 

2249 230-235 2C2 2871 

2248 235-240 3Cl 2918 Stage 1 

2247 240-245 3Cl 2818 

2246 245-250 3Cl 3091 

2245 250-255 3CI 2845 

2244 255-260 3C1 3000 

2243 260-265 3C1 2902 

2242 265-270 4A 3397 Buried A 
Horizon 

2241 270-275 4A 4213 

2240 275-280 4A 6019 

2239 280-285 4A /E 10286 Subsoil 

2238 285-290 4A / E 12766 

2237 290-295 4 E 15393 

2236 295-300 '1£ 13768 
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Ta bte 3.5. Signif icanl OCR Dal es fro m M ou nd B 

Stage OCR/ l\lRT Event of Occupatio n ID 

IV A. D. 856 
Ti me after aban do nmen t of mound and 
resumptio n of ped ogenic g rowt h of so il 

2294 

III " .0 . 434 
Ti me p rior to fina l use of moun d , and 
time prior to burial of Stage III su rface 

2283 

II 597 B.C. 
Tim e prior to final use o f mound , and 
time pr ior to bu rial of Stage II surface 

2265 

II 
In situ pedo geni c development in upper 
levels of Stage II. OCR da ta suggest 
stabi lity of surface fo r 62 J± years 

2265-2262 

I 785 B.C. 
Time prior to final use of mo und , an d 
time prior to bur ial of Stage I surface 

2250 

Buri ed A 
Ho rizon 998 B.C. T ime pr ior to bur ial of o rig inal surface 2243 

MRT, M ean residua l lime. 

Table 3.6. OCR Samplesfro m the Sou th Village 

ID De pt h (em ) Zone 
OC R Date 
Years B. P. 

2573 0-5 l A 218 

2574 5-10 IA 1061 

2575 10-15 lA 1399 

2576 15-20 1:\ 2175 

2577 20-25 l A 253 6 

2578 25-30 IA/ I B 2955 

2579 30-35 IB 3240 

2[)80 35-40 IB 3343 

2:'81 40-45 I B 3348 

2582 45-50 IB 3768 

2583 50-55 I B 3080 

l ID Depth (em) Zon e OCR Date 
Years B.P . 

2584 55-60 I B/ 2 2536 

2585 60-65 2 2286 

2586 65·70 2 2094 

2587 70-75 2 1944 

2588 75·80 2 202 1 

2589 80-85 2 2639 

2590 85-90 3 4630 

2591 90-95 3 5 101 

2592 95-100 3 6570 

2593 100-105 3 63tH 

2594 105-108 3 6206 
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ea rlier of th e Stage II rad ioca rbon dates, th e Beta 104356 dat e of 200 B.C . The other Stage II da te is 

co ns iderably younger (Be ta 104355, A.D . 390) . T here is, however, a rough co r re spondence be tween 

th e O CR da tes a nd th e third Mound B radiocarbon da te . Beta 98 190 was run on a pi ece of charcoal 

re cove red in a pit that origin ated from th e top o f Stage III . The A. D. 53 0 date is e n tire ly possibl e 

given th e suggeste d OCR date of A.D . 434 fo r th e co m p le tion of Stage III. 

T he South Village OCR dates are much m ore difficul t to interpret in terms of th e cu ltural d ata , 

radiocarbon dates, and stratigraphy (Ta ble 3.6). The O CR sam p les we re taken in a co lum n in the 

deepest part of the deposit, at a point whe re Zones l a an d l b were nearly 2 feet deep. These zones 

rep resent a sterile overburden that seals th e m idden deposi t in this portion of the site. At the tim e of 

the excavation we thought this overburden was likely to be fairly recent because the stump of a tr ee 

th at g rew out of the top of Zone 2 was uncove red in the no r th profile of the trench. This stump was 

no t completely ro tted . Therefore the OCR dates fo r Zo ne 1b came as a surprise. Even if the ove rbur­

den is not as recen t as we thought, it su rely is not as o ld as th e OCR data indicate. Th e abu ndan t 

ceram ics from Zon e 2 are clearly Middle Woodl and an d th e th ree radiocarbon samples from fea tures 

originating fro m this zone range from A.D . 425 to 555 in correc ted intersect dates (Table 3.3). More­

over, the O CR da tes for Zone 2 are gene ra lly several hundred years you nge r than the overlying Zon e 

1b da tes. 

The problem in interpreting the d ifferences between the O CR, radi ocarbon , an d ceram ic data 

undersco res th e basic and perennial difficul ty in using rad iometri c methods to date cultura l even ts. 

The eve n ts and processes being measured mu st coi nc ide. That is, th e ca rbon sam ples measure d in 

bo th the ra diometric and O CR an alyses need to have begun thei r agin g processes a t th e same time 

the cu ltural d eposits were being formed. If o lder carbons were incorpora te d in a ny of th e samp les , th e 

res ulting da te will be irrelevant. It seems likely that th is situa tio n app lies to som e of th e O CR dates 

and some of the radiocarbon dates from Mound B. It must ap ply to all of the OCR dates fro m the 

South Village. In particular, the inverted series of dates fo r Zo nes Ib and 2 points to th e co n tamina­

tion of a you nger deposit with older carbons. 





4 
Ceram ics
 

One of the first things that became evident as our trench progressed into Mound B was the 

uniform nature of the ceramic assemblage. Surface treatment was primarily fabric marking with a fair 

amount of very distinctive punctated and cord-impressed types. This was not what we had expect ed. 

Earlier work by Holland (1992,1994; Holland-Lilly 1996a) had demonstrated that the site contained 

no evidence of a Mississippian occupation, and Ford's (l996a) field school excavations had docu­

mented a substantial Middle 'Voodland occupation. ''lie assumed that Mound B was another of the 

growing number of Middle Woodland flat-topped mounds that have been identified in the Southeast 

in recent years. The fact that it contains one of the purest Early Woodland components to be exca­

vated in the region came as a surprise and made the analysis of the ceramics an important first step in 

understanding the site. Add to that the substantial sample of Middle Woodland ceramics we recov­

ered from the South Village excavations, and you have the makings of a good thesis, one that Rod ney 

Stuart agreed to write. This chapter is based substantially on his work (Stuart 1997). As it turns out, 

Stuart is a splitter, and Johnson is not. Since Johnson is the senior author, there will be some re vision 

in the following discussion. H oweve r, it was Stuart who looked at each of the nearly 11,000 mostly 

plain, cord-marked, and fabric-marked sherds, more than once. Johnson just reanalyzed the deco­

rated ones. 

During the course of the excavation we opened twenty-four separate units, which were divided 

into a total of 183 levels. There are an additional forty-seven special proveniences such as features, 

profile cleaning, flotation, OCR, and radiocarbon samples. The ceramic and lithic analyses could 

begin with a tabulation of all artifacts by all provenience units, but this would be un n ec essarily 

tedious and would mean far less than the tabulations that follow. The tables in chapters 4 and 5 show 

the distribution of artifacts within the zones that were defined in the preced ing chapters on the basis 

of stratigraphic and pedological analyses. In several cases excavated levels cross cut zones. Whenever it 

was possible, the level was taken out in two units or terminated, and a new level begun so that zone 

assignment would be clear. Sometimes, particularly early in the fieldwork, this was not possible. 

Material from these levels is designated accordingly. Of course, detailed, provenie nce-level data are 

stored on disk at the University of Mississippi and are available for future analysis. 

CLASSIFICATION 

The starting point for any analysis of ceramics from western Mississippi is always Phillips's (1970) 

report on material collected by the Lower Mississippi Survey from the southern Yazoo Basin. In the 

report he summarizes major trends in the settlement and prehistory of most of the Low er Mississippi 

Valley as seen from west-central Mississippi. The primary emphasis is ceramics, and the typology is 

comprehensive, but, for obvious reasons, biased to the southern half of the Delta. As will become clear 
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during the course of th is chap ter, cera mic types and phases are less secure in th e north De lta. Still, 

Phillips's typology is funda me n ta lly sound a nd applicabl e . Nearly a ll of th e fo llowing typ es are de­

rived from his wor k. Those th at are not will be noted speci fica lly. 

Most of the she rd s are rela tively sma ll. Exceptin g a n e lbow pipe, no fits were found in th e 

collections fro m e ither the vill age or th e mound. Co nsequ ently, informati on o n ves se l shape is 

hard to come by. Because we used lis-inch screen in th e field, th ere are a good m any very small sh erds 

in the coll ection , too small to be of much use in classifica tion . Therefore, th e first step in the analysis 

was to pl ace the she rds in a Y4-in ch scree n . All the ma teria l th at fell th rough was excluded fro m 

furth er analysis. 

Altho ugh there is a good deal of varia tio n in tem per in th e Bat esville ce ra m ic sa m p le, th e 

sign ifica nce of tha t variation in te rm s of chro nology is the point o f some debate (Ford 1981, 1988; 

Peacock 1996). And, in fact, th e Bat esville Mounds ceram ics show some patterning in temper, whi ch 

can be brought to bear on the qu est ion of temper as a tim e marker in no rth Mississippi. Still, th e 

major typ ological di stinction in the sample is in terms of surface treatment, an d th a t is the basis for 

th e classifica tion . 

Plainware 

A fairl y la rge p roportion of th e pl ainware from Mou nds A a nd B and the Sou th Village of th e 

Batesville Mou nd s site appears to be burn ished . It is not clea r whether or not th e sh iny surface is a 

direct result of an intentional effort of the makers. A total of 518 sherds from Mound B are burnished , 

representing nearl y 19 percent of the to tal plainware there . At Mound A, th e pe rce ntage is sim ilar. 

Seven of the 48 plain sherds from th is mound are bu rn ished. The percentage of burnished pl ain ware 

increa ses in Sout h Villag e North . Six hundred eighty-th ree of the 26 18 pi eces of pla inwa re hav e this 

su rface finis h. T his is over 26 percent of the plain sherds. However, Sou th Village South shows the 

opp osite trend. O nly 135 of th e total of 1269 pla inware pieces, fewer th an II percent, are burnish ed . 

A few of th e de cora ted pieces are also burnished. These sherds were all from the South Village and are 

either Marksville Incised or Marksville Stamped . 

Baytown Plain, var. Thomas n = 1886 

In Phill ips's (1970) reworking of th e regional typology, Baytown Plain is th e monster typ e th at 

essen tially includes a ll p la in sherds th a t a re not she ll- o r fiber-tempered . Sand temper is th e distin ­

gu ish ing criterion for two vari eties of Baytown Plain , 7.101 : Bowie and uai: Thomas. Both are defi ned to 

include sherds with sm all am ou nts of grog temper in ad d itio n to the sand. Var. Bowie is described to 

have red and ora nge surface colors (Ph illips 1970 :49), a common character istic of much of th e sand­

tempered materia l from Mound B. T his, plus th e fact th at Phillips (1970:878) lists var. Bowie as a 

marker fo r the Turkey Rid ge phase, a regional var iety of th e Early Woodland , makes it tempti ng to 

ass ign th e sandy sherds from Mound B to that var iety (Stuart 1997). However, ora nge and red san dy­

paste she rds a re j ust as co m mo n in th e South Village samp le whe re th e decorated types indica te a la te 

Middle Woodland occ upatio n. lin: Bowie would n ot be an approp ria te classificat ion for th ose sherds . 
Furthermore, var. Bowie was defined o n the basi s of site collec tions fro m the ex treme wes te rn part of 
the Delta (Phillips 1970:49). O n the other hand, th e distri bu tion of vm: Thomas is though t to center 

on the porti on of th e Delta just to the west of the Batesville Mounds site (Phillips, Ford, an d Griffin 
1951:142; Ph illips 1970 :55). In addition, uai: Thomas has com e to be used as a general ca tcha ll for 

plain sherds with sa ndy paste in western Mississippi . T herefore we have dec ided to call th e pl ain 

sherds with sand o r sa nd and a littl e bit o f grog Baytown Plain , uar: Thomas. 
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Most of the var. Thomas rims are plain , without folds or special features. However, e igh t sherds 

from the South Vill age have rims that a re flattened with an overhang on both th e interior an d 

exterior. One of th e sherds with a fold ed rim is extremely we ll m ad e and a p pears to be part of a 

g lob ular vessel with a restri cted open ing. There is also on e sherd from an o pe n bow l with a broadl y 

scalloped edge . 

Baytown Plain, var. unspecified n = 4392 

T he remain der of th e grog-tempered plain sherds were pl aced in th e ca tego ry Baytown Plain, var. 

u nspecifi ed. T his in cludes sherds with a good deal of grog and so me san d as well as a few sherds from 

Mound B th at h ave no sand at all in the paste . The only significant var iati on in th ese she rds is in 

terms of co lor, whi ch ranges from nearly white, to red, to dark brown. Some sherds h ave black cores. It 

sho uld be noted that a few pieces of plainware have the contorted or laminat ed appearance in cross 

sec tion th at is associate d with Tchefuncte ceramics. Two sherds, one a r im , have ex te rio r bosses. 

Turkey Paw Plain, var. unspecified 11 = 400 

Bone-tem pered sherds were found in fair numbers in collections from the Gain esville Rese r voi r in 

weste rn Alabama where J enkins (1981:157) finds them to be a late Middle Woodland time marker. 

T h is temper reach es a peak frequency of about 7 percent in that area. Other sites h ave also produced 

a few bone-tempered sherds , including Pinson and Ingomar, where th ey have been co nsi dered to 

represen t possible tr ad e items or to have ceremonial significance (Mainfort 1986:46; Main for t 1988:I 39; 

Raffe r ty 1990:93) . Some of th e bone-tempered sherds from th e Batesville Mo unds also co ntai n grog 

and sand. Bone-tempered she rds, including fabric-marked ex am ples , make u p exac tly 10 pe rcent of 

th e to tal co llec tio n fro m th e South Village of th e Batesville Mounds site . T hey are co mple te ly missing 

from th e Mounds A and B sam p les . 

Fabdc Marked 

Withers Fabric Marked, var. Withers n 576 

Figure 4.1, a an d b 

Of the two var ie ties of Withers Fabric Marked th at we re r ecovered durin g th e Batesville Mounds 

ex cava tions, the most common by far is uat: Withers. Withers Fabric Marked is fo u nd primari ly in th e 

Tch ul a pe r iod, bu t co n tin ues into early Marksville (Ph illips 1970:175; Toth 1988:233). Vcn Withers 

h as fabr ic o r baske try impressions that tend to cover the entire vessel (Phi llips 1970:174-75) . With ers, 

ua t: Withers, in cludes all clay-tempered fabric-marked pottery in th e sample . O ne pas te ch aracteristic 

shows up wh en yo u try to write provenience numbers on th e backs of th ese sherds: all of the var. 

Withers sherds are softer th an most of the cord-marked sherds. All of th e Withers rim she rds fro m 

Ba tesville ar e p lai n, from large vessels with vertical sides. 

Withers Fabric Marked, var. Twin Lakes n = 6 

Withe rs Fabric Mark ed, var. Twin Lakes is distinguished from va r. Withers on th e basis of temper. 

This varie ty in clu d es th e sandy sherds and is essentially the equivalent of Baytown Plain, var. Thomas. 

And, as with Baytown Plain , th e break between the two varieties of Withe rs is proble matic . Q ues tion­

ab le pieces are ofte n p laced into va r: Wi thers (Phillips 1970:174-75), and thi s exampl e h as been 

fo llowed in thi s analysis. Withe rs, var. Twin Lakes, appears to have th e same te m poral range as With­
ers, var. Withers (Ph illips 1970:174-75). 
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Figu re 4. 1. Withers Fa bri c Mar ked, ua r: Withers, a - b : Mu lberry C ree k Cord Mar ked . uar: Blue Lake, c - f. 
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Cor d Marked 

As o thers h ave n oted (P hillips 1970: 136; Jenkins 1981 :99) , th e type design a tion fo r co rd-marked 

sherds in th e Yazoo Basin , Mu lberry Creek Cord Mar ked , has developed in a peculiar way. The type 

was named by H aag (1939) after a site in th e Pickwick Basin in northwestern Alabam a a nd adopted by 

Ph illips, Ford, and Gr iffin (19 51) in th ei r analysis of ceramics fro m the Lower Mississippi Valley. At 

about th e same time that H aag was studying th e ceramics fr o m th e central Tenn essee River Vall ey, 

J e n n ings (1941) was workin g in the To m bigbee River drainage just to the south in northeastern 

Mississippi . He named two co rd-marked type s, using Furrs for sa nd-tempered sherds and T isho mingo 

for grog-te mpered sherds . It may have been a matter of priority th at led Phillips and his cowo rk ers to 

use H aag's type rather th an Jenn in gs's. And, with th e adve n t of th e type variety syste m of ce ram ic 

typol ogy, Jenkins's (1981:99) renam ing the Tombigbee grog-tem p e red type as Mul be rry Creek Co rd 

Marked , uat: Tishomingo, is ce rtain ly reasonab le . Wh y, the n , did J enkins (1981) main ta in th e FUlTS 

Cord Marked type ra the r th an making it a variety of Mul be r ry Creek? There is another san dy-paste 

variety of Mul ber r y Cree k: var. Blue Lak e. H owever, it is clea r that tem per variation within th e cord­

marked varieties of western Mississippi d oes not mean the same in te rms of chronol ogy as it does in 

ea stern Mississippi . We foll ow th e Lower Valley typology for co rd-marked ceramics in our analysis. 

Mulberry Creek Cord Marked, var. Blu e Lake n = 1367 

Figure 4.1 , c th roughf 

Mulberry Cre e k Cord Marked , uar. Blue Lake, da tes to the Marksville a nd Baytown periods . It is 

di sti nguished from the other varieties o n the basis of a sandy paste (Phi llips 1970:136- 38) . Gro g is 

sti ll presen t as a mi nority n onpl asti c in the Thomas-like pas te of some of th e uat: Blu e Lake sherds. 

Most of the r ims are plain, straigh t forms , but deep notchi n g is a minor mode . 

Mulberry Creek Cord Marked, var. unspecified n = 153 9 

Mulberry Cree k Co rd Marked, var. unspecified, a lso incl u des sherds co n ta in in g both san d and 

grog, b u t grog is clea rl y th e majority tempering ag en t. Exce p ting tem pe r, th ey are id e n tica l in 

appearance to th e var. Blue Lake sh erds. T he small num be r of sherds (20) with grog b ut no appre­

ciabl e san d are counted here . 

Turkey P aw Cord Marked, var. unsp ecified n = 374 

Bone-tempe red co rd-marked pieces, whi ch con tain gr og and / o r san d inclusions, we re classifi ed as 

Turkey Paw Cord Marked, ua r: unspecified. The temporal ra nge of this type h as not been clearl y 

es tablished , but a la te Mid dle Woo d land assignmen t is sugges ted Ue nki ns 1981 :158 ) . 

Punctated 

H ere is wh ere it ge ts kind of tr icky. Mound B produced a large numbe r of pun ctated sh e rds, some 

of whi ch are quite dis tinc tive. Excl ud ing fingerna il punctation , th ere are two main Wood lan d pe riod 

p unctated typ es for the region , Ch u rupa and Twin Lak es. Each of these has a long and comp licated 

h isto ry, and as a co nsequ en ce the re are some me thodological difficulties in sorting Ear ly Woodland 

puncta ted sh erds in to the ap propriate varie ties. In fact, th e fo llowing classification di ffers from th e 

one Rodney Stuart (1997) foll owed in h is th esis. 

In th e origin al type defi nition, Twin Lakes Puncta ted was recogn ized as a rim treatment th a t was 

foun d only at the No r man and Twin Lak es sites in th e northern Del ta (Ph illips, Fo rd, an d Gri ffin 
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1951:76). It was defined on the basis of two o r more ro ws of sh ort wedge-shaped p u n ctates arranged 

in a herringbon e pattern a n d lo cated immediatel y bel o w the rim . A co m pani o n typ e , Crowde r 

Pu n ctated, was recognized a t the same time . In thi s case , the punctates are ro u n d a nd located in 

pa rall el row s below th e rim of the vessel. Bo th were thou gh t to be Early Woodland typ es of rela­

tivel y lim ited di stribu tion (Ph illips , Ford , a n d Griffin 1951 :76) . Sig ni fic a nt ly, neither typ e was 

found at th e Jaketown site (Fo rd , Phillips, an d Haag 1955), located in the so u th ern Delta, ap par­

ently ou tside their di st ribution . 

Phillips (1970:165-66) later com bin ed th e two type s, recogn izi ng thei r simila rity in te rm s of 

lo cation on the vessel an d basic design , but p reserving the distin ction in terms o f kind of punctation 

a t th e varie ta l level. Toth (1988 :232) defined a third variety of Twin Lakes to account for sherds with 

V Ol: Twin L akes-like wedge-shaped punctations that are located in rows be low th e rim like cla ssic Twin 

Lakes, but are not arranged in a herringbon e fas h io n . Twin Lak es Pun ctated, var. Hopson, is fou nd in 

th e sa me area and a t th e same tim e as th e o the r two varie ties . Finally, Fo rd (1990) defin ed a Twin 

Lak es Puric tated variety that is not pr imarily a rim treatment. Twin Lak es Punctated, uat: Tidwell, was 

named in orde r to describe designs fo u nd o n a num ber of wh ole vessels fro m a bu rial m ound located 

in the No r th Cen tra l Hills to th e eas t o f th e Batesville Mounds si te . In thi s va r ie ty, pun c ta tions 

similar to th ose found on V Ol : Twin L akes and var. H opson are used to fill in curvilinear ann recti linear 

zones on th e bo dy of the vessel. 

Chur upa Puncta ted was originally named to describe mater ial fro m n ear th e mouth o f th e Red 

Rive r in Louisiana (Ph ill ips , Ford, and Griffin 1951 :95) , bu t has been found a t m an y sites in the 

so u the rn portion of the Delta (G reengo 1964; Phillips 1970:67-68) . The most di stin ctive ch aracteris­

tic o f the type is th e na tu re of the punctates, Descr ibed as hemicon ical , th ey were mad e with a holl ow 

to ol that was pu shed agains t th e surface of th e vessel a t an oblique an gle . T hese punctates are located 

in LOnes bounded by the br oad , U-sh ap ed lin es typ ica l of Marksville In cised a nd Stamped varie ties . It 

is though t to be a Marksville and somewhat later type (Phillips 1970 :698). 

Excavat io ns at the Boyd site in th e western Delta led to th e definition of an o th er, ea r lie r variety 

of Churu pa Punct a ted. The lower zo ne a t th e site produced a number of di agnosti c Ea rly Woo d land 

typ es including Withe rs Fabric Marked an d Twin Lakes Punctated, var. Twi n Lakes. The zoned punctated 

she rds fro m this level a re lik e Chu rupa exce p t th at they show a vari ety of o th e r typ es of pu n cta­

tiori s, and th e in cised lin es bo un di ng the pun ctati ons vary in width from broad to narrow (Con naway 

an d McGah ey 1971 :24-25). To th (1988:223) found this extension of the o ri ginal type defin ition 

to be u se ful in hi s s tu dy of ea r ly M arksvill e sites in th e Low e r Mississippi Vall ey. H e fo u n d 

Churupa Punctated , vm: Boyd, to be restrict ed to sites in th e northern portion of th e Del ta with 

stron g Tch ul a com pon e n ts. 

Foll owing the estab lished typ ology, we have so r ted th e punctated she rds fro m Bat esville into rim 

tr eatments and body deco rations. I f the punctation is a rim treatme nt, th e she rd was classi fied in to 

one of three varie ties of Twin Lakes Punctated . Sh erds with round punctations ar ranged in lin es near 

th e r im we re classified as Twin Lak es Punctat ed, var. Croioder: Those with wedge-sha pe d o r o b lo ng 

pu n ctates arra nged in a h e rringbo ne pattern were ca lled Twin Lak es Pu n ctated , vm: Twin Lakes. 

Th ose with wedge-sh aped or o blong punc tates ar ra nged in one or more rows parallel to th e r im with 

th e pu ncta tes oriented in th e same d irecti o n fe ll into the Twin Lakes Punctated , VaT: Hopson, category. 

Sh erds o n whi ch the punctations are part of a zoned body decoration were all clas sified as Ch uru pa 

Punctat ed , mostly uat: Boyd. Only one sh owed th e classic h emiconical pun ctations of va r. Churupa. 

None showed the he rringbon e or lin ear pa ttern of p unc ta tio n characteristic of the zoned d eco rati on 

o f Twin Lak es Pun ctated , var. Tidwell. 
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Churupa Punctated, var. Churupa n 1 

Figure 4.2, a 
A single sherd from the South Village shows the distinctive punctates characteristic of var. Churupa, 

but lacks incised lines delineating a zone. This is likely because it is so small. Although it should 

probably be placed in the unspecified punctated category, the punctates are so distinctive that we 

have designated it an example of the type variety. 

Churupa Punctated, var. Boyd n 15 

Figure 4.2 b through g 

The punctates on the sherds identified as Churupa Punctated, var. Boyd, are generally small and 

round although a few are triangular, formed with a pointed tool pressed into the vessel at an oblique 

angle. The lines zoning these punctates are narrow and V-shaped. There are two sherds with puncta­

tions in zones that are not defined by incised lines. One sherd shows the zone of decoration angling 

down from the rim toward a pronounced and sharply angled shoulder. None of the sherds is large 

enough to give any idea of overall design, but all are bounded by straight rather than curved lines. 

Twin Lakes Punctated, var. Twin Lakes n = 38 

Figure 4.3, a through i 

As discussed, the primary sorting criterion for var. Twin Lakes is a herringbone design below the 

rim. This design is usually executed with wedge-shaped punctations, but they tend to be long and 

often appear to be incised rather than punctated. In two cases the lines are definitely incised. We 

could name a new type, Twin Lakes Incised, but we won't. In ten cases the design is located on a broad 

bevel on the outside of a thickened rim. One sherd has a rim with a square cross section with one-half 

of the herringbone design on the top and the other on the outside of the vessel. Two sherds show tick 

marks on the rim that appear to be continuations of the herringbone pattern on the adjacent exterior 

surface. Three sherds are red slipped. 

Twin Lakes Punctated, var. Crowder n 8 

Figure 4.4, a through d 

Twin Lakes Punctated, var. Crowder, sherds show two or three rows of small round punctations 

located just below the rim on the outside of the vessel. If the punctates were elongated and vertical, 

we placed the sherd in the var. Hopson group. 

Twin Lakes Punctated, var. Hopson n 57 

Figure 4.4, e through i 

Most of the var. Hopson sherds look like var. Twin Lakes with the herringbone pattern straightened 

out. In fifteen cases the design is located on an exterior bevel, and in two of these cases the shape is 

nearly identical to that found on some of the var. Twin Lakes sherds. The biggest difference from oar 

Twin Lakes, other than the arrangement of the punctates, is the tendency for var. Hopson sherds to 

show one or two incised lines below the punctations. Fourteen sherds display this feature. Like the rest of 

the Batesville ceramics, most of these sherds have a red or orange paste, but five are clearly red slipped. 

Unspecified Punctated n = 3 

The unspecified class includes those sherds that are too small to determine whether the punctates are 

a rim treatment or body treatment. That is, they cannot be placed into either of the punctated types. 
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Figure 4.2. C hur up a Pun ctated , var. Chu ru pa. a ; C h u r u pa Pu nctated, uar: Boyd, b - g. 
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Figure 4.3. T win Lakes Pu n ctatcd , uar. Twin Lakes, a- i. 
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Figure 4.4 . Twi n Lakes Pu n c ta ted , va r. Crowder, a - d ; Twin La kes Pun cta ted , va r. H opson, e - i . 
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Cord Impressed 

Cormorant Cord Impressed, var. Cormorant n 11 

Figure 4.5 a through c 

Cormorant Cord Impressed was originally defined by Phillips and his coauthors (1951:73) on the 

basis of material from the extreme northern portion of the Delta, just to the south of Memphis. The 

type has come to include any decoration on a 'Woodland period paste that was executed by pressing a 

single cord into the surface of the vessel (e.g., Ford 1990), but in the original definition the decora­

tion is described as a rim treatment. In fact, most of the illustrated examples of the type are very 

similar to Twin Lakes Punctated, var. Twin Lakes and var. Hopson, in design and placement. The cord 

impressions on two of the Batesville sherds are located on an exterior bevel, which is characteristic of 

Twin Lakes sherds from the site. On another sherd two parallel cord impressions are located just 

below a break that appears to have occurred at the bevel, and a single row of punctates occurs below 

the cord impressions. This sherd is also red filmed. On one example, three horizontal rows of cord 

impressions were made by pressing a cord-wrapped dowel into the soft clay just below the rim. The 

effect is very similar to Twin Lakes Punctated, var. Hopson. 

Unspecified Cord Impressed 11 = 8 

The unspecified cord-impressed category includes all the body sherds with cord impressions. That 

is, it is not possible to determine whether the decoration is a rim treatment or not. 

Incised 

Cross-Hatched Rims n 19 

Figure 4.5, d through i 

Cross-hatched rims have traditionally been considered a marker of early Marksville in the alluvial 

valley. In fact, their presence at the Twin Lakes site just to the west of the Batesville Mounds prompted 

the definition of an early Marksville, Twin Lakes phase (Phillips 1970:891), but not without some 

misgivings. Although the surface collection from that site contained 3663 sherds and 14 cross-hatched 

rims, no Marksville Stamped or Marksville Incised sherds were found. Marksville period cross-hatched 

rims are usually found on incised and stamped vessels. Phillips (1970:491) concluded that, in this 

case, cross hatching must be "strictly rim treatments on vessels otherwise undecorated." 

Three similar cross-hatched rims were found at the Boyd site in the northern end of the Del ta , a 

stratified site containing both a Tchula and a Marksville component. One was found in the earlier 

zone, one in the later, and one in a mixed context. Connaway and McGahey (1971:25) conclude that 

the similarities in paste and design indicate that these rims are part of the Zone I, Tchula ceramic 

assemblage at the site. However, on the basis of the cross-hatched rims in addition to Twin Lakes 

Punctated, Indian Bay Stamped, and one sherd of Marksville Incised from the general levels in Zone 

1, Toth (1988:118) concludes that there was a later, early Marksville component in Zone 1. Connaway 

and McGahey (1971:20-21) consider the Indian Bay Stamped and Marksville Incised sherds to be 

intrusive from Zone II. In support of their argument, neither of these types was found in the Zone I 

pits (Connaway and McGahey 1971:table 3), but then neither were any of the cross-hatched rim s. 

Brookes and Taylor (1986:26) follow Toth in his 1977 dissertation in assigning the cross-hatched rims 

from Boyd to the early Marksville period, but, upon reflection, Brookes (1988:xi) has concluded that 
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Figu re 4.5 . Corm ora nt Cord Im pressed , V al: Cormorant, a - c; cross-h a tched rims, d - i. 
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the crud e cross-h atched rims found at the Boyd site and on Twin Lakes phase sites to the southeast 

are Tchula rather than Marksville markers. Therefore , it is particularly interesting to n o te that all of 

th e cross-hatch ed rims recovered fro m the Batesville Mounds site during the su m mer of 1996 were 

foun d in Mound B, along with several other Tc h ula period types. 

T he Bat esville cross-hatched rims are relatively crude ly execu te d with uneven spacing a nd ir regu­

lar lines. One she rd shows a pronounced sho u lde r th at marks the boundary betwee n the ri m d ecora­

tio n a nd th e rest of th e pot, a n arrangement th at is qu ite sim ilar to th e broad bevel th at bears th e 

pun ctations , in cising, an d cord impressions on severa l examp les of Twin Lak es and Co rmora n t sherds 

from th e site . In four cases th e decoration is delimi ted by an incised line. Ano th er sherd shows small 

tick marks along the lower edge of the decoration and longer tick marks ab ove the cross hatching on 

th e o utsid e of the rim. T ick ma rks on the rim are fou n d on a second she rd o n wh ich the lower 

boun dary of the cross hat ch ing is miss ing. Sm all circular p unc ta tions del imi t the upper and lower 

boundaries of the cross-hatched zone o n ano ther sherd . 

Marksville Incised, var. unspecifi ed n 11 

Fig ure 4.6, a through d 

Li ke most of th e typ es fro m the Lower Valley, Mar ksvill e Incised h as a long an d convoluted 

h isto r y. Phillips (1970:110-1 9) spends several pages d escribi ng the type and its varieties and explain­

ing the rationale underlying h is divisio ns. Sherds with broad-line , U-shaped incisions were originally 

placed in to on e type with close ly spaced lines, Yokena , and one with broadly space lines, Marksville . 

Yokena was th ought to be la te r. Co nseque n tly, a ll the broad-lin e in cised sherds from la te Middl e 

Wood land sites in th e so uthern portion of th e Yazoo Basin were classified as Yokena In cised (G reengo 

1964) . However, bo th broadl y a nd closely spaced d esigns were fo un d a t th ese sit es . Ph illips (1970:11 I ) 

found it use ful to classify all sh e rds with shallow, broad in cising as a single typ e, Ma rksville Incised , 

which he subdivid ed into severa l varie ties. Yokena is one of the varieties, bu t it is no t the only variety 

with close ly spaced in cising . 

Mark sville-style incising is qui te distinctive , m ak ing typ e identification easy. However, most of 

the att ribu tes used in di stin guish ing varie ties ar e difficul t to see on sm all sherds. T he refore, we will 

take adva n tage of on e o f th e major advan tages of th e type va riety system of classification . If th e 

investigato r ca n no t divide th e type into varie ties o n the basis of th e samp le , he or she does not have 

to . Most of th e inc ised lin es o n the Marksville sherds in our co llectio n are curved . 

Unspe cified Incised n = 22 

Several she rds were fo u nd on whi ch the incising was too indistinct or the sh e rd too small to allow 

type assignmen t. All show stra ight, nar row lines th at are ofte n m u ltiple and generally p ara lle l, run­

ning at a di agonal to th e rim of the vesse l. One or two are re minisce n t of Tchefuncte In cised , bu t the 

paste is wrong. 

Stamped 

Mabin Stamped, var. Cassidy Bayou n 2 

Figure 4.6. e 

Mabin Stam ped was first named as a variety of Marksville Stam ped (Phillips 1970:122) . In Phillips's 

(1970: 120) definition, Marksville Stamped includes "all Lowe r Mississippi zoned stamped po ttery of 
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Figure 4.6. Ma rksvi lle Inc ise d . Val: unspecified, a - d : Ma bi n Stam ped. uar. Cassidy Bayou, e: Marksvi lle S tam p ed . 

uar: Troyuill e, f - g ; Ma rk sville Sta mped , uar. unspecifi ed. h - j . 
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th e Marksv ille p e riod ." In th e case of Mabin , the sta m ping is made wit h a d e n ta te too l th a t is not 

rocked back an d forth o n the vessel but, instead , li ft ed a n d placed . formi ng para llel rows of 

de n ta tions . To th (1988:226) fou nd it useful to su bd ivide th is varie ty, so he e levated Ma bin to a 

type and defined se veral var ie ties. 11m: Cassidy Bay ou in clu d es she rd s on which broad-lin e incision 

defines zones of drag-an d-jab lin es. On one of th e Cassidy Bayou sherds from th e Ba tesvill e 

Mo unds the zone is boun ded j ust be low the rim by a broad incise d lin e a nd on one side by a drag­

an d-j a b lin e. 

Although it is common ly associated with the Dorr and Twin Lak es ph ases , on stylistic grounds 

Toth (1988:227) has suggested th a t th is var ie ty of Mabin may be early, perhaps da ting to the la te 

Tc h ula period. Several varie ties of Mab in were ide n tified in Brookes and Taylor's (1986 :25) reanalysis 

of the ceramics from Zone I, th e Tchula co m ponent at the Boyd site. ''''e fou nd our Ma bin sherds in 

Mo u nd B along with many othe r Tchula ceramics. 

Marksvill e Stamped, var. Troyvil/e n 4 

Figure 4.6 , f and g 
Var: Troyvi lle is anothe r fo r m e r type th a t was dem oted to a var iety of Ma r ksville St am p ed by 

P h illips (1970: 126-27) . It is distingu ished fro m o ther varieties in th at th e ro cker stamping is 

made with a plain ra ther th a n a den ta te tool. Phi llips (1970 :127) co nsid e rs it to be a midd le to 

la te Ma r ksville typ e , bu t Toth (19 74 :119-20) foun d sherd s with sim ilar decora tion in early 

Ma r ksville co n texts at the typ e si te in Loui sian a . H owever, To th suspec ts tha t it should be pos­

sib le to se pa ra te ear ly varieties from late varieties on the bas is of paste (To th ] 974:120 ) . T h is is 

exac tly what h e does in h is study o f Marksvi lle ceramics from throughout the Lower Valley. 

Sh e rd s with zo n ed , p la in rocke r stam p ing on a chalky paste are class ified as Marksville Stamped , 

var: Old River (Toth ] 988 :230), leavin g th e Troyvi lle variety fo r a later, more compact paste . No n e 

of the nondenta te rocke r-stamped she rds from the Batesvi lle Mou n ds h ave a chalky p as te . Two 

sherds are too small to show th e lin es boun d in g th e zone of rocker sta m p ing a n d co uld be classi­

fie d as In d ian Bay Stamp ed . H owever, th e st a m p in g is id entical to that on the oth e r sherds th a t 

a re zoned and m uch smaller th a n tha t wh ich is nor m ally associated with Ind ian Bay. 

Marksville Stamped, var. unsp ecified n 8 

Figure 4.6, h th ro ugh j 

The Marksville Stamped, var: unspecified, category includes all the zoned , dentate rocke r-stamped 

sh e rds in the co llection on which the zo ne is bo un ded by broad , U-shaped lin es. Varietal di stinc tions 

are d ifficult with sm all sherds like these . 

Other Ceram ic Artifacts 

Clay Ball 

A single clay ball was foun d at th e si te . It is well made , but fragme n tary, consisting of sligh tly 

le ss th a n half of a n oval sph e r o id. The tem pe r is san d and grog. Th e surface is smoo th ed . 

T he on ly complete measureme nt, width , is 29 mi llimeters . C lay ba lls are best known as a 

d iagn o st ic of th e Poverty Po int pe riod . H oweve r, they are also charac te ris tic o f th e fo llowing 

Tc h u la period in th e north De lt a (Co n naway and McGahey 1971:32). O ur exam p le came from 
Zo n e 3 in Mo u n d B. 
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Clay Pipe 

Figure 4.7 

Se vera l large fragm ents of a clay pipe were found in th e bottom third of Featu re 11 , the large pit 

tha t was dug into the subso il be low the midden in the So u th Village North. ''''e have enough pieces to 

reco nstruct most of a cr ude ly made e lbow pipe . Th e paste is sa ndy with no o ther o bvio us ad di tio ns. 

T he interio r is rough wi th a flaring , bowl-l ike o pe ni ng on both ar ms . H owever, o n ly o ne bowl 

shows fire b lac ke n ing. The exterior is smoothed, and th e en d with th e bowl th a t appears to h ave 

been used is decorated with a cru de , irregular pattern of shallow in cised lin es. Most of th e design is 

located near the rim , bu t a t least th ree zigzag lines ex tend away from the rim toward the o th er end of 

the p ipe . 

Sim ila r artifacts are fair ly co m m o n in the Delta (Brain 1989:fig. 65; Ford 1951:fig . 42f; Ford, 

Phillips, a nd Haag 1955:fig . 38c; Williams and Bra in 1983:fig . 6.3d). These pipes are ofte n shell 

tempered and found in Mississippian co n tex ts (Brain 1989:180; Williams and Brain 1983:214) . H ow­

ever, they exte nd ba ck in to th e Late Woodland , and Fo rd (195 1:II 0) beli eved that e lbow pip es re­

p laced th e charac teris tic Middle Woo dland pl a tfo rm pipe as ea rly as th e Troyville perio d . H e wou ld 

no t, however, p ush th em back as far as Tch ula tim es, the con tex t for a cla y g rit-tempered elbow pipe 

from the J ak etown si te (Ford, Phi llips, a nd H aag 1955:103) . H e d oes note th e simi lar ity to sto n e 

e lbow p ipes from Copen a sites in northe rn Alabama. 

T he Cop e na complex was d efin ed on the basis of burial mounds excavated during the late 1930s 

in the reservoirs along th e midd le Tennessee River in northern Alabama, south-central Te nnessee , 

and n or th eastern Mississipp i (Webb an d Dejarne tt e 194 2; Webb 1939 ) . It h as su bseq ue n tly been 

d ated to th e Middle Woodlan d , and, in fact , the flat -topped mound a t th e Wall in g site in nort hern 

Alabama is a Co pena pe riod co nstruc tio n (Kn igh t 1990) . Elbow pipes mad e from steatite and sand­

stone are a regular ar tifac t in Co pena burial s, but Co le (198 1) n otes two made from limestone­

te m pe red ceramics, one of wh ich is illu st rated by Walthall (1980: 122). The ce ra mics and ra diocar bo n 

data from Fe ature 11, an d the rest of th e South Village deposit sugges t a late Middle Woodland date 

for the pipe from the Batesville Mounds site. 

INTRASITE DISTRIBUTION 

T he tre nc h we dug into th e side of Mound B exposed a seq ue nc e of co ns tr uc tio n stages th at are 

d ist inct in terms o f co lo r, soi l texture , and ar tifac t density. T his a nd the assoc ia ted radio metri c da ta 

d iscu ssed in chap ter 3 suggest th e possibility th at th ere m ight be stratigrap h ic patterns in the d istr i­

bution of ceram ics in the moun d . This is not the case . 

As Table 4 .1 shows, th e ceram ic asse m blages from the various zo nes are abou t the same. Some of 

the m ino rity types were foun d o n ly o r primarily in Zo ne 2, bu t m ore than two-thi rds of the sh e rds 

from th e mound came fr om that zo ne . In fact, the only difference between the zones evident in Tab le 

4 .1 is that so m e contained a good man y more sh erds th an othe rs . T he patter n is even more eviden t 

when th e sherd coun ts are adj us ted fo r d ifferences in the volume of dirt excavated from each o f the 

zones. A ro ugh measu re of re lat ive she rd density ca n be comp u ted by e liminating th e sherds fro m 

leve ls tha t crosscu t th e zo nes and usi ng excavatio n volu me estima tes deri ved by co mputing the area of 

th e zone in th e trench and p it pro fties and multiplying that by th e width of th e tre nch (Table 4. 1) . As 

anticipa te d on the basis of field observa tio ns, th e Zon e 2 density is highest, more than twice as great 

as any othe r zon e . Zone 5, the su bso il beneath the mou n d , has the lowest density. It is interesting to 



Ceramics 59 

a
 

b o 4cm 

Figu1'P 4.7. Clay pipe . sid e view, a; front view, b . 
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Table 4. 1. Mo und B Sh erds Broken Down by Type and Zone 

Zon e 

'Iypc 
Ia Ia/Ib Ib Ib /2 2 2/3 3 :)/4 -I 4/;j :, 

Baytown Plain 

var: Thomas 3 2 14 9 116 4 5 4 3 0 0 

uar. unsp ecified 98 16 189 80 1607 136 250 9 171 0 24 

C hu rup a Pu n cta ted 

uar Boyd 0 0 0 2 6 0 I 0 3 0 0 

oar Churupa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Co rmorant Cord Im p ressed 

uat: Cormorant 0 I 0 0 8 0 I 0 0 0 0 

Mabi n Sta m ped 

ua t: Cassidy Bayou 0 0 0 0 I 0 I 0 0 0 0 

Mu lberr y Creek Cord Marked 

var: unspecified 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Turkey Paw Pla in 

uar: unspecified 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Twin Lakes Punct a ted 

uar Crowder 0 0 2 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 

var: Hop son 0 0 2 4 41 1 6 I I 0 0 

'oar: Twin Lakes 1 I I 1 22 0 9 0 I 0 0 

U n sp ecified C ross I 0 2 0 6 0 1 0 6 2 0 
Hatched 

Uns pecified Cord 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Im p ressed 

U n sp ecified Eroded 6 0 1 I 4 2 1 4 8 3 0 0 0 

U n sp ecified In cised 2 0 0 0 8 0 2 0 3 0 0 

Unspeci fied Punct at ed 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 I I 0 

Withe rs Fabric Marked 

uar: Twin Lakes 0 0 2 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 

oar: [.-Vi /hen II 6 4 1 6 349 25 64 3 4 6 0 5 

Total s 122 26 26 4 106 2~ 0 0 171 34R 20 235 3 29 

Density (sherds/ft .") 0.6 1 0 .96 3. 27 1.05 1.54 0. 18 
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note the d ifference in density be twee n Zo ne 4, th e A hori zon buried by m ound co nstr uction , and the 

var ious zones with in th e mound . T he processes tha t were invol ved in the co ns tr uc tio n of Zo ne 2, 

whatever they we re , ap pear to have co ncen trated th e ar tifac t d ensity. 

All but el even of th e seventy-e igh t sherds recovered from the test pit in Mound A ca me from Zo ne 

1, th e un d iffe re n tia te d m ound fill. T ha t a nd the sm all total numbe r of she rds make stra tigraph ic 

analysis of this sample impossibl e . 

The trench along th e edge of th e bluff line in the South Village was distinguished in th e analysis 

fro m the test pits that we located to th e south of the bluff line because we had hoped to recove r 

mate rial from an earlier component of th e midden at that lo cati on. Earlie r field school excavati ons 

had uncovered some Tchul a period ceramics in that part of th e site (Ford 1996a) . The trench is call ed 

Sou th Village North and th e test pi ts Sou th Village South . Neith er locati on showed any patterning in 

th e vert ical di stribution of ceramics o ther th an differen ces in sherd density in the trench sa m ple 

(Tables 4.2, 4.3). In parti cul ar , the overburd e n in the northe rn h alf of th e tre nc h , Zone 1b, con ta ined 

substa n tia lly fewer sh erds th an the buried midden , Zone 2. 

T he real payoff in so rti ng a ll these small piece s of potte r y co mes when th e horizontal dist ribu tion 

of th e types and varieties is considered (Ta ble 4.4 ) . It is a pa ttern so d istin ct that we recognized it at 

th e wate r screens a nd adj us ted o ur research strategy to tak e advantage of th e research potential of 

co n tras tin g the Tchula ceramics we recovered from th e mounds with th e Marksvill e mate r ial we 

kn ew we would find if we d ug at th e nort he rn edge of th e So uth Village where the field sch ool h ad 

tested . The two ceramic samp les are a lm ost completely co m plemen ta ry. The mound ass em bl age 

di ffe rs from the village asse mb lage in terms of surface tr ea tm ent, deco ration, rim form, and . to a 

lesser ex ten t, temper. 

Mou nds A and B co n ta in a nearly pure Early Woodland , Tc hu la assem b lage . Major types an d 

varie ties include Ch ur u pa Pu n ctated , var. Boyd; Cormorant Cord Im pressed, var. u nsp ecifi ed; Twin 

Lak es Punctated, vars . Crouidet; Hopson, and Twin Lakes; Mabin Stamped , var. Cassidy Bayou; With ers 

Fabric Marked , vars . Twin Lakes and Withers; and cas ually execu ted cross-ha tched in cisin g just below 

the rim. Not on ly are th ese types fou n d a lmost ex clusively in the mound assemblages (Ta ble 4.4), bu t 

a lso th e Co r m o ra nt an d Twin La kes varie ties form a stylistica lly co hesive gro u p . All th e Batesville 

examples are rim tre atments, with the decoration loc ated in re la tively nar row bands j us t below the lip 

on the exter ior of the vesse l. Th e designs generally consist of m ultip le ro ws of repeating e leme n ts 

often located on a distin ctive broad, ex te rio r bevel of a thi cke ned rim . Varietal distinctions depend on 

the ar rangem e n t of the elemen ts and method of execution. T he fact th at they are contemporaneous 

comes as no surprise . Wh at is interesting is that it has taken archaeologists several decades to recog­

ni ze th at fact. Part of th e prob lem is th at most of th e phase designa tio ns, and chronological assess­

ment h ave been ba sed on mi xed surface collections. If th e Batesville data had be en availabl e earlier, 

some co nfus io n cou ld have bee n avoi ded . 

Ch ur upa Punctated and Mabin Stam ped are based on an en tire ly d ifferent plan , one that will become 

m uc h more co m mon in the fo llowi ng Marksvill e period . In both types the deco ration is loca ted 

on the body of th e vesse l a n d co ns ists of zon es d efin ed by lin es a nd filled with so me kind of surface 

treatmen t. They a re di st inct from th e later types in th e kind of line and th e way th e zone is filled. 

The predominance of fabr ic-marked sherds over co rd-marked she rds in the m ounds should also 

come as no surprise given th e p resence of the other Early Woodland ce ramics. This seque n ce has bee n 

clearly demonstrated in stra tigraph ic studies in northeastern Mississippi going back to th e la te 1930s 

wh en Jennings (1941) d evel o ped the Miller ceramic seq ue nce . The other major m a rk er in tha t 

seque nce is a change from sand tem pe r to grog temper. T h is pattern has not been as clea r in th e 
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Zon e 
Type 

la l a/lb Ib 2 2 /~ <).' Pit 

Baytown Plain 

var. Thomas 34 12 79 623 66 192 113 

val". unspecified 36 21 165 612 50 240 77 

Churu pa Pun cta ted 

val". Boyd a a a a a 2 0 

var. Churu pa a a a a a I a 

Marksville Incised 

oar. unspecified a a I 6 0 2 1 

Marksville Stamped 

val'. Troyville a a 1 I I a I 

val". unspecifi ed a a 2 a 0 4 a 

Mulberry Cree k Cord Marked 

val". Blue Lake 19 2 55 512 106 194 190 

oar. unspecified ]9 4 48 5]5 102 304 ll5 

Turkey Paw Cord Marked 

val". unspecified 3 0 9 120 37 85 78 

Turkey Paw Plain 

val'. unspecified 2 2 25 14] 19 75 38 

Twin Lakes Punctated 

uar. Twin Lakes 0 a a a ] a I 

Un specified Cord Impressed a a a a a 7 a 

Un specified Eroded 3 a 5 47 12 25 16 

Un specified In cised a a a ] a 4: 2 

With er s Fab ric Ma rked 

val'. Twin Lakes 1 0 a 0 0 0 0 

Totals 11 7 41 390 2578 394 lJ 35 632 

Den sity (sherds / ft.' ) 1.95 7.09 20.22 8.41 
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western portion of north Mississippi, and som e 

(Ford 1981;Johnson 1988) have argued that th ere 

is no chronological p a tt erning in temper in this 

region . Recently, others have argued otherwise (Pea­

cock 1996, 1997; Fant 1996). The relative propor­

tions of Baytown Plain , Val: Thomas, in th e mou nds 

and village (Ta ble 4.4) an ticipa te a point th at will 

be mad e in more d etail la te r. T he re d oes seem to 

be so me ch ange in te m per th rough time . H ow­

ever, in terms of sand and grog, it is the reverse of 

what occurs to the east in th e Miller sequence. 

Cer tain ly the almost excl usive occurrence of 

Turkey Paw Plain and Co rd Marked in the village 

poi n ts to a temper d ist in ct io n th at is significan t. 

Again lo okin g to th e eas t, th ese bone-tempered 

types are a late Middle Woodl and minority wa re 

in the upper Tomb igbee d ra inage of Mississippi 

a nd Alabama (jenkins 1981 ) . 

T he importance of bone te mp er as a chrono­

logical marker in north Mississippi has, until now, 

been poorly understood. The same cannot be said 

for the Marksville types. Their exclusive occurrence 

in th e South Village sam ples is the clearest docu ­

men tation of th e Middle Woodland date for th is de­

posit. The fact that co rd-marked sherds outnumber 

fabric-ma rked she rds 2900 to 1 suggests that th e ce­

ra mic assem blage falls late in the Middle ·Woodland . 

PHASE ASSIGNMENT 

Wh en archaeologists com pare ce ram ic assemblages from different areas, th e question is, are th ey 

di ffe rent because th ey are separa te d in time or in space? Ph ase designation is an attem pt to d eal with 

spa tia l varia tio n . All of th e Tc h ula phases, fo r exam ple, were designed to be roughly co ntem porane­

ous, a nd th e d ifferen ces be tween th em due to diffe ren ces in the popular ity of d ifferent ways to 

d ecorate pottery in di fferen t parts of the re gion. 

Although the basic chronology and most of th e types used in describing the Batesville ceramics 

are described in th e pion eering work of Phillips, Ford , an d Griffin (1951), th e firs t com p reh ensive 

d efinition of phases for th e Delta is found in Phillips 's (1970) follow-up. Th e more rece n t work 

focuses primarily on th e so uthern h alf of the Del ta and reli es on material coll ect ed fo r th e fir st repo r t 

in d iscu ssing phases to th e no rth . The north ern phases are , therefo re, mo re like hypotheses th an 

co ncl usions (Ph illips 1970:861-64) , and they have been re fined in the foll owin g yea rs (Con naway and 

McGahe y 1971 ; Ford 1990; Toth 1988; Weinstein 1991 ) . Because th ey a re relatively unmixed , th e 

Ba tesville co m ponen ts offer the op po r tu n ity to eva luate Tchula and Marksvill e pe riod phases for 

northwes te r n Mississip p i. 

ZOlle 
Type 

:~2 

Baytown Plai n 

uar. Thomas 492 115 

457 108 va l'. unsp ecified 

Marksvill e Incised 

1vaT. u nspecified 0 

Ma rk sville Stamped 

2 0val'. unspecified 

M ul b e rry Cree k Cord Marked 

176 113 va l'. Blue Lake 

297 129 val'. unspecified 

Turkey Co rd Marked 

30 12 va T. unspecified 

Turkey Paw Pla in 

67 :10 val'. unspecified 

Twin Lakes Puncta te d 

val'. Crowder 10 

16 Unspecified Ero d e d 2 

T otal 510 

D ensity (sher'ds.z fr.") 

1538 

24 .60 10.20 
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Table 4 .4 . Sherds Broken Down by T)'jJe and Area 

Ar ea 

T\ I'''' SO,"" Village Sow " 
MOllnd H M ound , Village Ior .•1 

1 10 1111 
'u'lIh 

Baytown Plai n 

vrn : Thomas 160 0 111 9 607 1886 

" aI: u nspecifie d 25 80 4H 1199 :')6 5 ·139 2 

Chtrrupa P u ncta ted 

v a r. B oyd 12 I 2 0 15 

v m: Ch u rupo 0 0 1 0 I 

Cormorant Cord I mpresse d 

v a r. l/ nspecified. 10 I 0 0 II 

Mabin Stamped 

l 'a l ; Cassidy Bayo u. 2 0 0 0 2 

Marksvi lle- Inc ise d 

T'O r. un sperified 0 0 10 I I I 

Marksv ille- S ta m p e d 

" ~ {PC 770J'IJ ille 0 0 , ~ 0 -l 

V (J J: lln' I)( ' { ' ifi( ~d 0 0 6 2 H 

M u lb e n y C re e k Cord Ma rk e d 

lim : Bltu L" I" , 0 0 1078 289 13li 7 

v m : unspecified 5 1 11 07 4 26 15 30 

Turkey Paw Corel Marked 

ua 17 un sprrifi ed 0 0 332 ,, 2 :li ·1 

"l ur-kc-y Paw P la in 

V (O : unsperified I 0 302 97 100 

T w in La ke s Pun c t.at cd 

v(u : C ""071ider 7 0 0 I 8 

V Ol: H opson 56 I 0 0 .J 7 

'i '/V: Tioin Lakes 36 0 2 0 38 

Unspeci fied C ord Impre ss e d I 0 7 0 8 

U n speci fie d Cross H atche d 18 I 0 0 19 

U n s p ec ified Ernd e d 5 7 5 108 18 18 8 

Unvpecified In c ise d 15 0 7 0 2 2 

U n s pecified Pu rn-t a te-d :) 0 0 0 3 

W it h e rs Fabric M a rked 

r 'i ll: 7il ·i n Lakrs " 0 I 0 6 

;" (l 1: Withe r, 5 5 6 20 0 0 576 

T o ta Is 3524 78 5285 2048 10935 



Ceramics 65 

Tchula 

Weinstein (199 1) provides an excellent overview of Tchula period phases in th e Lower Valley in 

which he briefly reviews the history of phase designation . Phillips (1970:878) defin ed a sing le phase 

for the north Delta based on excavations an d surface collections at the Lake Cormorant site in the 

extreme northern part of the region . This site contained both ea rly an d late materi al , an d this was 

one of the reasons it was selecte d for excavatio n (Phillips, Ford, an d Griffin 1951 :248). The two test 

pits a t th e site ex posed more than a m eter of cultu ral deposit with clear stra tigrap hic tr ends (Ph illips , 

Ford, and Griffin 1951:figs. 25, 26). The frequency di agrams show a n initial occupa tio n in whic h 

Withers Fabric Im pressed predominated alo ng with Cormorant Co rd Impressed, amo ng o ther types. 

About midway in the sequence co rd m arking becomes m ore co m m o n than fab ri c m arking , and 

Marksville In cised types appear. The Tu rk ey Ridge phase is d efined primarily on th e bas is of Cormo­

rant Cord Im p ressed in conjunction with Withers Fabric Marked with the proviso th at Wit hers con­

tinues to be made after the end of the Tchula period (Ph illips 1970:878). 

T he Boyd site re port (Con naway an d McGahey 1971 ) ap peare d the year foll owing th e publica­

tion of Ph illips's phase su mm a ry and provid es what proves to be th e key to understanding th e Tchula 

period ceram ics of the northern Del ta . Excavati ons a t Boyd ex posed two m idden deposits separa ted 

by a zone of sterile sand . The lower of the two , Zone I, co n ta ins a nearly pure Tc h ula period assem­

blage, particul arly when the Zone I features are considered (Con naway and McGahey 1971:table 3) . 

Ceramics in clude Withers Fabric Marked, Cormorant Co rd Impressed. Twin Lak es , vars. Twin Lakes 

and Crowder, and Churu p a Punctated, var. Boyd. One cross-ha tch ed rim was found in Zone 1. 

Con n away an d McGahey propose th at Zone I is co m parable in time to th e lowe r levels a t Lake 

Co r mo ra nt an d no te a similar ity to material recovered fro m the Twin Lak es site to the eas t, argu ing 

th at if Zone I a t Boyd is pre-Ma rksville , th en so too shou ld be the Twin Lakes ce ramics (Con naway 

and McGah ey 1971:29) . This is an im portan t point becau se Phill ip s had just defined a phase based 

on the Twin Lakes material, wh ich he co ns id ered to be early Marksville. The ch ro nological assign­

ment appears to be based on "extreme m in orities of unspecified vari eties of Marksville Sta mped and 

Marksville Incised an d the 'Hopewell ' cros s-ha tch ed rim," wh ich are found in su rface co llections from 

sites assi gn ed to thi s phase (Philli ps 1970:891). Howeve r, th ese r im s are not typ ical o f the cross­

hatched rims from H opewell or, for th at matte r, Marksville pots, in wh ich cases th e rest of th e \ ('ssel is 

cove re d with sta mped o r in cised decoration. Phillips is aware of th is diffi cul ty, no ting th at th e sur face 

co llec tion fro m th e Twin Lak es site prod uced fourtee n cross-ha tched rim s, but n o b od y sherds with 

decorati ons. "I t may be ," h e co ncl udes, "tha t cross-hatc hed rim s in th is co mplex, like Twin Lakes 

Punctated , were stric tly rim tr eatm en ts o n vessels othe rwi se undecorated " (Ph illips 1970 :891 ). 

Minority types in the Twin Lak es phase are Twin Lakes Punctated, vars. Twin Lakes and Crowder, 

which were earlier thought to be Tch ul a period types (Ph illips, Ford, and Griffin 1951:437), but were 

reconsidered to be Marksville (Ph illips 1970:880) . Therefo re , To th (1988:11 8) sees two components in 

the ceramics fro m Zone I at Boyd . The Co r m oran t Co rd Impressed and Withers Fabric Marked sh erds 

are Tchula p eriod whil e th e cross -hatched rim , a n d Twin Lakes Pun ctated var ie ties are Marksville . 

Churu pa Pu nctated, var. Boyd, is a lso co ns idere d to belong to th e Marksville period . 

On the basis of a reanalysis of the Boyd ceramics, Brookes an d Taylo r (1986) argue th a t so me 

varieties of Twin Lakes and Crowder Punctated begin in th e Tch ula period. Ford (1988) exam ined th e 

data upon whic h th e Twin Lakes p hase is based and fou nd it to be extremely th in. Brookes (l988:x i) 

agrees, but p roposes that it or something like it be reformulated as a Tchula p eriod p hase . That phase 

would co ntain var ieties of Twin Lak es Pu n ctated, Cormorant Co rd Impressed, and Mabin Stamped. 
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The key to resolving the chronological placement of the Twin Lakes phase and corresponding 

timing of Twin Lakes Punctated is the interpretation of cross-hatched rims. If all cross-hatched rims 

are Marksville period markers, then the Twin Lakes phase must be Marksville, for cross-hatched rims 

are clearly a part of that phase. Boyd is no help here. Three cross-hatched rims were recovered in the 

excavation of that site; one from Zone I, one from Zone II, and one from a mixed context. However, 

all three are made of the same soft, dusty paste of the majority of the Zone I sherds (McGahey, 

personal communication, 1999). 

The ceramic assemblage from the Batesville Mounds site contains nineteen cross-hatched rims, 

all from Mounds A and B. These rims are in association with a substantial sample of Twin La kes 

Punctated, oars. Crowder, Hopson, and Twin Lakes, Cormorant Cord Impressed, Churupa Punctated , 

uat: Boyd, and Withers Fabric Marked sherds, None of the Marksville Stamped or Marksville Incised 

types found at the site came from mounds. The assemblage almost exactly matches that of Zone I at 

Boyd except that there is nearly no mixing of later types in the mound assemblages at Batesville. The 

inescapable conclusion is that Connaway and McGahey (1971) and Brookes (1988) were right Twin 

Lakes, if it is a phase, is a Tchula phase. 

So, should the Batesville Mounds ceramics from Mounds A and B be assigned to the Twin Lakes 

phase? Probably not. Although the geography is right-the Twin Lakes site is located just 25 miles 

down the Tallahatchie River from the Batesville l'vlounds-the systematics are not. Twin Lakes is 

entrenched in the literature as a Marksville phase. What is more, there is a named Tchula period 

phase for the region. 

In their review of other sites with ceramics similar to those of Zone I at Boyd, Connaway and 

McGahey (1971:30-31) note the resemblance to several mound assemblages recovered fro m small 

burial mounds located on the upland to the east. Fo rd (1990) overviewed the ceramics from these 

mounds, arguing effectively that they form a cohesive ceramic group. Characteristic types include 

Cormorant Cord Impressed, Withers Fabric Marked. and Twin Lakes Punctated, var. Twin Lakes and 

Hopson. Although there are several vessels on which the decoration is restricted to the rim in typical 

Twin Lakes fashion, these mortuary ceramics are, understandably, more elaborate than the sherds 

found in surface collections from habitation sites. In some cases the rows of punctations arranged in 

parallel or herringbone patterns were used to fill a variety of zoned patterns on the body of the vessel. 

Ford (1990) designated these Twin Lakes Punctated, var. Tidwell. As in the Boyd phase ceramics to the 

west, red paste and red filming are present. There are, however, some unusual vessel shapes including 

bowls with triangular orifices. 

Weinstein (1991:164) used Ford's (1990) data to define a Tidwell phase. The Batesville Mounds 

site falls on the western edge of the mapped distribution of the phase (Weinstein 1991 :fig. 5). and, in 

fact, the McCarter Mound is one of the sites used in defining the complex. Others (Holland 1994; 

Holland-Lilly 1996a, Ford 1993) have argued that this mound should be considered part of the 

Batesville Mounds site. Its location just to the north of Mounds A and B is reason enough to 

question the arbitrary division into two sites. The ceramics from Mounds A and B strengthen the 

argumen t considerably. 

So, although the Mound A and B assemblages from the Batesville Mounds site have not yielded 

the more flamboyant elements of the Tidwell phase ceramic set, the site must surely be assigned to 

that phase. We would also argue that most of the Twin Lakes phase sites be assigned to this phase as 

well. The real problem, then, is where to draw the line between the Tidwell and Boyd phases. Except­

ing the absence of Twin Lakes Punctatecl, uat: Tidwell, in the Boyd phase and Churupa Punctated, var. 

Boyd, in the burial mounds reported by Ford (1990), both phases are quite similar. The excellent 



Ceramics 67 

sample of Val: Boyd from Mound B a t Batesville stre ng thens th e simi la rity. Only th e Turkey Ridge 

phase sta nds out among th e north Mississippi Tchula phases in th e reported spa rsity of Twin Lak es 

Punctated types in th at phase . 

Marksville 

T he reassessment of th e Twin Lak es phase also leads to difficul ty in assigning th e South Village 

assemblag e to a phase. Twin Lak es is the on ly named Marksville phase for th e reg ion. Dorr is the next 

closes t, defined on the basis of materia l excavated at the turn of the ce ntury from th e Dorr Mound in 

wha t is now downtown Clarksd ale (Peabody 1904; Belmont 1961; Phillips 1970) an d expanded to 

include a number of sites in th e u pper Su nflo wer River drainage of th e western Delta (Toth 1988) . 

But th is assign me n t is not much more satisfac tory. 

"Diagnostic " ceramics fo r th e Dor r p hase are Mabin Stamped , van. Mabin an d Poin t Lake, and 

Indian Bay Sta rnped, van. Cypress Bayou and Indian Bay (Toth 1988:130) . These varie ties are distinct 

from th e more charac te ristic Marksville ceramics in a number of ways. Those th a t have zo ned decora­

tions, Mabin and Point Lak e, are not deco rated with rocker stam ping. Those th at are d ecorated with 

rocker stam ping, Cypress Bayou and Indian Bay, are not zon ed. Exceptin g o ne she rd , a ll th e stampe d 

po ttery fro m the South Village is zo ned rocke r stamped. The exception is a small fragm e n t of plai n 

rocker sta m ping, which h as been classifie d as Marksville Stamped , var. Troyvi lte, o n the basi s o f a 

simi la ri ty to other, larger sh erds on whi ch the U-shaped line d efining th e zone is eviden t. It could 

have be en classified as Indian Bay Stamped, the unzoned rocker-stamped type fo r the area except for 

th is resem blance and the fact th at all th e illustrated examples of Indian Bay show a much larger, more 

open rocker stamping than is charac teristic of var. Troyvilte. 

"Prevailing types" on Dorr ph ase sites are Indian Bay Stamped, Withe rs Fab ric Marked, and two 

var ieties of Mulberry Cre ek Cord Marked (To th 1988:130) . The South Village did give up a generous 

sam ple of co rd-ma rke d pottery, but ou r excava tions fail ed to recover the mi x of fa bric-im pressed an d 

co rd-marked pottery that appears to be charac te ristic of th e Dorr phase . Reme mber, excava tio ns at 

th e Lake Co r mo ra n t site in th e ea rly 1940s suggested th at Ma rksville pe riod ceramics begin to appear 

in th e stra tig ra p h ic seq ue nce a t abou t th e time that co rd marking was re plac ing fabric marking in 

popularity (Ph illips, Ford , an d Griffi n 1951: 252). The mi x of the two surface trea tments is exactly 

what you would expect a t an ea rly Marksville phase site, and Do rr is clearly recognized as an early 

phase (Ph illips 1970:890; To th 1988:89) . 

Wh at we appear to have in th e So u th Village is a later Marksville phase, one that occurred after 

fa bric m arking had disappeared , wh e n ro cke r stamping occurred within zo nes defined by broad , 

U-shaped lines, and when cross -hatched rims of any kind were mi ssin g. Zoned, plain rocker stamp­

ing, var. Troyvilte, is considered a late varie ty of Marksville Stamped (Ph illips 1970: 127). Moreover, 

10.5 p ercent of the South Vill age sa m p le is mad e up of bon e-tempered she rds. These ceramics, 

Turkey Paw Plain an d Cord Marked , have been placed in th e late Miller II ph ase of eastern Missis­

sipp i by J enkins (198 1:157) . 

Unfortunately, althoug h man y of th e Dorr phase sites described by To th (1988 ) co n ta ined lat e 

Marksville phase material , neithe r he no r Phill ips d efines a late phase . It is eq ua lly unfortunate tha t 

d iagnostic var ie ties of Marksville Stamped an d In cised rely on e ithe r d esign charac teristics th at are 

no t eviden t on small sh erds o r paste d istinc tions that are irrelevant o uts ide of the Valley, particul arl y 

in th e lower Tallahatchie Rive r d rainage where sand temper is th e rule ra ther than th e ex cep tio n . So , 

for th e time being, we will do no more th an say that the South Vill age ceram ics belong to an as-yet 

un n amed, late Marksville phase . 



68 Archaeological Report No. 32, 200 1 

Table 4.5. Grog- and Sand- Tempered Sherds Broken Down Table 4.6 . Grog- and Sand-Tempered Sherds Broken Down 
by Cord Marking Vi?rsus Fabric Marking by Site Area 

(~mg 
Gmg/ 
Sand 

Spai e 
G)l)g! 
Sau d 

Sand 

Fabric M a rked 0 576 4 2 

Cord M a rked 0 1539 7 35 624 

Gmg Gmg/ 
Sand 

Spa r.;c 
G lll gl 
Sand 

Sand 

Mounds A & B 20 34 1 1 121 50 

South Village 0 33 89 17 17 1430 

TEMPER 

The value of temper as a chrono logical marker has been a con tentious issue in northwes te rn 

Mississippi from the beginning of ceram ic typ ology for th e region (Phillips, Ford , and Gr iffin 1951 :252). 

As Ph illip s (197 0:89 I) recounts it , of th e three coa utho rs of the basel ine ceram ic study for the region, 

Phill ip s and Ford could see no pattern in the re la tive fre que ncy of sand or grog temper during the 
Wood land . Griffin, on the othe r hand, be lieved san d to be earlier, as it clearly was in th e th en recen tly 

published Miller sequence of northeastern Mississippi Uen n ings 1941 ). Stratigraph ic tests a t th e 

Lake Cormorant site would seem to have put the matter to rest. Sand-tempered ceramics were a 

minority ware from top to bottom in a ceramic sam ple that spanned most of the Woodl an d period 

(Phillips, Ford, and Griffin 1951:252 ). 

St ill, Phillips, Ford, and Griffin (1951:432) , influe nced , according to Phillips (1970:89 I), by the 

san dy nature of the pottery fro m the Twin Lakes site, placed this site early in th e 'Wood lan d seque nce, 

assigning it to th e Tchula period. Phillips (1970:89 1) correctly argues th at sand temper is no t an Early 

Woodland marker in th e Delta and reassigns the Twin Lakes site and phase to th e Midd le Woodland 

on the basis of th e p resence of crude cross -ha tched sherds in m an y Twin Lakes p hase co llec tions. In 

thi s he d isregards th e fact that the Twin Lakes site collection falls a t th e very bottom of the seria tio n 

chart for surface collec tions in the 195 I report (Phillips, Ford, a nd Griffin 195 1:fig . 19). As d iscussed 

above, excavatio ns a t th e Boyd site and now the Batesville Mounds site indicat e that it is time to put 

the Twin Lakes ceramic assemblage bac k where it began , in the Earl y Wood land . 

T hat does not mean, on th e ot her hand , that sand- tem pered ce ramics are earl ier than grog­

tempered ceramics in northwestern Mississippi. Subseque nt work by Ford (198 I , 1989) and J oh nson 

(1988) has documented the presence of bo th grog and sand temper throu gh out the Woodland se­

quence . H owever, recent work in the Holly Spri ngs National Forest of nor th- central Mississippi has 

d iscovered a series of small, upl and sites th at conta in plain and fabric-marked mater ial along with a 

few Cormorant Cord Impressed sherds (Peacock 1996, 1997; Fant 1996). The sherds fro m these Tchula 

period sites con ta in a mixture of grog and sand, leading Peacock (1996) to propose th at th e sequence 

is reversed for north-central Mississip p i. Seriation of seve ral small co llect ions suggests th at grog drops 

out of the seque nce at about th e same time tha t cord markin g replaces fabric impress ing as a surface 

trea tment. Unfortunat ely, la ter asse mb lages in the H olly Springs Nati on al Forest in which cord mark ­

ing p redom inates have no t been adequately sa mp led, making a full explora tio n of the proposed 
tempora l shift in temper im possible for that region. 

In this, the Batesville Mou nds data provide an importa n t basis upon whic h to eva lua te Peacock's 
hypoth esis. We are fortunate in having an adequate sam ple of both Early a nd Middl e Wood land 

ceramics from the same site . Before we begin, we mu st emphasize th at almost all the sherds from the 

uplands of north Mississippi contain some sand . Some contain quite a lot. Ma ny have argued that thi s 
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sand may be a result of the sandy nature of the clay in the region (Phillips 1970:54; Ford 1988). The 

Batesville ceramics are no exception. All but twenty sherds were judged to contain sand. What is 

interesting is the presence or absence of grog. 

In order to search for possible pattern in temper, four categories were developed: grog only, grog 

and sand, sparse grog and sand, and only sand. These are refinements of the traditional sand tem­

pered/clay tempered dichotomy recognized in the Thomas, Blue Lake, and Twin Lakes varieties of 

Baytown Plain, Mulberry Creek Cord Marked, and Withers Fabric Marked, these being the sand­

te m pered versions, respectively, of each type. The clearest chronological event for which we have a 

large sample is the shift from fabric marking to cord marking as a surface finish. Table 4.5 shows these 

two techniques broken down by temper category. Although grog and sand are present in both kinds of 

sherds, there is clear patterning. Very few fabric-marked sherds lack clear evidence for grog temper 

whereas about half of the cord-marked sherds contain only sand or mostly sand with very small 

amounts of clay (sparse grog/sand). 

The fabric marked/cord marked division parallels almost exactly the distinction between Mounds 

A and B on the one hand and the South Village on the other. In Table 4.6 the entire ceramic sample 

is subdivided by area and temper. The same pattern is evident. That is, the mound ceramics that are 

clearly Early Woodland, Tchula period material are mostly tempered with a grog/sand mixture. This 

same temper class drops to almost half of the sample by the late Marksville period, the time the 

South Village was occupied. 

The Batesville data would seem to confirm the pattern suggested by Peacock (1996, 1997) and 

Fant (1996). However, before temper is once more elevated to a prime consideration in evaluating the 

age of a Woodland site in the region, it should be emphasized that this is just one sample. Consider­

ably more work needs to be done in addressing the question throughout the region. Even if th e 

pattern holds, it is not the either/or relationship that obtains between sand and grog in the 

Miller area or appears to hold for bone temper in the Batesville region. It is a matter of propor­

tions, a subtle thing, particularly when the subjective nature of the boundaries between th e se 

temper categories is considered. 





5 
Lithics
 

Like most excavatio ns on a p rehistoric site in a re source-rich area , the Batesville project recovered 

a large numbe r of lithic artifact s. And, because Johnson has done a good deal of work o n th e lith ic 

technology of th e region, and previous work at the site had given us so me idea what the site con­

tained, we went into the laboratory analysis with a sp ecific set of expectations. In the first pl ace , the 

site is located just downriver from the location of a survey of the Little Tallahatch ie floodplain 

co nd u cte d by J ohnson shortly afte r he arrived in Mississippi (Johnson 1980 ) . The severa l sma ll to 

medium site asse m blages that were co llec ted during the cou rse of that su rvey all contained abun dan t 

evide nce of early-stage product io n activity. This was reason able in th at Ci tro n elle gravel o u tc ro ps in 

the bluffs overlooking the floodpl ain in this portion o f th e Tallahatchie drainage, and all of the small 

streams that cu t ac ross the terraces co n tain gravel ba rs. In fact, the Tallahatchie region became on e of 

the best ex amples of a source area asse m blage used in a later synthesis of lithic resource availab ility 

and tool p ro ducti on in Mississippi (Johnson 1989) . T herefo re , it did n ot tak e much im agination to 

predict that th e eviden t midden we sa m pled in th e So u th Villa ge would co n ta in the early-stage flakes, 

amo rph o us cores, an d biface product ion rejects th at are ch aracte ristic o f a so urce-area h ab itat ion. 

Janet Ford an d the field school stu de n ts had also recove red several b lades made from exotic ch er t 

during their work in the South Village. Johnson has been fascinated with bl ade technology sinc e his 

dissertation an d has taken every o p portun ity to analyze blades from Mississippi and th e surroun d ing 

re gion . Am ong th e co llectio ns of blades that he has studi ed are lar ge sa m ples of Middle Woodland 

ar tifac ts from th e Fant and O ak Grove sit es j us t to th e north of Clar ksdale in the Delta of wes te rn 

Mississippi. These an d other Middle Woodland blade assem blages fr om th e Mississippi Vall ey indi­

ca te that tr ad e was focused prim arily on the Midwestern chert resources in Illinois an d Missouri 

(Johnson and H ayes 1995). The debitage from Oak Grove made it clear tha t these north ern che r ts 

were brought into the area as blad e co res and barely modified blocks. Blades were produced at the 

site. We expec ted th e same co m bination of Midw estern che r ts and local man ufac tu re to be eviden t in 

th e South Village lithics. Gena Ale o had already begun work on th e So u th Village lithics fro m the 

field sc hool excavation s an d ex pan ded her thesis to in clud e the m aterial we recovered durin g the 

1996 fieldwork. 

The one thing we knew about th e lithic assemblage from Mound B at th e sta rt of the exca vati ons 

was that it would co n tain large a mou n ts of thermal sha tte r. A reexamin a tion of Holland's (1992, 

1994) auge r d a ta sh owed a h eavy conce n tratio n of this a r tifa c t ca tego ry in th e Mound A a n d B 

area with little e lse where . We were not di sappointed wh en we o pe ne d the trenc h into Mound B. T he 

first two stages of m o u nd construction co n tain a r em ark abl e am o u n t of thermal shatter: mo re th an 

126 kilograms were recovered from th e Mound B excava tio n s. Holland, in a re view of her th esis 

research, whi ch she gave as a pape r a t the Southeastern Archaeological Conference meetings in Bir­

mingham (Holla n d- Lilly 1996b), j ok ed that all we co u ld say for sure abou t the concen tra tion o f 



72 Archaeological R ep ort No . 32, 2001 

th ermal sha tte r th at she found in her au ger te sts was that the site in h ab itants were d oi ng some­

thing th a t involved a wh ole lot of fire and a whole lo t of rock . Thanks to J ohn Sullivan 's ongo ing 

th esis resea rc h o n fire-c racked ro ck , we ca n now say a bi t more about th e activity th at p roduced the 

Mound B lithic assem blage . 

Mound B was built on an exis ting cultural deposit th at appeared to be a midden . It seem ed 

reasona ble to ass u me tha t, althou gh we kn ew th is occupation to predate th e Sou th Village m id den, 

these two presumed habitation areas would be sim ilar in te rms of the lithic assemblages. Because th e 

large amou nts of th e rmal sh att e r fro m th e mou nd fill sugges te d som e sort of special activ ity, we 

thought th at the subm ound flak es and tools would differ fro m those in the mound fill. As it tu rns out, 

th e Ba tesville lithic ana lysis p ro duced several su rprises . 

FLAKES 

During th e excavations and in itial stages of th e laborat o ry ana lysis, it became apparent tha t th e 

flakes from Mound B were generally larger than those fro m the South Village. Co nsequently, we size­

sort ed th e mate rial. Our in itial impression was correct, bu t not in the way we thought (Table 5.1). 

T ha t is, more than 80 percen t of th e flakes from the South Village fe ll through th e l;4-inch screen , bu t 

were ca ught in the I /~- i nch screen . T ha t co mpares to slig htly less th an 50 percent '/s-inch flakes from 

Mou nd B. However, when I/~ - i nch a nd Y4- inc h fla kes from the two portions of the site are co ns idered 

alon e , th ere are p ro por tionally more large flakes from the South Village . The o the r thing th at is 

evident in Table 5.1 is the sma ll num ber of flakes th a t ca me fro m our tes t p it in Moun d A. De nsity 

(fla kes pe r cubic foot of excavation) for Mou nd A is co nsiderably less th an th a t for Mound B. T his and 

ot he r aspects of th e Mound A assem blage suggest th a t it was u sed for so met hi ng d iffe re nt from 

Moun d B. Likewise , flake density for the South Villa ge is nearly three times that for Mound B. T he 

size di st ri bu tional da ta for th e fla kes suggest differe nt ac tivities in the three areas of the site th at we 

tes te d . in lo r tu nate ly, the samp le fro m Mou nd A is too sm all for more deta iled co ns ideration . 

The primary raw mate rial used in the manufacture of tools in the Loess Hills of north Mississippi 

is th e loca lly ava ilable Citronelle gravel, a ge nerally sma ll cher t gravel with a ta n cortex and cre am to 

ligh t ta n inte r ior th a t turn s red when th ermally a lte red . Durin g the co urse of seve ra l years of 

resea rch in the region, Joh nson and hi s studen ts aohnson and Raspet 1980; Johnson 1989) have 

developed production traj ectory typo logies for both flakes and bi faces made fro m this ra w m ater ial. 

Since it is a small gravel, two traj ecto ry-sensitive things occur to flakes as tool production co n tinues 

from un m od ified stone to fin ished a rtifact. T he amoun t of cortex o n th e outside (dorsa l) surfa .e of 

the flake is re duced as th e core or b iface is worked . Also, the pl at form becomes more complex; tha t is. 

ea rly-stage flake pl atforms have cortex, midd le-s tage p lat fo rms have two or fewer facets left by flake 

removals on the pla tform surface, and lat e-stage 

Table 5.1 . Flake; Broken Down by Size and Location flakes have more face ts . T hese two att rib u tes were 

l/~ 

In ch 
1/ , 

Inch 

II 
I 

Inch 
Densirv 

(flakevfi .:') 

Mo und A 25 70 72 0 .668 

Mound B 524 1845 2324 2.6 18 

So u th 
Village IGO SOL 291 3 7.30 1 

combined to for m a p aradigm that was used to 

classify the larger flakes (Y2- and 1/ 4 -inch screens) 

fro m the South Village a nd Mo u nd B (Tables 5.2 
through 5.4) . 

Recall that we had though t th a t th e li th ic as­

semblage from the Sou th Village would be sim i­

lar to th at fro m th e premound occu pation of the 

Mou nd B area and th a t the m oun d fi ll li th ics 
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from Mound B would be different, reflecting a Table 5.2. South Villag e Flakes Broken Down by Platform 

specialized, perhap s ritual activity that would con­
trast with th e presumed domestic occu pation of 

the midden deposits. An examinati on of the tables 

shows th ere is littl e con tr as t between th e mound 

fill and othe r contex ts. DB9 (two or fewer facets 

on the platform and no d orsal cort ex) is th e pre­

dominant flake type in all three assemblages . This 

is followed in frequency by DBS, which is similar 

exce pting th at it h as so me dorsal co r tex .The simi ­

larity of th ese th ree asse mblages is easi est to see 

in a cu mu lat ive proport ion ogive (Figu re 5.1 ). 

Flake types DB 1, DB2, and DB3 are not plotted 

becau se th ei r fragm entary cond ition makes tra­

jectory pl acement uncertain . Mound B fill and 

Mound B submo und are more like one another 

th an th ey are like the South Village. 

Another aspec t of these assem blages runs con­

trary to our expecta tions for m aterial from a re­

gion tha t is rich in raw material. Early-stage by­

products (DB4 throu gh DB8) are relatively un­

common. This shows up best when the Batesville 

Mou nds flake assemblages are compared with sev­

er al regional asse mblag es from throughout Mis­

sissipp i (Table 5.5) . Co m pa ra tive data are derived 

from an ea r lier region al ove rview aohnson 1989), 

and all of th e assem blages were based on gTavels. 

Both the South Village and Mound B asse m blages 

fall somew he re between the two sou rce area as­

semblages (Na tchez Bluffs and Little Tallahatchie 

River) and the rest of the asse m blages, which are 

from non-source areas a t var ious di stan ces from 

raw mat erial. TI1e pattern is particularly not ewor­

th y in th at the Little Tall ah atchi e River sample 

came fro m a su rvey located immediately upriver 

from th e Batesville Mounds. Again, the pattern is 

clearer whe n it is presented gra p h ically (Figure 

5 .2). The two source-area asse m blages are repre­

sented by dashed lines, non-source areas by solid 

lines, th e Mound B flake s by a dotted line, and 

Sou th Village by a dot-dash line . 

The two Bat esville sam p les fall between the 
source and non-source assemblage s. T h at is, they 

have more ea rly-stag e flakes th an the non-source 
area sa m ples, bu t co ns ider ably fewer than the 

an d Dorsal Confi g ura tion 

Dorsal Co rt ex 

Platform 
Co n figuration 

>75% < 75% None 

Mi ssing 
OBI 
22 

DB2 
50 

DB 3 
87 

Co rtex DB4 
4 

DB5 
3 5 

DBG 
92 

<2 Facets 
DB7 
4 1 

DB8 
89 

DB9 
21 1 

> 2 Facets 
DBl O 
0 

OBIl 
0 

OBl 2 
I 

Table 5.3 M oun d B Submound Flak es B roken Down by 

Platform and D orsal Configurat ion 

Do rs a l Cortex 

Platform 
Corifig'uration >75% < 7 5% N o n e 

Missing OBI 
17 

0132 
66 

DB0 
9() 

Cortex 
0134 
3 

DB 5 
18 

1> 136 
4 ·l 

<2 Facets 
DB7 
28 

0138 
84 

n B9 
246 

> 2 Facets 
01310 
I 

0 1311 
2 

DB I 2 
15 

Table 5.4. Mo u nd B Cons truction Fill Flakes Brok en Down 

by Platf orm and Dorsal Configurat ion 

Do rsal Cortex 

Pl atform 
Co nfigura tio n >75% < 75% None 

Mis sing OBI 
55 

0132 
146 

0 133 
3 11 

Cortex 0134 
14 

OBS 
98 

ORB 
107 

<2 Facets 
0137 
I 17 

0138 
265 

0139 
6 11 

>2 Facets 01310 
2 

01311 
3 

DB I2 
20 
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samples from the source areas. It is clear that rela­

tively little early-stage reduction was taking place 

at the Batesville Mounds site. The Batesville as­

semblages are also distinctive in their relative lack 

of late-stage flakes other than OB9. These appear 

to be specialized assemblages. 

BIFACES 

Production Stage Classification 

The biface typology for gravel cherts in Mis­

sissippi breaks the production trajectory into four 

stages. A blank is a biface on which the lateral 

margins are not completely worked. These bifaces 

were usually discarded because some irregularity 

in the gravel made it impossible to establish the 

edge or because a mistake, such as a serious hinge 

fracture, made it obvious that bifacial thinning 

would not be possible. The distinction between a 

blank and an amorphous core is often difficult. Preform 1 is the next stage. The bifacial edge is 

completely worked, but there is still cortex on one or both faces of the biface. As bifacial thinning 

progresses, this cortex is removed, and the resulting biface is classified as a preform 2. After h ifacial 

Sou r ce 
Dis tance 

(k m ) 

Nu m ber 
o f 

Flakes 

Proportion 
Early Stage 

Ba tesville, 
South Village 

0 503 0.519 

Batesville, 
Mound B 

0 1678 0.464 

Natchez Bluffs 0 1737 0.674 

Little 
Tallahatchie 
River 

0 160 0 .625 

Lightline Lake 5 9552 0.539 

Yalobusha River 5-12 394 0.459 

Line Creek 24-54 486 0.335 

Upper Yocona 
River 

50-61 58 0.397 
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Figure 5.3. Broken line graph of biface production stages, regional sample. 
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thinning is complete , the edges of th e biface are 

stra igh te n ed using pressure retouch . Bifaces on 

which this step has been completed are classified 

as fin ished bifaces. Production Trajectory Type Sou th 
Villag 

Mo u n d B 

Total 42 34 

Blank 0.071 0.177 

Preform 1 0 .381 0 .206 

Preform 2 0.714 0 .294 

Fini sh ed 1.000 1.000 

When the bifaces from the South Villa ge and 

Mound B are classified using thi s scheme, the 

sa m e surprises th at were evident in th e Oakes 

a pp ear (Table 5 .6) . That is, the amount of early­

stage production th at was expected for a source­

area assemblage is not there. O n ce aga in, the 

pattern is easier to see in comparison with o ther 

biface assemblages fro m Mississippi (Ta ble 5.7) and 

in a broken line gra p h (Figure 5.3) . The Batesville 
Table 5.7. Proport ion of Unfinish ed Bifaces in Several 

samples look more like non-source area assem­Regional A ssemblages from Mississipp i 

, 
Q UIT e 

Distance 
( km) 

, umb er 
o f 

Bifaces 

PI'OPOJlion 
Unfinish ed 

Batesville , 
South Vill age 

0 42 0.71 4 

Batesville , 
Mound B 0 34 0.294 

Natchez Bluffs 0 93 0.833 

Littl e 
Tallah at chie 
River 

0 38 0.895 

Lightline Lak e 5 1034 0.695 

Yalobush a 
River 

5-12 76 0 .802 

Line Creek ~4-54 96 0.4 58 

Upper Yocona 
River 

50-61 11 0. 272 

blages than anything else . There are p roportion­

a lly more preforms fr om the South Village than 

Mound B a n d fewer bl anks. It is evident that 

biface production was not one of th e ac tivities that 

was very common a t the site. 

Chronological Types 

Of course, fin ish ed bifaces can also be classi­

fied using named typ es, and here the differences 

between the two main Batesvill e a reas th at we 

sa m pled are remarkable and sati sfying , give n the 

ch ro n o logical ass ign m e n ts of Mound B and the 

So u th Village on th e basis of the ceramics (chap­

te r 4 ). The bifaces ca n be divided into three type 

clus te rs, which can in turn be subdivid ed into a 

total of four types (Ta ble 5.8). 

The type cluster co nce p t was introduced in to 

so u th e as te r n a rc hae o lo g y by Faulk n er and 

McCollough (197 3) in the first volume of a major 

research se r ies reporting on a reservoir salvage p roj ect in central Tennessee. Clusters are groups of 

sim ila r nam ed types, re cognizing th e fact th at man y named types are id entical or a t le ast very diffi­

cu lt to di stinguish and have essen tia lly th e sa me di stribution in time . Two early applications of th e 

concept to large collections o f material from northwestern Alab am a and eastern Mississippi are esp e­

cially applicabl e to north Mississippi bifaces. Futat o (1983) reports o n material from th e Cedar Cr eek 

and Upper Bear Creek reserv oirs, and Ensor (1981) does the same for the Gainesville Reservoir 

lithics . O f the two, Futato 's (1983) is more useful for our purposes. 

Th ere a re a t least three type clusters evident in the Batesvill e Mounds bifaces. Th e ea r liest is th e 

Late Archaic Rounded Base cluster, ce rt a in ly a misnomer in asmuch as most of th e types in thi s cluster 

extend into the Earl y Woodland period. The di stinguishing cr ite rio n for thi s cluster is the rounded 

base. The one example of Ad ena Narrow Stemmed is sorted from the rest on the basis of its relatively 

narrow, poo rly defined shoulders (Figure 5.4). The Gary type is essen tia lly a catchall. However, all 
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Figure 5.4 . Stemmed bifa ces: A dena, a ; Gary, b - c; Straight Stemmed, d - f. 
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members of this cluster came from Mound B, 

indicating, on the basis of the associat ed ce ­

ramics, a clear Earl y Woodland association .Prove-u ic u ce Length Width Th icKIWSS Raw 
( n u n ) ( Ill rn ) (rn III ) Mat erial 

Late Ar chaic Ro u n ded Base C luster 

Ad e na Na r ro w S tem med 

23 72 25 7 Grave l 

Gary Stemmed 

~o 51 27 10 G rav e l 

37 31 9 Ft. - Payn e? 

113 51 29 9 Grave l 

125 77 35 11 Grave l 

Late Ar cha ic/ Early Wood land Stra ig h t S te m med C luste r 

25 54 27 8 
Ft. 

Payn e ? 

26 - 36 12 Gravel 

1 15 05 :13 10 Grave l 

125 44 23 11 Grave l 

174 47 ,10 8 Grave-l 

206 43 24 13 Grave l 

11507* - 24 13 Gravel 

Lanceol ate Ex pan ded Stem C lus te-r 

Swan I .ake 

175 35 18 7 Grave l 

176 !6 18 7 Grave l 

20 1 31 18 6 Pi tkin ? 

207 49 18 11 Grave l 

215 23 5 Ft. 
- Payne ? 

2 15 20 8 
Ft. - Payn e? 

115:l7* 36 17 6 Pitkin ? 

'Field school catalog numbers. 

m aterial in southwest Geo rgia and 

thi s clus te r. 

The Late Archaic /Early Woodland Straigh t 

Stemmed cluster is a re sid ual class as it is ap­

plied here . Th at is, there ar e several clusters 

and type s th at co n ta in s tr a ig h t-ste m me d, 

square-base bifaces th at date to this tim e pe­

riod, the Flint Cree k a nd Wade clusters, fo r 

example (Fu ta to 1983), but the Batesvill e 

points do not fit co mfo r tab ly in an y of th em 

(Figures 5.4, 5 .5 ). All but three are fr om 

Mound B. The remainder (bag numbers 174, 

206, 11507) are fro m the South Village . 

The third type cluster, Lanceolate Ex­

panded Stem, clearly demonstrates th e va lue 

of the concept. Nearly identical bifaces were 

recovered fr om th e Wall ing site , a Middl e 

Woodland platform mound located in no rth­

ern Alabama. Kni gh t (1990:97) notes th e sev­

eral named typ es th at cou ld be used , Bak ers 

Creek, Mud Cree k, Swan Lake, and Coosa 

Notched, but d eclin es to sub d ivid e the clus­

ter, arguing th at a ll th ese types overl ap a n d 

a re co n te m poraneo us . Waldorf and Waldorf 

(1987: 193) note a sim ila r range of typ es with 

different n am es in d ifferent regions, add ing 

Steuben points in n orthern Illinois and Lowe 

points in south ern Illinois and Indi an a . 

These also a r e Middle to Late Woodland 

types . Justice (1 987 :20 8-14) defines wh at h e 

ca l ls the L o we cl us t e r, which i nclud e s 

St euben Expand ed Stemmed , Bak ers Cree k, 

Lowe Fla red Base , a n d Chesser Notch ed . 

These are a ll te r m in a l Middle Woodland to 

early Late Woodland types. The Swift point 

(Phelps 19 69; Kellar. Kelley, and McMi ch ael 

1962) is associa te d with Middle Woodl and 

northwest Florida and could a lso be co n sid e red a m e m be r o f 

It is particul arl y g ra tifying, th erefore, th a t a ll th e Lanceolate Exp anded Ste m cluster p o in ts from 

the Batesville Mounds excava tio ns came from th e South Villag e , th e so u rce for all of the lat e Middle 

Woodland ceramics fro m the 1996 excavati ons. All of the Batesville exam p les appear to bel ong to a 

single type, Swan Lak e (Figure 5.5). The overa ll sim ilar ity of the points in the Swan Lak e category in 

terms of size and shape suggests a relatively n arrow time span th at may prove significant. 
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Figure 5.5. Stemmed bifaces: Straight Stemmed, a ; Swan Lake, b - f. 

All but two of th e Early Woodland points ar e made of local gravels. More than half of th e Middle 

Woodland points ar e m ade from exotic m ate ri al. This is undoubtedly significant in te r m s of the 

re la tive amount of long-di stance trade during th e two periods of tim e as ex pressed by th e presence of 

blad es of exo tic chert s in th e South Village sam ple and by the ge neral abundance of a rt ifac ts made 

fro m nonlocaJ material during the Middle Woodland throughout th e Southeast. 

CORES 

The Batesville excava tions also produced twen ty-eigh t cores. In spite of the fact th at th e South 

Village sam ple con ta in s seve ra l blades, only o ne of the cores is a bl ad e core , also from th e South 
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Village. And, althou gh all bu t on e of the blad es is made from exotic chert , the single examp le of a 

bl ade core is made from lo cal chert . There is little chan ce that nonlocal co re fragm ents were 

missed in our ana lysis becau se a ll exotic che rt pi eces were pulled and exa m ined . None are the re­

mains of th e ex ha usted blade cores such as a re found on some Middle Woodland si tes from n orth 

Mississippi (Johnson and H ayes 1995). Blades must have been made a t so me other locati on and 

brou ght to the site . 

The remaining twenty-seven cores ar e amo r ph ous . That is, there is no particular a ttem pt to 

establish and m aintain a platform . Flake s rather than blades are drawn fro m the core in an oppor tu­

nistic manner. More often th an not , the platform is bifacial , but there is littl e regard to establ ishing a 

bifacial edge th a t is continuou s an d in a sin gle plane, a prerequisite to biface prod uction . In fact, 

man y of what we have classifi ed as blanks were probably cores. The distinction is likely to be arbitrary 

to begin with. Ce rta inly a blank is just as useful in producin g flakes as a co re, and one of the benefits 

of ea rly-stage biface reduction is a large supply of flakes, man y of which are large en ou gh to have been 

too ls in their own right. 

J ohnson (1985) belatedly cam e to realize th e importance of amorphous core technology in th e 

ana lysis of material from a grou p of upland sites in no rthwestern AJ abarn a. In that study, it became 

evide n t that a local , low-qu ality raw material was being used to produce flake tools th at appear to have 

been used to co nse rve bifaces made fro m better-quali ty, nonlocal material. A subseque n t examina tion 

of the regional di stribution of amo rph ous cores found th em to be a co m mon source-area artifact 

(Johnson 1986), and this is reasonable. Althou gh the technology is wasteful in terms of raw material 

and not particul arly p ortable, it is an exped ient way to derive cutting tools in areas wh ere raw mate­

rial co nse rva tion is not a co ns idera tion. Others have documented simila r patterns in th e So utheas t 

(Wrigh t 1984; Custe r 1987). 

Therefore, because the Bat esville Mounds are located in a source area, we expected a rela tively 

lar ge core- to- fin ishe d biface r atio. Once again, we were confounded (Tab le 5.9). This ratio for both 

th e South Village and Mound B is cons idera bly lower th an exp ected for a source area an d , in fact , is 

lowe r tha n th e ra tio for a t least one of th e non-source area assemblages . H oweve r, it should be 
no ted that fini sh ed bifaces are unusually co m mon for a source area assemblage at the South Village 

and es pecially at Mound B. If the ratios are recalcu la ted, using unfini sh ed ra ther than finish ed 

bi faces (Table 5. 10), Mound B looks a bit more like a source-area assembl age. The Sou th Village is 

still equivocal. 

Table 5.9 . Core to Finished Biface Ratios for Several Regional Samples [rom Mlssissippi 

Source Distan ce 
(k m) 

Am I 'l lll HJ u ~ 
C Ole s 

Filii h erl 
Bil'iL'l." 

Cllll::ilil' IL'e 

Bat esville , So ut h Village 0 17 12 1..1 17 

Batesville. Mound B 0 10 24 0.4 17 

Na tchez Bluffs 0 55 16 3.43 H 

Littl e Ta llaha tch ic River 0 49 4 12.260 

Ligh rline La ke 5 39 3 15 0 .123 

Yalobusha River 5- 12 43 15 2.867 

Line C ree k 24 -04 5 5~ 0 .09 6 

U p per Yoco na Rivet­ 50-6 1 0 3 0.000 
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BLADES 

A total of twenty-nine blades have been recovered from the Batesville Mounds excavations, In­

cluding twenty-two from the several seasons of field school in the South Village (Table 5.11). In fact, 

all but one of the blades came from the South Village. That specimen (bag number 46) came from 

Mound B. The association between the blades and the late Middle Woodland, Marksville pottery of 

the South Village appears particularly strong. 

There is a good deal of variation in size and platform attributes (Table 5.11) with no clear pat­

terning in platform preparation. Some show edge grinding, some show microflaking down the face of 

the core to maintain the platform; some show both, some show neither. All of the platforms are 

relatively small, with the proximal end of the blade coming to a point at the platform. Platform 

angles are fairly acute, and there is some lipping on the ventral edge of the platform. Many of the 

blades show intensive utilization in terms of microflaking along the edges (Figure 5.6). 

Perhaps the most notable aspect of the assemblage is that all but three are made from obviously 
exotic raw material. In fact, Middle Woodland blades in the Southeast are characteristically made on 

nonlocal cherts. In addition, there seems to be some patterning to the distribution of the various raw 

materials (Johnson and Hayes 1995). Cherts from Illinois and Missouri, primarily Cobden and 

Burlington, predominate in the Lower Mississippi Valley (Ford 1963; Toth 1988). Cherts from O hio 

are found at sites to the east, in northeastern Mississippi, central and eastern Tennessee, western 

North Carolina, and Georgia (Bohannon 1972; Butler 1979; Chapman 1973; Chapman and Keel 

1979; Cridlebaugh 1981 ; Jefferies 1976, 1979; Keel 1976; Smith 1979). 

The Batesville Mounds assemblage fits this pattern to an extent. That is, 66 percent of the blades 

are ma de fro m Illinois and/or Missouri cherts (Cobden, Burlington, Kaolin, Mill Creek). H owever, 
four of the total are made from material from Arkansas (novaculite and possible Pitkin). T h ree blades 

are made from local, Citronelle gravels. Most interesting of all, two blades appear to have bee n made 

from Dover chert, a material that is found in central Tennessee, and one blade may be made from 

H arrison Coun ty chert, the source of which is located in southern Indiana. This use of eastern Mid­

western cherts sets the Batesville Mounds assemblage apart from other Middle 'Woodland blade as­

semblages in the Mississippi alluvial valley. However, the Batesville Mounds location at the eastern 

edge of the valley, on the banks of one of the major rivers draining from the east, makes this m inor ity 

representation reasonable. 

Trible 5.10. Core to Unfinished Biface Ratios for Several Regional Samples from Mississippi 

Source Di-aanr:e­
(k ill ) 

Amorphous 
Co re ~ 

l in fin ish e-d 
BiElCes 

(;oll'/Biface 

Batesville, South Village 0 17 30 0.567 

Batesville, Mound B 0 10 10 1.000 

Natchez Bluffs 0 55 77 0.7143 

Little Tall ah atchie River 0 49 34 1,441 

Lightline Lake 5 39 719 00:;4 

Yalobusha River 5-12 43 61 07049 

Line Creek 24-54 5 44 0.114 

Upper Yocona River 50-61 0 8 0.000 
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Prove n ience Se gmen t 
Pl at fo rm 
G ri n d in g 

Micro flaking L ' ngth Widt h T h ickness 
R;IW 

Ma terial 

26* wh o le no ye s 45 10 3 Cobden 

198 whole yes yes 39 12 4 Cobden 

1023* prox imal no yes 39 10 2 Cobden 

11484* prox imal yes n o - 16 3 Cobden 

193 proximal n o ye s - 12 2 Cobden 

11493* proxima l yes yes - 15 3 Co b d e n 

10* proximal no yes - 10 3 Cobden 

1019* medial - - - 27 3 Co b d e n 

14* medial - - - 13 2 Co bde n 

1025* med ia l - - - 13 4 Cobd e n 

11481* distal - - - 12 3 Cob d e n 

1005* whole no yes 48 10 3 Burl in gto n 

11488* wh o le n o n o 28 12 2 Burlington 

216 medial - - - 14 5 Burlington 

1061* medial - - - 8 2 Burlington 

11486* dis tal - - - 10 2 Burlingt on 

1021* whole n o yes 40 17 4 Kaolin 

58* proximal no ye s - 11 3 Ka olin 

11485* d istal - - - 12 5 Mi ll Cre e k 

46 who le no n o 35 9 3 Gravel 

176 whole no yes 36 12 2 Gravel 

175 proximal no yes - 9 2 G rave l 

11490* whole no n o 33 10 2 Nova culite 

1057* proximal no n o - 10 2 N ov aculite 

21* m e d ia l - - - 10 3 Pitkin? 

1064* distal - - - 9 3 Pitk in ? 

171 dista l - - - 10 2 Dov er? 

11489* d ista l - - - 9 2 Dover? 

33* m edial - - - 10 3 H arrison 
Co u n ty? 

'Field school catalog numbers. 
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Figure 5.6. Blades: Cobden, a - f; Burlington, g - k; Mill Creek, I; Pitkin?, m; Harrison County?, n; Citronelle, 0 - p; 
Douert, q - r; Kaolin, s - t; Novaculite, U - v. 
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THERMAL SHATTER 

The majority lithic ca tegor y in the Mound B assem blage is, by far, fire-crack ed rock. An amazing 

126 .97 kilograms (280. 59 pounds) of thermal sh atter was recovered from the tren ch and other excava­

tions in that mound. This compares to 1.26 kilograms (2.78 pounds) from Mound A and 4.11 kilo­

grams (9.08 pounds) from the South Village. Th e con tras t is even more striking when these fig ures 

are adj usted for th e volumes of the excavations in th e three areas. Mound B density is 70.81 g ra ms 

per cubic foot whereas the densities in Mound A and th e South Village are 5 .03 an d 8.40, respectively. 

Moreover, Holland-Lilly's (I 996b) auger test data show the concentration of thermal shatter to be a n 

exclusively Mound B phenomenon. 

The distribution of fire-cracked rock is not uniform within Mound B. As any o ne of the people 

who worked in the tr en ch can attest, Stage II (Zone 2) contained a remarkable amount of thermal 

sha tter. Table 5.12 co nfir ms our impressions fr om th e field. More than h alf o f all of the Mound B 

sam ple of thermal sh atter came from this stage, an d th e density is two to three tim es that of any of th e 

other construction stag es and five times the densi ty in the midden th at we found in the buried A 

horizon at the bas e of th e trench . Still , that midden co n ta ined considerabl y more fire-cracked rock 

than the South Village m id den . 

Some sort of sp ecialized activity that produced thermal shatter is implied by the concentration 

and density of thermal shatter in Mound B. J ohn Sullivan has decided to explore this aspect of th e 

Batesville Mounds lithics in his thesis. Although th at research is ongoing, preliminary results from hi s 

review of the literature and experiments are informati ve. 

Fire-cracked rock h as be en the stepsister in lithic an alysis. Although present in most archaeologi­

ca l asse mblag es, particul arly in areas where stone is availa ble, little has been don e beyond noting the 

occurrence and perhaps counting o r weighing it. Binford (Binfo rd e t at. 1970) provided an ea rly 

exc e p tion when he plotted the distribution of cra cked co bbles in the su r face co llec tion from a site in 

so u th e r n lllinois. Without much in the way of justification , he ar gues th at these artifacts ar e th e 

debris from earth ovens. Similar assumptions augmented by limited ex pe r ime n ta tion were basic to 

the analysis of thermal shatter in the Cache Rive r survey (Shiffer and House 1975), another cultural 

resource management project, this one in Arkan sas. 

It is a measure of the rela tive importance th at ar chaeologists have affo rded this artifact class that 

th e two primary references th at deal with functi on al differences within th e class come from the gre y 

literature of contract reports (Tagga rt 1981 ; Zurel 1979) . Although cited over and over, they h ave 

never been publish ed . These ea rly results have been duplicated by seve ral experiments including ou r 

own . Two basic cond itions result in thermal frac ture . The ro ck can be heated too rapidly, ca usi ng the 

outside to expand more rapidly than the in sid e. This expansion fra cture results in exfoliation , and 

the resultant pieces look like flakes in general sha pe, but lack pl atforms and other flake chara cteris­

tics. The rock can also be coo led too rapidly, ca us ing contraction fractures when the outside co ntrac ts 

faster than the in sid e . This causes fractures to fo r m that are roughly perpendicular to the su rface of 

the rock and run through to the other sid e , producing irregular chunks of rock. The types hav e been 

re la ted to dry heat (ex pans ion fracture ) and wet heat (con traction fracture) . In terms of co ok ing, dry 

heat is ge n erally co ns ide re d the result of roasting , an d wet h eat is related to ston e boiling. 

Sullivan ha s ap plied th is typology to a small sa mp le of thermal sh atte r from Mound B (o ne bag 

per zone ), and th e results are informative (Ta ble 5.13) . Wet fractures predominate in Sta ge s I and II 

and the submound midden, while dry fractures are a bit more com mo n in the relatively low-density 
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Table 5.12. Fire-Cracked Rock in Mound B Broken Down by Table 513. Fire-Cracked Rock Sample from Mound B 

Construction Stage Broken Down by Construction Stage and Fracture Type 

Stage Zone 
Weight 

(gm) 
Density 
(gm/ft') 

IV la 7,634 38.17 

III Ib 12,473 45.36 

II 2 85,991 127.77 

I 3 17,169 51.87 

Submound A 4 3,898 25.48 

Subsoil 5 552 3.43 

Stage 
Wet 

Fracture 
Dn 

Fract ure 
Indetcr­
minate 

Wet! 
Drv 

IV 36 80 9 0.45 

III 6 16 3 0.38 

II 1174 645 68 1.82 

I 20 II I 1.82 

Submound A 31 J 1 2 2.82 

Subsoil 2 2 0 1.00 

Stage III and IV deposits. It appears that stone boiling was a major activity in the Mound B vicinity. 

Of course, the presence of dry fracture in the assemblage does not necessarily signify oven cooking. 

These fractures could well be the results of the careless heating of rocks for stone boiling. 

AsSEMBLAGE LEVEL COMPARISONS 

It is convenient to begin this section by referring to the lithic assemblages from the Fant and O ak 

Grove sites to the west of the Batesville Mounds, located north of Clarksdale in the Delta. Although 

these sites and the South Village at the Batesville Mounds all have substantial Middle Woodland 

components, the lithic assemblages could hardly be more different. The only thing they have in 
common is the presence of blades made from exotic raw material. At Fant these blades are ma de from 

Burlington and Cobden cherts with a few examples made from quartz crystal. Blade core fragments 

from all three raw materials were found, clearly documenting the local production of these blades. 

Finished bifaces made from these same raw materials are common as are all stages of biface manufac­

ture. Blades are relatively rare at Oak Grove, but there is evidence for a substantial amount of biface 

reduction based on another exotic raw material, novaculite. Amorphous cores are fairly common at 

both sites. 

In contrast, the South Village assemblage from the Batesville Mounds contains a small sample 
of blades made from northern cherts, but evidence for local manufacture is entirely lacking. T h ese 

blades were made elsewhere and brought into the site. Biface manufacture was not a major activity at 

the Batesville site, particularly given its location in a source area. However, amorphous cores are 

well represented. 

Perhaps the key to understanding the Batesville assemblage lies in the flake analysis. The majority 

of the flakes from all portions of the site fall into the DB9 category. The only other reported assem­

blage that comes close to resembling the Batesville debitage profile came from a series of upland sites 

on the edge of the Tennessee River valley in northern Alabama (Johnson 1985). At Colbert Ferry, a 

local, low-quality raw material was used in an amorphous core technology to produce large flakes, 

many of which appeared to be utilized. Bifaces were made from a distinctive, nonlocal raw material, 
and there was relatively little evidence for biface manufacture. More than 80 percent of the flakes 

made from local chert fell into the DB9 category (Johnson 1985: table 8.7). The defining characteris­
tics of this flake type, simple platform and lack of dorsal cortex, make it a reasonable product of an 
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a mo rp ho us core technology. Its predominance in Mound B, a nd th e Sou th Villa ge sa m p le corre­

sponds with the relatively large number of amorphous cores [rom th ese two locations. 

The primary activi ty in te rms of tool manufacture ap pears to have focused on an ex ped ient flake 

core technology. Biface manufacture is poorly represen ted, especially give n the lo cati on of th e site in 

a n are a where raw m aterial is read ily available, and blade manufacture was not perform ed at al l. 

Blad es and finished bifaces are , however, abundant. The ab undance of fire-cracked rock in th e Mound 

B asse m blage also sugges ts a specialized site function, one that h ad changed by the tim e of occu pa­

tion of the South Village, where fire-cr acked rock is re la tively rare . 

In an early and programmat ic sta tem en t of th e New Arch aeol ogy, Struever (1968) proposed a 

hypothet ical model for Middle Woodland se ttlemen t in th e Illin ois Valley. He delineated four basic 

si te types: ba se camps, mortua r y cam ps, agri cultural ca mps, a nd regional ex change ce nte rs . Th e 

remarkabl e thing abo u t th is model is th at, given th e amou nt of resea rch that ha s been d one in the 

Ill in o is Valley, it h as ye t to be thoro ug h ly tested . H owever, severa l base cam ps an d at least o ne 

mo rtua r y camp have been id en tified. The characte risti cs of th e lithic assemblage fro m Napol eon 

H oll ow, the proposed mortua r y ca m p , are what are of in te rest here (Wia n t and McGimsey 1986; 

O dell 1994, 1996). 

Th e Napoleon Hollow site is located in the lower Illin ois Vall ey in west-central Illi n ois, in th e 

Illinois Hopewell heartlan d . Two compone n ts at th e site were excavate d, one on the flood plain and 

one o n th e hillside . An ex te ns ive burial mound site was located on the edge of the alluvial valley, just 

above th e hill sid e com ponent. Alth ough d ifferent in some ways, the two comp onen ts of th e Napoleon 

Holl ow site sh a re severa l charac te ristics th at di stinguish them fro m base ca mp assemblages. Both 

co n ta in faunal asse m b lages wit h rel ati vel y low div e rsity, a nd both co n tai n a n unusu al amo unt of 

e labora te Hopewell ce ra mics. Nonlocal lithics, particul arly blad es, a re co m mon o n both sites, and 

o the r tools such as bifaces are relat ively unusual. Retouch ed an d utilized flakes are th e pri ma ry tool in 

bo th assemblages. Biface man ufac tu ring rejects tend to be ea rly stage, and there is some suggestion 

th at these were cores used in an exped ien t flake tool tec h no logy rather than bl anks or pre forms 

(Wiant and McGimsey 1986:361) . Fin ally, use wear an alysis ind icat es a specialized use fo r 1he blades 

from Napoleon Hollow that con trasts with the more gen eral u se for blades from the Smiling Dan site , 

a proposed base cam p (O dell 1996) . 

T he llli n ois data sugges t a general explanation th at wou ld accou nt for the unexpected na ture of 

the Batesville lithic assemblage . Eve n th ough it is loca ted in a so urce a rea, tool prod u ction a nd 

maintenan ce were rel ati vel y un important because th e primary func tio n of th e site was ce re mon ial. 

Peopl e ca me to th e site periodi cally to perform ritua ls th at focu sed o n the flat -topped m ou nds and 

the burial mounds. They used sto ne to o ls, bifaces a nd blades an d a lot of flak es, but the on ly tools 

th ey produced at th e site were the flakes, driven fro m amorphous co re s. It is interesting to no te tha t 

amorph ous cores are unusu ally comm on in apparent short-term, specialized occupations at the Pinson 

Mounds, the premier Middle Woodl and platform mound site in west-central Tennessee (France 1985) . 



6 
Sum.m.ary and Conclusions
 

As is usually the cas e, our excavations have raised nearly as many questions as we have answered . 

But we have answered seve ra l questions , some of which are of importance in understanding th e 

prehistory of north Mississippi . In th e first place, we have confir med Holland-Lilly's assertion th at 

the Batesville Mounds, both th e burial mounds and the platform mounds, were built entirely during 

the Woodland period. We have secured a sizeable sample of ceramics from two distinct phases during 

the Woodland period, and that h as allowed us to critically evalu a te se ve ra l aspects of the Early 

Woodland, Tchula ceramic assem blage and the Middle Woodland Marksvill e assemblage for th e re­

g ion. In the process, we have be en able to refine the d efinition of these ce ram ic com p lexes . 

The lithic analysis yie lded a few surp rises . In particular, th ere was subs ta n tia lly less tool produc­

tion th an we expected , and a t lea st som e of the blades ap pear to have come from farther to th e eas t 

th an we anticipated. The a bu ndan t sam ple of fire- cracked ro ck gave us an opportunity to assess thi s 

important but neglected a rtifa ct ca tego ry. Only the stemmed biface s cooperated completely with 

distinct and different types co m ing from the Tchula period deposits o f Mound B and the Marksville 

period deposits from the South Village. 

However, many of these results are of the kind that are of p ri mar y interest to professional ar ch ae­

o logists. The general re ader might find it mildly interesting th at bon e was added to pottery primarily 

during the late Middle Woodland period, but is likely to be more interested in broader questions. 

What were people doing at th e Batesville Mounds site, and wh en were they doing it? We can answ er 

those questions with some co nfidence an d only a little equivocati on . But th en the question of why 

th ey were doing what we think th ey were doing might co me up. That is a much more diffi cul t 

question , one that ar chaeol ogi sts find j ust as intriguing as laymen . And , we have a long way to go in 

answe ring it. In o rder to se t the stage , it is first necessar y to revi ew the d ata on sim ilar sites through­

out the Southeast. 

WOODLAND PERIOD PLATFORM MOUNDS IN THE SOUTHEAST 

It used to be relatively straightforward: burial mounds were th ought to first appear at the begin­

ning of the Woodland period-Early Woodland was even called Burial Mound I at one time (Fo rd 

an d Willey 1941 )-and platform mounds marked the beginning of th e Mississippian period (Te mp le 

Mound I). During the past co u p le of decades this has all changed . We now know that mound build­

in g began several millennia earlier. during the late Middle Archaic (Sau nde rs a nd Allen 1994; Saunders, 

Allen , an d Saucier 1994; Saunders e t al. 1997) , and platform mound s ap pear during the Woodland 

pe riod. The following overview of Woodland platform mounds is made much easie r by three recent 

reviews of th eir dating a nd di stribution (jefferies 1994; Knight 1990 ; Plu ckhahn 1996) . 
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Knight (1990:166 ) sp ec ulates about the im pact th at a few more weeks of work at the Walling site 

in north eastern Alabama during the \VPA excavations in th e 1940s would have had on Southeastern 

archaeology. If the earlier ex cavato rs had re co gn ized the fact that the earlier stages of the const ruction 

of thi s flat-topped mound d ate to the Woodl and period, it might have fo rced a reevaluation of the 

ch ronologica l importan ce of platform m ounds in defining th e Mississippian period during th e for­

mati ve stages of regional arc haeo logy. O r would it? Pluckhahn (1996) documents the str uggle that 

Caldwell h ad in reconciling th e appar ent Woodland date of th e Summerour Mound with the fact that 

it was a pl atform mound . This site, located in northwestern Georgi a, was excavated in th e early 

1950s, but never thoroughly reported. It co u ld be argued th at the outline of sou theaste rn prehisto ry 

had a lready been esta blish ed by that tim e. 

The sa me cannot be sa id about th e Swift Cree k site, excavated as part of the ex te ns ive WPA 

re sear ch in the Ocmulgee Basin o f north-central Georgia . This fieldwork was co nd uc ted du ring the 

1930s and provided one of the baseline sequ en ces for the Southeast (Hally 1994). In fact , th e site 

gives its na me to the Middle Woodland period for most of Georgia, eastern Alabama, and northern 

Florida . H owever, th e mound is rel atively sm all , diffe ring from classic Mississippian str u ctu res in 

severa l ways, a llowing it to be dismissed as an ac cr e tional mound (jefferies 1994:72 ) . 

However, large platform mounds with ramps and some evidence for su mm it str uctures were excavated 

by other WPA proj ects in Louisiana a t abou t the same tim e. Whi le Mound 6, the large pl atform 

mound a t the Marksville site, was excavated, but poorly reported, stratigr aphic data from the smaller 

Mound 2 clea rly establi sh a Middle Woodland date for the construct ion of this platform mound 

(Vesce lius 1957 ) , an d very little in the way of later mate rial has been found at the site (To th 1974) . An 

early Late Woodland d ate for th e great mound at th e Troyville site is ge nera lly accep ted alth oug h the 

sit e was excavated early in th e era of pr ofessional ar ch aeol ogical research in the reg ion (Walker ] 93 6) , 

and th is assign me n t is no t clear. A Late Woodland Col es Cre ek assignment fo r the platfo rm mounds 

at the (",re enhouse sit e can n o t be doubted; the site was thoroughly ex cavated and repo rted (Ford 

] 95] ), p roviding th e basis for a portion of the cerami c sequ e n ce in th e Lower Mississippi Valley. 

H owever, the co r rela tion between th e Louisian a seque nce a nd the res t of the Southeast, particularly 

before ra diocarbon dates be came available , has been troublesome. In fact , J ennings (1952 ), in an 

early regional summar y, co nside rs Col es Cre e k to be Ea rly Mississippi an . Even after it was demon­

strated th at the mate rial fro m Greenhouse was the temporal equivalent of Late Woodland , workers in 

the h eartland of the Southeast tended to disregard Lower Valley data as peripheral and p ecu liar. 

Th e sam e can perhaps be sa id about Weeden Island sites along th e Flo rid a Gulf Coast. There are 

obvious ties between Weeden Island and Co les Cree k (Sea rs 1977 ) in te rms of ceramics an d, perhaps, 

ar chitecture. However, th e temporal pla cement of Weeden Island relati ve to th e Mississippian period 

was in question fo r a good while (Mil anich et al. 1984) so that it was possible to dismiss Weeden Island 

platform mounds as potential anteced ents to Mississippian structures. Moreover, dis counting excava­

tions by Moore j ust after the turn of th e ce n tu ry, th e majo r early exc avation of a Weeden Island site 

with platfo rm m ounds occu rred at the Kolomoki site in sou thwest Geo rg ia (Sears 1956). Mound 

constr uction was assigned primarily to the Kolomoki phase, which Sear s (1956:46) th ought to be late 

a Late Woodland-Earl y Mississippian transitional ph ase . Almost everyone else and ultim atel y Sea rs 
(199 2) saw the Kolomoki phase cerami cs to be a variant of Middle Woodland Swift Cr ee k material. 

This co nfusion and th e fac t that the two platform m ounds that are clearl y Kolomoki phase construc­

tions, Mounds F and H , a re rel ativ ely sm all allowed so u th easte rn arc haeo log ists to disregard th e 

Kolomoki data in th eir reconstructions of cu lture history. 
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On the other hand, there really is no excuse for ignoring Mound A at the Mandeville site. The 

site is located a few mil es up th e Chattahooch ee River from Kolomoki. Extensive excavations reported 

in a major j ournal (Ke llar, Kell ey, and McMichael 1962) make it clear that at least th e fir st four stages 

of a subs tan tial platform mound were cons tructed during the Middle Woodland period . Coppe r, clay 

figurin es, bl ades made from exotic chert, platfo rm pipes, and other Middle Woodland markers were 

abundan t a t the site . 

Still, a t least a decade would pass before addi tion al discoveries of Woodland pl atform mounds at 

the Garde n Creek site in western North Carolin a an d Annewakee Creek site in central Georgia forced 

a reevalu at ion of the distribution of pre-Mississippi an platform m ounds in the region (Dicke ns 197 5; 

Hally 1975). Woodland pe riod platform mound construction in the cen tral Southeast is, today, clearly 

established . Knight (1990: ta ble 43) lists a co nse rva tive twen ty-two examples in Alabama, Flo r id a, 

Georgia , an d North Carolina . 

In sp ite of the early d ocumentation of \Voodland period platform mounds at Marksville, Troyville , 

and Co les Crec' ; sites in the Lower Vall ey, arch aeo log ists working in the Midsouth were slow to 

recognize th e significance of th e phenomenon in their region . That is, while th ere was general ag ree­

ment th at platform mounds were built in th e Lower Valley during the Late Woodland (Phillips e t al. 

1951 :337; Phillips 1970:555; Williams and Brain 198 3:406) , which made th e Late Woodland date for 

the nume rous platform mounds at the Toltec site in Arkansas relatively easy to acce p t (Rolin gson 

1982, 199 0), these mounds were perceived to be emergent Mississippian. The frequent arrange ment 

of th ese mounds around apparen t plazas was ce r ta in ly a major fac to r in this in terpretation. Relatively 

few h ave been excavated so th e presen ce or abse nc e of mound-top stru ctu res can no t be determined. 

Exc ava tio ns at th e Pinson Mounds in western Tennessee during the mid-1 970s fo rced a ree val ua­

tion o f th e status of Wo odl and pl atform mounds in the Midsou th (Main fo r t 1980) . Not on ly was 

Mississippian material unusual at this lar ge , multimound site , but also the majority of the ce ramics 

recovered relate to the Middle Woodland. Subsequent excavations in the platfo r m mounds d emon­

strated a Middle Woodland time of construct ion in terms of both ceramics an d ra d iocarbon da tes 

(Main for t 1986). In addition, the site h as yielded small numbers of exotic sh erds, co pper, and im­

ported lithics, whi ch tie it to o th er Middle Woodland cultures in th e Midwest and Southeast. Raffe r ty's 

(1983 , 1987, 1990) eva lua tio n of Smithsonian co llec tio ns from th e Ingomar site in northeastern 

Mississip pi an d a limited am oun t of test pit d ata confirm a co m parable Middle Woodland date for 

this m ound group. 

So , arc h aeo logists ca n now agree that platform mounds are a feature of th e Middle Woodland 

cultural landscape in th e Southeast. What th ey can no t agree on is the significance of these mounds. 

Are they di fferent in fu nc tio n from the low platforms that ar e often found as a first stag e of constr uc­

tion within Middle Woodland burial mounds (Bro se 1988; Kni ght 1990 )? Should th e Lower Vall ey, 

Col es Cree k Mounds be di scounted be cau se they are ancestral to the Mississippian temple mounds 

(Kni gh t 1990)? Is the di stinction between platforms capped with ster ile fill an d those with ou t usefu l 

(Pluckhahn 1996)? 

In fact , the one thing tha t does characterize Woodland pl atform mou nds is their variab ility 

(j effe ries 199 4; Knight 1990; Pluckhahn 1996) . Knight (1990:170-71) lists a number of traits tha t are 

ofte n, but not always, present in these mounds and tentatively labels it the Kolomoki pattern . Th e list 

includes irregular scatters of postholes an d pit features , lack of clear su m mi t str uc tu re remains, large 

posthol es, fu n n el-sh aped posthole orifices, bur n ed summit areas an d hearths, multi stage const ruc­

tion, specia l use of multicolored fills, and presence of exotic ar tifacts and sp ecial ce ram ics. Jefferies 
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(1994:82) adds the tendency to add later stages to the top of the mound, but not the sides; the 

mound gets higher, but not wider or longer. 

Mound B at the Batesville site fits nicely among the Woodland platform mounds in the Southeast 

in the refusal to conform to a clear pattern. Postholes and pits are rare; only one posthole and one 

possible pit were found in the excavated portion of the mound. No summit structures were encoun­

tered in the three 5 by 10 units excavated on the top of the mound. No large postholes or funnel­

shaped posthole orifices were found. While the abundant fire-cracked rock in Stages I and II suggests 

that burning was taking place someplace nearby, there is no evidence that it was done on the mound. 

There was clear multistage construction and marked contrasts between the Stage I/II fill and the III/ 

IV fill, but the OCR and soils data suggest a considerable time elapsed between the completion of 

Stage II and the beginning of Stage III. None of the exotic lithics found in the South Village were 

present in the mound. There does, however, appear to be an unusual number of decorated sherds 

from Stages I and II. Finally, although relationship between the edges of Stage I and II cannot be 

determined because they have been obliterated by plowing and soil genesis, Stage III is smaller in 

plan view than Stage II, and Stage IV is smaller yet. That is, the Batesville Mound B is like several 

other Woodland platform mounds in the way that subsequent stages were added only to the top. 

So. Mound B is like other Woodland platform mounds in some ways and unlike them in others. 

It differs in another respect. None of the 'Woodland mounds that have been described show the 

extensive concentration of fire-cracked rock that was found in Stages I and II of Mound B. The 

irregular boundary between Stages I and II and II and IlIon the flank of the mound may also prove 

to be a significant difference. That is, there is no apparent attempt to smooth and dress the sides of 

the mound at the completion of these stages. The stage boundaries in the center of the mound, on 

th e other hand, are horizontal and relatively even, particularly at the tops of Stages II and III. 

Because construction stages were added in roughly horizontal layers without extending down 

over the sides of earlier stages. a rough idea of the shape of the mound can be gotten by subtracting 

the top layers from the contour map. When this is done, another fundamental difference between 

Stages I/II and III/IV is evident. The mound during the first two stages appears to have been an 

irregular oval in plan view. It was not made rectangular until the final two stages. Of course, the 

original outline of the first two stages may have been obscured by plowing and weathering. 

Although there are an abundance of amorphous cores and apparent flake tools from Stages I and 

II, there are relatively few finished bifaces, and no specialized stone tools analogous to the blades 

found in other Woodland platform mounds, Walling (Knight 1990) and Mandeville (Kellar, Kelley, 

and McMichael 1962), for example. The only suggestion of specialized activity associated with the 

construction of the first two stages of Mound B is the concentration of fire-cracked rock that charac­

terized these zones. If these artifacts are the result of food preparation, then there may be a parallel 

between the Batesville platform mounds and other Woodland platform mounds in terms of sug­

gested function. Although none of the other Woodland mounds show similar concentrations of fire­

cracked rock, many of them have yielded artifacts and features that suggest communal feasting (Knight 

1990; Rolingson 1991, 1992), pointing out what may prove to be the primary functional distinction 

between Woodland platform mounds and Mississippian period examples. Mississippian mounds were 

generally topped with structures that, on the basis of ethnographic and artifactual data, are inter­

preted to have been temples. Access to these temples was likely restricted to the elite members of 

society. Knight (1990) suggests that the feasting activities implied by the form and content of the 

Woodland platform mounds would have been open to the entire community. In this way, differences 
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in mound fun ction may reflect fundamental differences between the social organization of th e Wood­

land period tribes and Mississippian period chiefdoms. 

Mississippian platform mounds are more likely than not to occur in co n ce n tra tio ns of t"JO or 

more per site , arranged around a plaza. This ch aracteristic of the Col es Cree k mound sites fro m th e 

Lower Valley, Greenhouse, for exa m ple (Ford 1951 ) , has prompted some to view these Late Woodland 

platform m ounds as precocious Mississippian rather than characte ristic Woodland (Knight 1990). 

Although Mound A at the Batesville site is so badly eroded that its o rig in al shape is difficult to 

determin e, Brown (1926:113) describes it as an irregular rectangular on th e basis of his first visit in 

1906. H e sketches it as a platform mound (Bro wn 1926 :fig . 23) with littl e apparen t regard to Mound 

B in terms of the o rientation of the sides. Mound A has suffe red a good deal more destruction in th e 

intervening ninety years, and its sta tus as a platform mound rests on Brown 's description . It may be 

that th e area between the two can be interpreted as a plaza: auger testing demonstrated it to be clear 

of any art ifactu al debris. However, except for in mounds themselves, prehistoric artifacts are unusual 

in the portion of the site wh ere Mounds A, B, and C are located. The question of the presence or 

absen ce of a pl aza at Batesville is no t likely to be re solved given th e d egree of destructi on th at has 

occurred as the result of cultiva tio n. 

Beyond the con ce n tra tions of fire-cracked rock , Mound B a t Batesville may be unusu al for Wood­

land pl atform mounds in terms of time of construction. The ceramic, O CR, and some of the rad io­

carbon d ata suggest that Stages I and II were built during the Early Woodland, Tchula period. 

Although Early Woodland m ounds are fairly common in the Mississippi Valley (Jackson, In prep.), all 

those th at have been described are conical rather th an flat topped. Likewise. it is not until the Mid d le 

Woodland th at pl atform m ounds become common in the Midsouth a n d the rest of th e Southeast. 

This is th e period of time when Stage s III and IV a t Mound B and , perhaps, Mound A we re built. As 

it stands, Mound B may be o ne of the earliest ex amples of a platform mound in the region . 

TCHULA PERIOD ACTIVITY AT THE BATESVILLE MOUNDS 

Th e earl ie st clearly eviden t activi ty at th e Batesville Mounds site is preserved in th e midden 

buri ed under Mound B. This obvious anthropic A horizon contains a large sam ple of Tchula pe riod 

ceramics, fire- cracked rock , a nd a mo rp ho us co res. Although th e boundary between thi s o ld land 

surface and the first stage of mound constructi on is obvious, th e p remound artifact asse m blag e is 

nearly id entical to the material con tain ed within th e first two stages of mound constructi on . T his 

could be interpreted to indicate a continuation of the same activity a t that location after mound 

construction began . And, if we are correct in interpreting this assemblage to be the result of ritual 

feastin g, cere mon ial activity a t this location pred ates the beginning of mou n d constructi on. 

Of co u rse , like many things in archaeo logy, th e Tchula phase assign me n t for the construction of 

Sta ge s I and II of Mound B is not without questi on . The OCR dates, the ceramics, th e lith ics, and 

one of the ra d iocar bon dates indicate Early Woodland. A second radi oc arbon date suggests that the 

mound m ay have been built du ring the Middle Woodland using fill th at con tain ed abu ndan t Early 

Woodland m aterial. However, if this were the case , the Middle Woodland builders were remarkably 

thorough in ga ther ing up all th e Tchula period material on the site . H oll and-Lilly's au ger tests failed 

to un cover sim ilar deposits anywhere else . Moreover, th e dense concentration of fire- cracked ro ck that 

characterizes th e Stage I a n d II deposits in Mound B are also unique to that portion of the site. 

Finally, th ere are some ap pare n t arch itectu ra l chang es th at occur afte r the co m p le tion of Stage II . 
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If the construction of Stages I and II does date to early Woodland, what were the inhabitants of 

the Batesville Mounds site doing during that period? The lithic assemblage gives us some clues. In 

the first place, it appears to be a specialized assemblage, representing a restricted range of activities. 

Unlike the occupations at several smaller Woodland sites just upriver from the Batesville Mounds, 

tool production and maintenance were not a major concern of the Tchula period inhabitants at 

Batesville. They did use tools: a good sample of bifaces that could have served as spear points or 

knives were found in the mound fill, and a large number of flakes and cores were also found. All of the 

Early Woodland material from the Batesville site was made on local gravel. This limited range of 

activity suggests that people came to the site for short periods of time to perform specialized tasks. 

The nearly 300 pounds of fire-cracked rock from Mound B also suggests a specialized activity. 

Even though the field school excavations in the south portions of the South Village recovered some 

Tchula period ceramics, the fire-cracked rock concentration is unique to the Mound B area. Our 

analysis indicated that most of this rock is the result of wet heat, likely a by-product of stone boiling. 

This, and the abundant carbon that makes the basket loading in Stages I and II so evident, indicate 

that a good deal of cooking was carried out in the Mound B locality. The fact that the debris from this 

cooking was very deliberately relocated to form a flat-topped mound suggests that the cooking might 

have been ritual rather than domestic. The mound appears to represent a monument to multiple 

episodes of feasting. Remember that the tops of both Stages I and II are horizontal and flat. Perhaps 

the feasting took place on top of the structure, which was constructed from the remains of previous 

feasts. There appears to have been no effort to dress the sides of the mound, and the plan view outline 

of the mound at this stage can best be described as irregular. 

Feasting was not the only activity carried out at the site during the Tchula period. In addition to 

Mounds A and B, the two platform mounds at Batesville, Brown (1926) mapped the locations of 

Mounds C, D, and E, all of which he described as conical. Mound E may be a barely recognizable rise 

in the field to the east of the North Village. If so, field school excavations at that location failed to 

uncover any material that would suggest the original use of the mound. All that remains of Mound D 

is a 2-foot rise to the east of the South Village. The field school trenched that mound, but again failed 

to recover diagnostic artifacts. Mound C, the largest and best preserved of the conical mounds, has 

not been investigated in a systematic way, but there is the local tradition that a single, undecorated 

pot was recovered from a pot hole near the summit. 

Because of their shape, all of the conical mounds are assumed to be burial mounds. Their cul­

tural affiliation, of course, cannot be determined. However, although the early descriptions of the site 

failed to note its presence, Holland (1994; Holland-Lilly 1996a) and Ford (1993, 1996a) are undoubt­

edly correct in including the McCarter Mound as part of the Batesville Mounds group. Excavations 

there by a group of local enthusiasts uncovered three burials, some caches of pottery, and a copper­

covered panpipe (G. Johnson 1969). The ceramics are directly comparable to the Mound B, Tchula 

period material, strengthening the inclusion of this mound as part of the ceremonial area. 

So, in addition to the Mound B activity, Early Woodland people at the Batesville site built at least 

one low conical mound in which to place their honored dead. The inclusion of the copper panpipe is 

significant. The ceramic analysis of the Mound B assemblage makes the Tchula assignment of the 

McCarter ceramics considerably more secure. That is, the single cross-hatched rim from mound fill 

can no longer be considered to be an indication of a possible Marksville assignment for the mound. 

An Early Woodland date for the panpipe is troublesome. Similar artifacts are usually considered to be 

Middle Woodland. Extensive use of nonlocal material is generally unusual in the Tchula period, and 

the copper for the panpipe is surely nonlocal, the nearest available source being north Georgia. 
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Fin ally, th e few Tchula period she rds from the South Village indicate some habitation th at was 

primarily d omesti c. The South Villag e is located at the edge of the terrace, where an old chann el of 

the river cu ts up against th at e levation , an ideal habitation site. 

MARKsVILLE PERIOD ACTIVITY AT THE BATESVILLE MOUNDS 

The radiocarbon and O CR dates suggest that Stages III and IV at Mound B and perhaps all of 

Mound A were built du ring the Middle Woodland . There is an obvious change in constructi on th a t 

be gins with St ag e III. In the fir st place , ste r ile o r nearly sterile fill was us ed . This may be be cause 

the nature o f th e ritual in the vic in ity of the mound had changed , no longer producing large 

a mo u n ts of charco al , fire-cracked rock , a n d broken pottery. It may be because the deposits of th is 

material had been exhaus ted and ste rile so il, most likel y gotten from one or all three of the nearby 

borrow pits, was all th a t was available. It is with Stage In that the mound takes on its re ctangular 

shape , a n d th e sides of the mound a re dressed smooth for the first time. Still , we recovered no 

evidence fo r structures on the mound ex ce p t for a single posthole extending down from the top o f 

Stage III. 

However, if the last two stag es of Mound B were added during the Middle 'Woodland, its builders 

were a particularly tid y bunch . Although there are considerably fewer sherds in the Stage III and IV 

fill, those that we d id rec over are all Tchula period. There is not a single Middle Woodland sh erd 

from Mound B o r A. 

The one place th e Middl e Woodland people did surely occupy was the South Village. The sherd 

density from Zone 2 at tha t locati on is more than six times what it is in the richest levels of Mou nd B. 

The South Village deposit also co n ta ins a good deal of animal bone, confirming the idea t hat people 

were actually living a t that location . In addition, pits and postholes are common at the top of Zon e 3, 

the subsoil zone in th e South Village. 

Still, the specialize d n ature of the lithic assemblage suggests that this was a short-ter m habitation, 

one th at focused o n a nar row ran ge of activities, probably having to do with the ceremonial district 

just to th e north. They were not th ere to refurbish their tool kit or to settle in for the summer. T hey 

we re just camping wh ile performing sacred ritual at the nearby mounds. The exact nature of this 

ritual, and whi ch of th e Batesville Mounds they used cannot be determined . It is tempting to assign 

Mound C to this peri od of tim e. Many of the large, conical burial mounds in th e Southeast date to 

th e Middle Woodland . However, th e chronological assignment of Mound C and, fo r th at m atter, 

Mound D must await furth er excava tion at the site. 

"Ve do kn ow that they had quit usin g sto n es to bo il water: the a mou n t of fir e-cracked rock from 

the South Villag e is in significant when com pared to that in Mound B. This may be because ce ram ic 

technology had progressed to th e point th at water could be boiled by pla cing th e vesse l directly over 

the fire . It might be be cause feasting was no longer a part of the ritual activity a t th e site . 

TRADE 

Beyond th e diffe re nces in ce ra mics and construction activity that ch aracterize th e two periods of 

oc cupation a t the site , the Middle Woodland differs in the amount of tr ade th at a ppears to h ave 

occu rred. This is in keeping with what we knew about this period co m ing into the excavati ons. 

Actually, one of o ur m otivations in ex cavating in the South Village was to in crease our sample of 

Middle Woodland trad e goods. 
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In fa ct . we d id recover additi on al b lades made of exo tic cher t. Wh en we added those we foun d to 

the field sch ool sa m ple. we en ded up with twen ty-nine blades, all but th ree of whi ch were made from 

exotic raw m at eri al. As an ticipa ted o n th e basis o f an earlie r study of th e di stribution o f exo tic raw 

material during the Woodland period in the Southeast (jo hnso n and Hayes 1995) , the la rge majo rity 

of this m a te r ia l ca m e from ch e rt so u rc es in Illinois a nd . perh a ps, Missouri. This is the patter n for 

Middle Woodla nd sites in the lowe r Mississippi River Valley. Middle Woodl and sites in th e South­

east that are located to the east. ou tside of the Mississippi River drainage. more often contain cherts 

from Ohio . T h is includes sites in th e upper Tombig bee River drain age of nor th eastern Mississippi 

(Bo ha nnon 1972 ). 

Therefo re , we were so mewha t surprised th a t three o f th e South Vill age blades ap pear to have 

been m ade fro m che r t from Indian a and central Te nnessee . In retrosp ect , however, th e situ a tio n of 

the Batesville Mo unds site, on th e banks of the Tall ah atchie River wh ose h eadwaters reach to th e 

divide between the Mississippi and Tombigbee watersh eds, makes the occu rren ce of the eastern exo t­

ics reasonabl e . 

There are o the r indicators o f ties to the east. Alth ough the ceramic inventory th ro ug hou t th e 

occu pa tio n of the site shows stro ng sim ilarities to ce ra mics fro m th e Mississippi Valley, th e predomi­

nan ce o f th e fabric-impressed mate rial du ring th e Earl y Woodlan d a nd the fa irly large n u mber of 

bone-tempered ce ram ics du ri n g th e Middle Woodland point to co n nec tions with the cu ltu res o f 

northeastern Mississippi. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Ce rtain ly th e situa tio n o f th e Batesville Mounds a t th e edge of th e alluvia l valley, o n th e banks of 

o ne of th e majo r wes tward flowing rive rs, must have had so meth ing to do with th e cu ltura l d ynamics 

that led to its growth as a regio na l ce n te r. Although trade in exotic mate ria ls was not econ o mically 

important in th e narrow sense of the word-one can live without coppe r pa n pipes and blades mad e 

from exotic chert-it must surely have been important in maintaining th e structure of Woodland 

society. Th ese trade items were used to display and ma in ta in the socia l di fferentiation evid en ced by 

th e central to m bs in th e burial mounds fro m man y Midd le Woodland sites in th e Southeast. An d th is 

structure was just as su re ly di spl ayed by th e platform mounds. 

As several a u tho rs have noted , Woodland platfo rm mound s are sign ifica ntly d ifferent from the 

platform m ounds of the foll owing Mississippian period. They are much more diverse in size, shape, 

and content, suggesting a var ie ty of functions. The con trast between th e firs t two stages and the last 

two stages in Mound B at th e Batesville Mounds se r ve s to undersco re this diversity. And th ese 

differences no doubt refl ect a dynamic and evol vin g soc ia l organization and co nse qu e n t ritua l. 

Th e o ne thing th at Wo odla nd pl atform m o unds h ave in co m mo n th at se ts th em apart fro m 

Mississippia n pl atform mounds is th ey lack evid ence for e nclose d spa ce at th e mo u n d su mmi t. In 

fact, Mississippian pl atfo rm mounds are most often called temple mounds in re fe re nce to th e sma ll 

structures tha t were built on th eir su m m its. These temples likely housed r itual activity, r itua ls that 

were performed by a small segment o f the society, ou t o f the view of the ge neral populace. At Batesville 

and other Middle Woodland sites, th e mound-top activity was perform ed in full view of the entire 

social g roup, a n d, indeed. if our in terp re ta tion of feas ting is correct, th e en tire group m ay have 

parti cipated . This is just one measure of th e differen ce in degree of social co m p lex ity th at charac te r­

izes th e Middle Woodland as o p posed to the Mississippian period . 
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